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£3 My" Dear Lifter +4 
FROND Expect youſbould ſont phat 
SES order, that after havin 
SI -for thove Eleven years been © 
careful to keep this gs 
41 Letter from the KT VIEW, alt 
that too notwithſtanding the Sollicie © 
fation ( not to ſay Importunity ws. by: * 
divers Iuftrions Perſons , and even 'A 
Tour Commands to releaſe it from its 
 Confinement : ; 1 ſhould now at length 


give way to its paſſeng abroad into the 
A 2 7 "OR orld, 
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been long pleas'd ſo highly and, ſo ob- 
"ligingly to concern your ſelf, I mmſt, to 


remove your wonder,jinform you," That 
T am reduc'd to. this Publication in my 
own defence. For,whilft I was for from 
dreaming of permitting this E piftle 
to paſs out of my Cloſet, . it happen'd,, ' 
that a broken Copy of it did(byT know 


not what misfortune for me. fall into. 
the hands of a neceſſitous perſon, who © 


would needs perſwade himſelf, that 
by printing it , he might relieve ſome 


of his preſent wants; and thereupon. | 


proffer d to ſell the Copy for a ſum of 
Money. But, my good fortune leading 


bim to a Stationer, to whom my name ' 
was not unknown , he wery civilly - 


ſent me forthwith notice of the Pro- 


X ph poſe tion 
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od Dime fo Hons my k jos the 
c opy about which be 7 had bers treat=' 
' ed with, being but One of Two or. 
- Three that were then abroad. ſome or 0 
ther of them would, queſtionleſs, ſoon | 
\ fund the way to the Pre of . This unwel- | 

' Come zen did little leſs trouble 
than furprize me; for, beſides that it 
impos 'don methe Neceſſuty of a Publi- 
cation T had ſolong Declin'd ;, and be- 
fedes that I kjiew that Com , &.. 


relating wo Ex-' 


 poſures of A Very differing perimental Phi. 
Nature being expected from 19/opby. 


|; 22, the appearing of this, in ftead of 
Them, would make this nniwelcomi to 
many , though it had fewer Imper- 
. feGions than it has : Beſides theſe 
things,(1 ſay ) my Sight was then,and 
zs ſtill, ſo impair d by a diftemper in 
. amy Eyes ; and the hours I could dif- 
| ever ſo pre-ingag'd to Philoſo- 
B .3 Phicat, 


[22% The Fpiſtle Deticn 
LE phe Toi the", could not » | 
== miſe myſelf fo much as to —_ it over = 

before its going to the Printer. But, © | 
confidering after all this, that the Copy _ 
T had by me was like to prove more 
Full, and leſs Faulty , than any of 
thoſe that ſome endeavour d to ob» + 
trude upon the World, I thought it leſs 
znconventent to venture mine 0wn a- 
broad,than to run the hazard of a ſur- 
reptitions Edition of a Diſcourſe, that 
could ſo ill bear the appearing with 
any other Blemiſhes than thoſe it 
brought with it into the World from 
"My Pom. And therefore having put it 
znto. the hands of perſons, whoſe emi» 
nent abilities, the more knowing part 
of the Nation has long and juſtly ad- 
mir d, and beggd their Impartial Opi- 
mi0n fad Caſtigations of it, ( giving 
them entire liberty to Alter or Ex+ 
prunge whatever they diſlikd; ) and 


finding 
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T) kama over the Y 
= qo their Caſtigations mere 
*S enongh- to let me jee , that they 1 

| bad beedfully read it over ; and were \ | 
_ uccompanied with encouragements\, 
: which care was taken to keep me from 
A | looking upon as meer Complements : I 
let it go to the Preſs, without ſo much 
as having once Perus d it, or heard it 

: read over, fince the Stationer firſt gave 
; me the Adwertiſement I told you of. 
| Which T made the leſs frets. to do, x 
becauſe a Critick , whoſe Tudgement Wo 
and Piety I much reverence, ſeriouſly © 
+ | endeavoured to perſwade me, that F 
ought not in Conſcience to decline pub= 
+ | {iſbing what he was pleaſed to think 
| proper to Kindle or cheriſh the Flames 
: of Divine Love inthe Breaſts of the 
Readers. And my Haſte it ſelf did af 
| terwards Promiſe me theſe Advan- 
tages, That notwithſtanding my 
A 4 Books 
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"Nt "Books 10+ onto anc, 
- - ſoauld nat - 44 | Excuſe of You 
Thad when it was Written: COM. 
That. the F aulty paſſages which may 
" be met with in it, will perhaps. be © 
charged upon thoſe that þ ſuffer'd them . 
fo.paſs UncorreSted, when they had 
0 abſolute a Pair to Enpaigs: or 
Reform them. Theſe,and the like Mo+ 
tives, hawing induc'd me toconſent ta 
| the Publication of the following Let= 
ter, I needed not deliberate long , To 
whom I ſhould addreſs it. For, ſence 
that Accompliſh'd Lindamor, whom it 
fo much concern d, has left the World, © 
there is no perſon in it to whom this 
Addreſs is any thing near ſo due, as 
anto Ton, dear Siffer. It was at that 
Delicions Leeze, where you are now 
the Miftreſs,that this Letter was writ-= 
ten; and it was of Ton that I hborrow'd 
thoſe hours I ſpent in writing it. 
Twas 
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| Sher Bb Sheer, | fore 1 ſole. to. 
Ay end it away. Th Tou that can beſt 
| Excuſe the Imperfections of it, 'as_ 
» | © Anowing not only the more oboleity butt 
re |. the more Private Avocations and other 
[ Diſadvantages, among which it was 
penn'd. Tis you that have ever ſince 
. Sollicited me to divulge it, and have 
> | given me the greateſt Enconragements 
. to do ſo,not only by thoſe Sollicitations 
which implyd Your own favourable 
: Opinion of it, but by procuring me (by 
; concealing or diſouiſing my name) the 
{ anſuſpected Opinions of divers com- 
petent Fudges:in a word this Addreſs 
"| belongs upon ſo many Scores to Toy , 
: that I could not make it any where elſe, 
without manifeſtly W ronging Tow. F 
know, Dear Siſter, that it is not uſu- 
al to Dedicate Books to ſo near a Re- 
| lation; and that it is uſual in Dedica- 
tory Epiſtles,both to Depreciate what 


one 


Rs one of To Your xs nos Qualit i Ie 


Ton kyow too, that T never ſwore Alle, is is 


giance to C uftom, and therefore wall © 1 | 


not, I ſuppo 6 arab to ſee me as little 
2, conform f it on\ This _ 
occaſion as 6n Others. In an Agegwhen 
fo few Perſons have Merit enough, to 
keep that from being Flattery, which 
\ ſhould be but Praiſe, I am' not at"all. 
Ambitious of caſting my ſelf upon the 
anbappy Neceſſity, of either Flattering, 
or- appearing Rude ; when by better 
chooſing the ObjeCis of my Addreſſes, FL 
an, as Occaſron requires, give Praiſes, 
without Untruth', or forbear them 
without Incivility.Nor dare I preſume, 
that a Lye ceaſes to be a Fault, by 
being . put into a Dedicatory Epiftl . 
as Antjently the Hurtful Beaſts forgot 
their Pernicions Nature,when brought 

into 


| ro them that Leſs,need them. As 


Y fringe and unhappy Fate, of ing - 
5 Met Leſs Welcome to them that Mo he = 
Diſcourſe [| preſent Tor , : though My 
opinion of it may be gueſs d at, by the 
Privacy. to which I have ſo lon NS. 
_ find it :Tet becauſe, as in Phyfich,to* © 
have a good opinion of of the Mes icige 4 
and the DoSor ;, ſo in Books 0 { Dewns : >, 
tron, (which are a kind of £1. kf 
the Mind) to hav? one of the Campo- 
ſure,or of the Writer, both inclines us 
to look after the Preſcriptions, and 
Advantages . their Operations ; Foy 
this reaſon T ſhall ſay nothing to dif» 
parage a Diſcourſe, which is of a Nas 
ture to aim more at the being praiſed - 
by the Readers , than the being par- 
*s d ; and ſhall not at all repine to ſee 
zt find from the Publick as F m_ 


doubt by "my other Readers will” ex" 3 
pe&;th at this Letter ſhould, Fonkn 
to the Mole of Epiſtles Dedicatory, 
| be concluded with Z pmmendations of 
Jon -and Complements to you : It be- © 
ing almoſt as much out of faſbion in 
 Juch adareſſes to omit giving praiſes, 8 
as tis to believe the praiſes grven on 
- ſuch accaſi zon. But, though I. can” 
praiſe you without either disbeliew- 
zng my ſelf, or fearing to be disbeliew- 
ed by any "that knows you; yet, 
beſides that our Relation , and- our 
** riendſhip would make ſuch a way bf 
priting misbecoming me on all occa ri 
"ons ; I know your Piety and you 
Modeſty, would peculiarly diſallow * 
| apon this; where the ſubje&t I am 
to entertain you with, is of ſuch a Na- 

ture 


| here to celebrate you, ot 
&y letting the W, 567 ſee, 


even in a Dedic#tory a & x43 

out Jo of dijpleaft ng you, forbear to. 
celebrate: you. And if it mand. * 
| ed, why then I refrqun likewiſe / 


from writing to you 4 Dedication? : 


I ſhall anſwer, That I an 


to boſe this opportujtity of making ”"_ 


publick acknowledgment , that as E 
have the Honour to be your ws 


and your: Friend, ſo I have the fus 


frice to think it very much my Happi- 
neſs to be ſo: Eſpecially, ſince Jus are 


pleaſed to aſſure me , That my Re-. 


lation to you has rather been Ap 0s 


caſion than the*ground. of a Friend: 
foip, 
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y Dear S 
Your mo 


ay, 


Fc As they w were « Wirieren ome Y 6. 
fiace , when ſome Tatellige 
* were.to have a ſight ofthe follo\ vin 


0 prevent thoſe Sernp les: which s 
'. might ariſe 'in the peruſel;of the. en _ 
ſning Diſcourſe, the Reader: of 3878 js | 
requeſted to take notice. B 7 
I. That though Ignorance hath: beew of late Gb: 
much in Fuſion with too many of our Tonng Now uh ' 
| bility. that ſame paſſages of the enſuing Pagans. - 
may ſeem unfit to have been written to a T. 
Gentleman, yet the Perſon they were addreſs tt0x,.- 
being both a Traveller, a Linguiſt, and a Scholar; 
# = not improper to diſcourſe with bin. at the 4 S. 
rate of ſuppoſing him ſo qualifi'd. 41 
11. That the enſuing Leiter was not Joy Pets = 
- ſingle, being but the. Laſt of Divers, wherein, = 
Love in general was Confeſſed , Juſtifd, "and © 
Celebrated; wherein. the received way of Ma- 
king Love was Explicated , De pens and Op-. 
poſed" wherein Conſtancy and Inconſtancy in. Y. 
Love were argued For and Againſi, whereim - 7 
Platonick, Love was Explicated , Celebrated , 4 
end wherein #he Cyre of Love was propoſed, 
& an 


: either to appear Alone, or to accompany the enſus 


bs. - Duties of Seraphick Love were to have been Ex+ 


_" ing Diſcourſe, wherein he has expreſſed . his Ow 
Opinions, as in the former he but deduced of theſa 
' Imaginary Perſons. hd 6 2d my 

TIT. That the following Paper was to have heen 
Attended -by another, wherein the Properties and 


——_ # a. Oc. an. as _ 


plicated and inſiſted on, but the Author, before 
he had Written that Other , accigentally meeting 
_ with 4 French Book, wherein, though , ll 
what he had already Diſconrſed of vin. de Mr. n 
were not haudled, he found that much ns 
of what he had deſigned to ſet down was antici- 
pated, and the moſt Pertinent Conſiderations his 
intended Themes ſuggeſted, were skilfully diſplay=; 
ed already : he fear'd it might be injurious to his} 
Reader, and bimfelf”, if he ſhould either turn 4 
tranſcriber of others Notions, or decline #he. beſt |þ 
thoughts belonging to his Theme, that the Leſs 


Good ones might paſs without . ſuſpicion \ far his 
Own. AY | 7 M 
| IV. That 


/"; Jp” 


of þ |[few'se Haſte, and by fnate er, among |t diſtratting.... 
FE [Lavocations, and far from Literary accommoddti=3 © 
T4 ons, is freely ſubmitted to the cenſure of Learned® 
Penſſand impartial peruſers, eſpecially Divines.: who® 
FRE'| are by the Author requeſted to believe its miſtaking -* 

| Paſſages, and uwwary expreſſrons, (if it contain * 
any fuch) to have been altogether Uniatentional,, 7 
and ſuch as they ſhall never find it to be mpre than 
one-labour to make him diſcern aud retra@z be 
being reſolved by Gods aſſiſtance, to continue fill” 2 
obſequious. enough to all clearer diſcoveries of. * * 
truth, to be able to ſay, Errare poſſum, Hereti-' *% 
ndf cus ele Nolo. And, as be is on his part ſores: 
[X*figned, and ſo willing to. be reG@ifg'd, ſohe expe@s. © -* 


oreflthis Equity from thoſe, to whoſe judgments beſubs. bY. 
; , 


Sits, that, conſidering be intended not to write a, 


hy 
1 


pi Wolemn and regular Treatiſe , but a private and” 
- affamiliar Epiſtle, they will paſs by ſuch unaceus, = 

- I ateneſſes as are wont to be incident to compoſers of 7 
this later Nature. He-preſur'd be might ſometimes 
bisÞnake bold with the vulgar Laws of Tenſes, treat-, Is 
1=ng of an Eternity that admits them not He hop'd, 
bi#Þhat the freedom taken in ſome of his ccpulins 
# 4Kconcerning Love, and the wonted objeds of it , 
eſt Þvonld be excus'd, by its being exated by the De- 
e ; ipn he had upon Lindamor , DEP 
"1s hough he had not (which yet he hon —_— 
bas ) otherwiſe accounted for it. tion'd Letters to 
e intends uot to adopt thoſe(too ATT 
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pular Traditions and Perſwaſions. As for' thoſe 
common Places, which the Methed of our Author's 
' Diſcourſe allow'd him not 10 decline, he hopes the 
Reader will diſcern by his way of Writing , that 
he loves to uſe them, not as Travellers , but as 
Hunters uſe the High-wayes : for the Traveller , 
when he once gets into the Road, makes it his bu<, 
 fineſs to Keep in it 3 whereas the Hunter, if he 
meets one lying in his way, is not fond of Staying 
in it, but nimbly Croſſes it, or Traverſes ſo mmeh | 
of it, as is requiſite to be paſt through in the-pur= | 
ſaite of his Game, And laſtly, if in ſome few | - 
Paſſages of the following Letter (eſpecially about | 
the beginning of it) the Expreſſuons are leſs Grave | ©; 
and Solemn than the Deſign; the Author hopes, | + 
that even They will yet appear tolerably Serious, | 
for the Airieft parts of a Letter, written by one 
Towng Gentleman to another. | 


& 
fb 
- 5x 
D& 
K..3 
re 
7 
[1 
5g 
7 
4 Toe - 
: I 
2 
>, 
x 
of 
£ 
wt 2.6 
© IJ 
5 
5 
03 
= 
 »* * 
' - 
wo 
- 
I 
Mag! 
23: 
54 
he FL > 
4 
7 1 
4s 
i 
- 
M8; 
9 
6203 
= 
z 
py 
£37 
8 4 
- *% 
H 
448 
; x 
*.7 
_— 
i. 8 
"7: 
KK 
©: 
4 * + 
do 
S. 
* 
« 4 
: 
* 
3% 


SOME 


{ * _ ; AN Co 
NP. g . \Þ £: ſ | | 
” 3 4% TH S 


S n : " 
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6:2 SOME 4 - ll 
To the Love of k 
My Dewrep Lindamor. S171 F 


Am very much delighted 

to learn both by the voige © 7 
of Fame, and- the Infor- - _% 
mation of. much more ' "Ml 
WM credible Relators , that 
Hormione's cold. uſage has cur'd you. of 
the Fever her ſcorching eyes had. gj- 
ven you: and that when once you found 
your (elf reſerved, toſhew, what won- E 
ders her Eyes were able to perform, you F 
ſeaſonably reſolv'd to become an In- | 
ſtance of the power, rather of Reaſon , 
than of Love; and accordingly,did your 
ſelf the right to fruſtrate the vain hopes, 


ygur inſulting Miſtriſs cheriſh'd, to ma- 
B 2 nifeſt 
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deed for yourſake, that you, owed your 
Cute more entirely to your Reaſon, and 
leſs to your reſentment 3 That the Ex- 
traction of your freedom may no ways 
blemiſh it. "But, 'fince unallay'd ſatis- 
faQtions are joys too Heavenly,to fallto 
many Mens ſhares on Earth, I cannot 
but conclude, that your recovery, even 
on theſe tearms, deſerves I ſhould con» 
gratulate it. For, the French ſay truly, 
that Les plus conrtes Folies ſont les 'me- 
#enres, And Liberty being too 'higha 
Blefting to be diveſtible of that nature- 
by circumſtances; I ( that ſeldom de- 


+ - Plore him, who, by loſing his Miltriſs, 


recovers himſelf ) think that Hermione 


has but intentionally,not eventually dif-- 


oblig'd you; and hath-made your flames 
a better return, by reſtoring you your 
own heart,than ſhe could have done by 
exchanging hers for it, But that which 
not leaſt endears to me your Recovery, 
is, that I am afſurd by Perſons, from 
whom I dare credit even ſo welcome 
News, that my endeavors prov'd. ſo 
happy, asto be conducive to it,and that 


cauſeleſs as = ep 1could wiſh in- 
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I cannot eyer-pay you any -great Ser» 
vices in relation to- my vaſtly greater 
defires, yet I can ſcarce do you little 
ones in relation tothe delight refulting 
from the having done you any. Nor has 
the joy which this ſucceſs of my dif- 
courſes brings me, being ſparingly :en- 
creas'd by my having ventur'd them 
with much more defire, than expectati- 
on, of their proſpering z and leſs out of 
any ſtrong hope they would ſucceed, 
than 'out ofan unwillingneſs toleave the 
means, I thought leaſt improbable, un- 
aſſay'd : being invited to excite you to 
_ hopes, than I durſt allow my 
elf for you 3 by the example of Ge» 
nerals, who , whatſoever diſtruſtful 
thoughts they harbor in their breaſts, 
ſuppoſe,that (before the battel ) tomake 
their ſoldiers fight ſucceſsfully , *tis as 
well conducive as requiſite, by enconra» 
ging Orations, to make them think they 
B 3 ſhall 
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r'din beSropil upp teas! | 
ſotibein gborwSovereign ore Paſſion. 
though her Lenity or Supineneſs 4s ; F 
| ſometimes | both occaſion 'and permit 
their Uſarpations : > ſhe is ſeldome ſo di- 
veſted of her Native Power, but thar 
whenſoever ſhe 'pleaſeth to imploy 
whar ſhe hath left, ſhe is able to reſume 
what ſhe hath loſt; And though | was 
willing you ſhould believe, that to pers 
fe& what your Reſentment had begun; 
was a Task ſoeafje that the Victory was 
> as mnch in'your power, as the'Reſolati. 
on of attempting itz yet, notwithſtand-. 
ing all this, I ſay, I was once half per- 
ſwaded, that to undertake the Curing 
of a Lover, was the next Weakneſs to 
3 the being one. And, Lindamor, to deal 
T ingeniouſly with you , your Recoyery 
ow hath circumſtances in it, that make 
me very apprehenſive, that you are not 
yet out of the danger of a Relapſe, and 
that you have not half ſo abſolutely a- 
bandon'd your former Amorous Con- 
ſticution of Mind, as the former Idol of 
it. I know that from a perſon, who, for 
one that hath never yet been hurt by 
C#pid, is accuſed of uſing himfſlightingly, 
and ſeverely enough, you will expe En- 
. deavours 


- _. Ro, os A tw 6% = Re 


* JEST 


Ss anno ole iDck con Aa Ads. es mw ami. Ow AX vm 


vw 
o. 
it 


no At Me. 


Le dd 


Vgraries ;will L—_ Voneblafe al 
Tile to, as thac of InveQives aanind -Y 


ory ſhall Ingeniouſly acknowledge, 


Lindamor, that 1 have been fomerimes 
no very unready Satyriſt on. that Thenies 
and with a Pen, reliſhing of the Liberty 
L cheriſh'd in my heart, endeavour'd to 
diſabuſe thole fervile Souls, that: being 
born toReaſon, ſo far degraded cthem+ 
ſelves,as to boalt (; olely anexceſs of Paſ- 
fion 3 and had ſuch low and narrow 
Thoughts of Felicity and Miſery, as to 


_ expect either from a Womans uſage. All 


which I thoaght I might the freelier do, 


becauſe having never known the infeli- 


cities of Love, but in the ſufferings of 
others, I might probably ſuppoſe, that 
my Declamations againſt it would paſs 
for the productions of my Reaſon, not 
my Revenge. But, Lindamor. though 
the extravagancies of ſome Mens fol Y, 
have been ſometimes too great, to let me 
avoid laughing ſomewhat Satyrically at 
It; yetT am really too little an Enemy to 
Love, unleſs exceflive or miſ-placed, by 
indiſtiact and disfiguring Conſ1derati- 
ons, to repreſent to you the Noblelt 
Paſſion of the Mind, as its moſt hide» 

B 4 OUS 
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| ohly allowable, but expedient, Pare: ; 
almoſt neceſſary to the Duty of fixing | 
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Quarxel with all ſgrts of Loye, but en- 


your affe&10n, where you have "once ' 
engaged your faith for,it hath been ob- 
ſerv'd, that Love doth ſeldom fuffer-it 
ſelf to be confin'd by other Matches, 
that thoſe of its own making, And few, 
but they, that are ſo wiſe as they: ſee 
cauſe to be almoſt in Love beeping 
with thoſe they Marry, prove ſo haneſt, 
as afterwards tobe in Love with none 
elſe. Since therefore, the Marriage of 
2 wiſe Man ſuppoſes | at leaſt as bigh a 
degree of Love, as he.is capable to che-* 
riſh, without forfeiting that Title Ican 
ſcarce diſallow the being moderately in 
Love without being injurious to Mar- 
riage, which is aRelation, that though. 
I can with much leſs reluctancy permit 
others, than contract niy ſelf; yet dare 
I not abſolutely condema a condition of 
Life. as expedient to no man, without 
which, even Paradice and Innocence 
were not ſufficient to compleat the hap- 
pineſs of the firſt Man, Thus you ſee 
Lindamor, that IT do not promiſcuouſly 
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-which it was neither mat 6 nor .ufty 
lawful to anoint themſelves with, or 
beſtow upon-their friends; but. there 


2, AS * 
j v1 a2 266 


was a certain peculiar compoſition too, 
of a precious Ointment, which-God hg- 
ving reſerv'd to be employ'd in his own 
ſervice; with that, the perf 
their friends was Criminal and Sacri- 
legious: ſo there are Tegalated degrees 
of Love , which *tis not forbidden to 
harbor for a friend, a Miſtriſs, or- a 
Wife 3 but there is too a certain .pecu- 
liar ſtrain,or (if Imay ſocall it ) heroick 
Temperament of Love, which , where 
ever it is found, makes it belong, as Un- 
alienable, as juſtly unto God, © A vir. 
tuons' Wife may love both her Huse 
bands Relations and her'own, and yet 
be truly ſaid to love him with her 
whole Heart ; becauſe there 1 19a certain 
unrivall'd degree of kindneſs ; and a pe- 
culiar ſort of Love, which conſtitutes 
true conjugal affetion , that ſhe con- 
fines to him, and reſerves intirely for 
him, and would think it criminal to 
harbor for any other perſon: ſo a Re» 
ligioys foul may obey the Command , . 
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low her Aﬀections other Ts $3 ; prod? 
vided*they be kept in:due Subordinati- 
on to,and kept from entring into Com- 
petition with , that Love, which oughe 
to be appropriated to Aim 3 and which 
reſults chiefly from, an either altogether 
or almoſt, unincreaſable Elevation, and 
Vaſtneſs of Aﬀetion 3 from an entire 
Relignment to, and an abſolute Depen- 
dence on, the Lov'd Party ; from a reſt- 
leſs Diſquiet upon the leaſt ſenſe or 
doubt of her Diſpleaſure ; from a grea- 
ter Concern in boy Intereſts, than ones 
own; from an ExpeQation no lefs than 
Felicity or Wretchedaeſs from her 
Friendſhip or Indignation 3 or atleaſt a 
Perſuadedneſs that nothing can be a 
greater' Happineſs than her Favour, or 
deſerve the name of Happineſs without 
it, For, where ever a Paſſion has theſe 
properties, orany of them, conſpicuous 
In it 3 it cannot, but by being conſecrated 
to God, avoid becoming i injurious both 
to Him and to it ſelf. The very Noble- 
neſs of it entitles Him to it: As in ſome 
Kingdomes, ( and particularly here in 
England) though Veins of courſer Me- 
talls may belong to the Owner of the 
Soil they grow 1n, yet all the Mines o* 
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Metalls (as Gold-and 
| ISilver) are by the Law made | Mines 
[Royal;and belong to the King, to whom - 
their value appropriates them. By re- 
ecting upon this peculiar Notion 'of 
Love; you may be. pleas'd, Lindamor.to 
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interpret ſuch Indefinite Expreſſions as 
you may meet with in the following 
Diſcoarſe. And this Love, [have ta- 
ken'the freedom to ſtyle. Seraphick Love, 
(not out of any affeftation of Fumid 
Words or Titles, bat) borrowing the 
name from (if the Romiſh Divines be 
p00d Marſhals of the Heavenly Hoſt) 
thoſe Nobler Spirits of the Caleltial 
Hierarchie, Whoſe Name 1n the Lan- 


guage to which it be- 
longs, expreſſes them 
to be of a Flaming 
nature; and whoſe 1m- 
ployment (' mention- 
ed in the * Evangel1- 
cal Prophet's Mylte- 


* The Name Seraphim, In He- AY 
' brew, ſprings from the Root $4. 


r«ph, which ſignifies to burn or 
flame : Whence, Numb, 21. 6. 
thoſe pernicious creatures, that: 
our Tranſlators Engliſh , Fieyy 
Serpents, arc ſtyled in the Origis 
nal Zannechaſom has-ſerapbim, 


rious Viſion ) ſufficiently points at *16.6. 2, 
the Divine Obje&, to which the flames, 3* 

that warm them, aſpire and tend, And 
me-thinks, Lindamor, that you ſhould 

find it no faint Invitation to embrace 
Seraphick Love, that you may have the 
Advantage, by making your ſelf a Rival 
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de o theſe glo! 6Spirits3'to-ma _—p—_— 
nk opive Hotohes be ins D 
gaged in a Service, where you are ſure | 5 
of ſuch illuſtrious concurrents; At leaſt | 
if you be of the mind of that generons 
| uct (to whoſe ſucceſsful valour the 
eonquerd World was both Theatre and 
Trophie) who refus'd torun at-the-O- 
lympick Games, becauſe there were no 
Monarchs to run with him, But fear, 
Lindamor, | havea little digreſs'd 3 fince 
I might have told you in fewer words, 
that it is not my deſign, in this tp 
declaim againſt Love ih general , P; 
make a ſolemn Harangue of the Fickle- aſ} 
neſs of Women; and that therefore; as. | ©® 
when young Gallants(ſuch as you, Lin- | ©2 
damor ) are ſubjeQ to caſt away their | V 
Love upon. unfit objeds, their diſcreet | '* 
friends, ( ſEnſible of the truth of the I- | ®* 
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talian Comick's obſervation, that : 
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8 | 2 £ Oneſta contra* amore It 
F E troppo frale ſchermo Su 
Tn giovinetto cuore, I1 

| nc 

| In youthful Hearts bare Pertnes Ie. 

Z Wont to prove w 

J But a weak ſhield againſt the c 
darts of Love.) " 
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Paſſions, rec)aim them, by either match- 
ing them, or atleaſt (in order thereun+ 
toJengaging their Addrefles to-Perſons, 


legitimate and confine their affections: 
So I ſhall now endeavour to prevent the 
future. Gaddings of your Love to Ob- 
jets that cannot deferve ſo tranſcen- 
dent and difintereſt a one, as I have ob- 
ſeryid yours to have been; by preferring 
and.cngaging it to the True Object that 
Paſhon was born to, the/Nobleſt it can 
aſpire to, and the moſt Satisfying it can 
enjoy. Yes, Lindamor, as it bas hither» 
to been my not-uoproſperous Task to 
Unhood your Soul, I ſhall now make 
it my bulineſs: to ſhew her Game to fly 


at, [ſee that Love in Lind#mor is too . 
Noble and Predominant an Aﬀedtion , 


tobe either Eaſie or Fit to be deſtroy d. 
It will therefore be my deſign, not to 
Suppreſs your flame, but ro Addrels it. 
I wiſh'd it withdrawn from Hermio:e, 
not to Annihilate it, but to Transfigure 
it:-I would not have a Paſhon, which 
wanted nothing, but a due Objed,to be 
Seraphick, Love, like Vulgar men , be 
{wallow'd up by Death, the common 
fate 3 


whole Beauty or Prerogatives may both 


 Htpis Enoch OW: *s Oo] 
Eeas'd to converſe with Morrals. d; 
not, but were Tranſlated into Heaveg,! 
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your Love 3 by Diſabufi ing it, and/ſhew- 
| ing you, how. unfitly it was plac'd on'its 
former Objects, Your proficiency in 
That, invites me to proceed'with'you-to 
a new Leſſon, and (mindful of that 'true 
Saying of an Eminent Father, Nemo 4- 
liquem amat, quent non unlt ſe melivrem) 
to endeayout' to exalt” your pafſion'by 
DireCting and Setling'it upon an 'Ob- 


Lovelineſs' may cure as perfetly all 
hurts received from any Mortal Beauty 
as antiently the Sight of the Myſterious 
fe fiery Serpents gave, For, ſince tc 
gaze (tedfaltly on an outward Beauty, 
where all your looking wi'l but diſce 
ver the ſame face,is found ſo effequal tc 
Kindle or to Blow the fire of Love 
( which the Greeks prertily enough ' 
=_ by their in 7 62y "yiveTai 76 tory 
ow much mult a due Contemplatio 
enamour us of that Divine, and, thoug 
Refulgent, yet evermore and thore Dif: 
coverable 


— 


Sed. 2, What hay been ſaid already, \Li#id#- 
mor, hath, it ſeems, 'ſuffic'd to reQifie 


jet, the due Contemplation of whoſeſ 


Numb. ca. Serpent on the Pole did cure the kurts|, 


le Objeft;» her | - Pb 1 
ader. ill, —_— excite: and che- | 


iſt Noah other ?.'Whence the zealouf- 
-are 


; < and perfefteſt Lovers of Gor 
the. glorious. Angels, of whom obr. Sa- 4 
viour ſayes, that in Heaven, the :y alwayes ) Matth, 18. 
behold the face of his Father which in © 4 
Heaven and thoſe bleſſed Saints, whoſe A 
imployment, and whoſe bappineſs is, in = 
of the Revelation, expreſt tobe, To follow KT 14.4 2 
ef the Lamb  whitherſoever bg goes, And 4 b 
:-| thoſe unblemiſh'd.Perſohs are ' in. that <Y 
| place-recorded to have kept themſelves © 
yi] Undehled by mortal Beauties to teach 
z.| us, that the nearer and clearer Intuition, 
ef t "<a Heaven affords them of the gloris 
11] ous Objet of their Paſſion, was, not | "93 
7,1 the Cauſe of it, but the Recompence 3 HY 
is] and that whilſt they liv d Exiles here on i; 
ts) Earth; *twas ſuch a ſpeculation, asI am 
recommending ( Lindamor) to You,. 
wherewith they liv'd ( to- borrow the 
Expreſſion uſed of Aloſes) as ſeeing him Heb. «7x; i 
who is inviſible; a Sight, whoſe Glory *7* 4 
- | made them look on fading Beauties, with 7 
4 as undazel'd and untroubl'd Eyes, as 

yf Eagles can be ſuppos'd to caſt on Glo- 

nf worms when they have been newly ga- 

hl Zing on the Sun. 

C To engage your Love, atelanin ti Seb. 3. 
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| that all that I-haveſaid:to divert:yotl 
former flames, and-all that may-ſay. to. 
+ ey pigs thoſe degrading 5 


' cleareſt reaſon is the moſt + 
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and dif | 
toinveagle Mortals, may.be lookt upon 
as meant, rather by way of Prepatative, 
than of. motive, aiming but to diſabufe 
and: re&ify your Mind, that with com- 


quieting/' Amours, that are want 


'  pos'd and unprepoſleſsd thoughts, you 


may judge 4 the object I: propoſe-to. 
you, Which}to qualifie you to be but 
impartial-to, this method ſcem'd;.expe- 
dient; being but imploy'd-upon fuch a 
ſcore, as that on: which the- Platoniſts 
ns'd to premiſe certain virtues, which 
they (ſignificantly enough) call'd Pur» 
gative,to.diſpoſe and fit the mind for the 
reception of ſublimer truths, As Phy- 
fitians to cleer the ſight are wont ta 
purge the head. that the eye freed from 
all darkning and difguiling TinCtures, 
may the more perfectly diſcern the ob- 


jeAs preſented to it. And certainly, the 


Love I would perſwade, is of a nature, 
that makes nothing more conducive 
to it than the greateſt unclaudedneſs of 
the Eye, and the perfecteſt il]uſtration 
of the obje&t: which is ſuch ,- that the 
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Eight it can defire to be ſeen by, "op 
know the Story: of that witty W 


-whd us'd. merrily-to wiſh her Lover-a 
.good Qualities, but a good Underſtand 
40g 3/for That, faid (he, would make 
them out of Love with me. The Di- 
, | vine Obje&, to which I would: Prefer 
> | you, Lizdamor, is ſo far from being ob» 
- | aoxious to a Danger of that Nature , 
| [that I need not: Diſparage any other'to 
| Enamour you of this, For, the Creator 
© | ist0o full of Excellencies to need to be 
b 

| 

| 
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recommended or ſet off by the Crea- 
ture's Defects. He was ſoverainly Loves 
ly in Himſelf, before they had a Being 3 
nor has his giving us that Paſſion, call'd 
Love, made him the unfitter Objed for 
it, ToloveGod, but becauſe your Mi- 
ſtriſs has perſonal faults, is a. greater, 
than any. of thoſe for which you have 
declin'd her; and is fuch a Solceciſm in 
Seraphick Love; as it were in the Perfian 
Religion, (for that has yet embracers in 
| the Eaſt, as thoſe, that have there con- 
; { vers'd with them, aſſure me) to make 
the Spots that blemiſh the Moon their 
Motives of their worſhipping the Sun. 
; | Hermione is a Lady,to whoſe noble Rea 
* [lations] am too much a Servant, not to 
have a-Reſpet for Her; and I cannot, 
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"without 'condlading her in Extraordj-['*! 
nary perſon, remember how: lately ſhe[# 
*enjoy'd the honour of Captivating Lit-| 4 
damor ; and though ſhe has ſince, by in- 
Juriouſly Declining, juſtly forfeited the 
8 glorious, Title of Bos Miſtreſs; yet theſ 
ib Qualities, that gave it her, made me, a- 
KE” mong divers others, like her fo well,that 
4-5 *S now my Quarrel to her, that ſhe Ts] 
not whar ſhe Was, And therefore what 
ever may fall from my Pen to her difad- 
vantage, relates to Her but as ſhe was, 
or may again be,an Obſtacle to your de- th 
votednelſs'to Seraphick Love.” To ingage La 
you to which, (all this notwithſtanding, 
Lindamor) IT muſt do you the right to [> « 
tell you, thar God deſerves the higheſt J's 
Elevation of your Love, though Hers 2 
*one'had nor rejected it, , 'Were ſhe | 

not only as Handſome as you fancy'd 
her, but as Conſtant: as you wiſh'd her, 
her Beauty,and her Friendſhip too con- ff 
curring,could not have made her other 
than as Diſadvantageous as Injurious, 
a Rival unto God 3 any, inthe'very 
Fruntion of as obliging Returns as her 
Kindneſs could have made your Paſſion, 
{he' would' have deſerv'd but a more; 
moderate Degree of it. Angels, to 
whom Women were never falſe, or _— 
el, 
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| fl; Wed! aw as, cf all thingy 7 
re and. he to whom. $t., John preſents Bones "3 
'M Adoration, refuſed it ” himſelf to di- ds 


Parallels withaoy fading objeQs, to be-, 
C 2 


rect it unto God, , Would not your (elf, 
Lindamor, have thought your Hermione 
abſolutely handſome, though Moors 
had not worn the Devils Livery 5 and 
the. thing call'd deformity, had been as 
wuch a {tranger, as it is. unwelcome to 
her Sex? 'tis true, ſuch is our frailty, 
that, As the 1ſraclites needed a cruel and 
oppreſiive bondage in Egypt, to make 
them reſolve oa returning to the Bleſſed 


Land. of Canaar ; fo oftentimes, the a- 
morous Soul. needs the harſh, ulage of 
a diſdainful Miſtreſs, to diſguſt it with 
its Thraldom , and make it aſpire to ity 
more genuine and ſatisfying objeqt, I 
may therefore. allow Hermonie's defetts 
to have given you freedom and occal1- 
on- to conſider the Prerogatives of Se- 
raphick, Love : but I mult. not allow 
hem to be the chief Motives of your 
zmbracing it. For, it were too 1njuri- 
ous to its glorioas object, to make that 
but .the refuge. of a defeated paſhon, 
hoſe tranſcendency entitles it to more 
han the moſt clevatedand entire- one. 
\las, God needs not theſe beggerly 
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and he were lovely without compar 


ſon, as well as he is ſo above it, Anc 


though I be not ſo unjuſt to deny, tha 


there are Ladies (ſome of which I havd*®* 


the happineſs not to be anknown to my 
ſelf) whoſe Excellencies are capable tc 
ennoble their whole Sex: Yet their 
greateſt accompliſhments, compar'd tc 
his perfeQions, whoſe gifts they are 
are in that eclipſing company, as 1ncon 
ſpicuous as the faint Qualities of more 
ordinary perſons. As when in a clea 
morning-, the Riſfing-Sun vouchſafes 
to viſit us, as well thoſe - bright Stars 
that did adorn. our Hemiſphere, a 
thoſe dark ſhades that did benight it 
vaniſh: Conſonantly whereunto, give 
me leave to obſerve to you, Lindamor 
that though diversof God's Attributes 
are, through his goodneſs, participated 
by his Creatures, yet the Scripture makes 
ſo vaſt a diſparity betwixt the excellen- 
cies that it aſcribes to Men, and the 
ſame perfeQions confider'd as they exiſt 
in God, that it ſeems abſolutely to 
exclude Created Beings from any Ti- 
tle to thoſe Attributesz becauſe they 
poſſeſs them but in a way ſo inferior to 
that tranſcendent, peculiar, and Divine 
manner, 
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come that of our disabus'd Devotion? 
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, [Thus our Saviour ſays to him that (tas 2 
adxivg him but for a. Man call'd him . + 


I6, I' 9. 


hadgood, Why calleſt thou me. good? there xs 
\y done good but one, (that is,) God, Thus A 
vytSt. Payl calls God (or Chriſt) the on- 2 Tim. 6, 
tc ly Potentate , uwiG& Surdsss, though the 75: " "Ip 
5J1Earth be ſhared by ſeveral Potentates 3 1 
eJand even'the devout Exnuch in the AGs, ads 8.19. 
e Jand the depoſed Grandees mentioned Luk.i. 524 8 
nJby the Bleſſed Virgin in her Canticle, = 
re are, in the Original, ſtyled Potentates. 6 
ar] Thus, though there be wiſe Virgins as ,,,,,. - 
= Well as fooliſh; and though our Savi- + 
rs] 9ur tells us, That the Children of this | .c,. 
A World, are, in their generations, wiſer _ .z% 
» | the Children of Light : Yet S, Paul (cruples 

ef not to tearm his Maker, The only wiſe | 5; » 
| God; and thus he elſe-where Para» 17. 
- | phraſes him, He that hath only immor- 

8 z«/ity, though Angels and humane Souls 

off be deathleſs. In ſo incommunicable a 
manner does the ſuperiority of God's ; Tim, 6: 
=} Nature make him poſſeſs thoſe very ex- 8 

+ celleacies, which the diffuſiveneſs of 

) 

| 


his Goodneſs, makes him 'pleaſed to 
communicate. I am the more zealous, 
Lindamor, to transfigure your Love in- 
to Devotion, ( which I muſt defire you 
to look upon but as a vary 'd name for 

C 3 Se- 
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pick Love Feats Thave 6b ervie 
your paſſion 'to*have been q 
impatient of confinement, and t6 have 
eſteem'd whatever may be tearm'd li- 
mits to be priſons. Few therefore. can 
need more, or deſerve better, an ob- 
Jet for their Love, for which too in- 
menſe a vaſtneſs were impoſlible. ' And Þ 
ſuch a one is God, whoſe Soveraign 
petfections render him ſo uncapable of 
being lov'd too much , that the moſt 
aſpiring paſſion can ſcarce arrive ( (6 
much, as) to leſſen its diſproportion 
to the objeqQ. Other' Paſſions, like A 
other Rivers, are moſt lik d when they 
calmly flow within their wonted Banks * 
2 but of Seraphick Love, as of Nilws the 
P . -. very Inundations might be deſirable, 

| -..and his overflowings . make him the 
more welcome. For mortal Beauties, 
our paſſions are like our ſelves: if our 
ſtature chance to exceed a certain ſize 
or Standard.,it makes us monſtrous but 
devotion is like a flawleſs Diamond, 

where the bigneſs taxes the value, and 
the unuſual bulk both rates and inhan- 
ces the luſtre andthe price. To give God 
all our love 1s the greateſt Command 
both of the Law and Goſpel (in its ca- | + 
pacious and teeming womb , both 
COMe 
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riog. and ,. C all he 

other Services God OG and that 
| wy is not, more exacted of us, is not, 
.-. [that an Addition were Culpable, bux 
x [becauſe it is Impoſlible.. So.noble 1s the 
{nature of Devotion, that, it admits;of 
failings but by one of the Extremes, 
which is that of Defect. . Far, Medio; 
crity, ( whoſe Office 'tis to. reſtrain .us 


} os 

% 

e 

e from. approaching the utmoſt Limits.,) 
t 

) 
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which in other Paſſions is an Excellence; 
is here an Imperfe&ton... Or, at leaft, if 
Mediocrity be that which creates Pafh- 
ons Virtues,the Mediocrity of this Love 
| muſt conſiſt in the Boundleſsnels of it, 
| fince that is it which makes it moſt a 
| Virtue. The Man after God's own pg, ..; 
heart is not afraid to own even to his Cervine 42 
Maker an ardency of . Love for Him , OO "RY 
which muſt be expreſt by the (ignifi- Sennert. 
cant Metaphor of Thirſt; and that ſuch i. Pe 
a Thirſt too, as makes the panting Hart F ruraer 
| ( by Naturaliſts obſerved to be a very 4, lib.. 4. 
Dry Creature) bray (as I remember the f7*.7 
Hebrew hath it ) for thoſe refreſhing 
ſtreams, whoſe want diſtreſſes and re- 
duces her to an almoſt gaſping condi- 
tion: 44y very Soul (ſaith he) thirSteth yerr. >, 
for God. And we know, that Thirſt 1s 
not only fo violent an appetite, thatit 
C 4 leſſens 
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Tefſens the Wonder of that- 's bne+ 
-. _ Bargain, whom Hiſtory records to have [#; 
IF ors with bis Kingdom for a Cup of [tb 
_ . Water: But thirſt doth fo confine our 
Longings to what it craves, that no- 
thing elſe can fatisfie them, The wealth 

of both the 7:dies would not excuſe the 
want of a needed Cup, ſuppoſe their 
Poſſeſſor tormented with an Appetite, 
which cannot be quench'd but by Drink, 
To which I muſt add. that the uneafi- 
neſs of unrelieved Thirſt, is not, like that 
of other inconveniencies, leſſen'd by 
Continuance, but grows,by Laſting,the 
more Unſupportable. The ſame inſpir'd 
Poet (cruples not alfo to profeſs ſoſen- 
fible and fo a&ive a Concern for God's 
Intereſts,that the zeal of God's Houſe had 
eater him up;'and hugely troubled he is, 
that others are not affe&ted with the 
Pal. 19, ſame Zeal. 7 beheld ({ayes he) the Tranſ- 
153- greſſors, and was grieved , becauſe they kept 
Ibidem, y. 20t thy Word, Nay, Rivers of waters, 
13% Afayes he, run down mine Eyes, becauſe they 
kept not thy Law; and, to manifeſt how 
much the tendernefs and unreſerv'dneſs 
of his Love, made him think thoſe his 
[ friends or_enemies, that wereſo to God, 
B Mine eyes (ſays he) ſhall be upoz the faith- 
} Pl, 101, ful of the Layd, that they may dwell with 
l F | me 
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belt ſerve me, Do not Thate them," Eord,'Pial. 1396 | 
[that bate Thee, and am not T grieved with * oo 
thoſe, that riſe up againſt Thee? I bate - 
them with a perfe# hatred, I count then 


mine enemies, At this Rate did pious 
David love his Maker; but he was fo 
far from thinking this Rate” Exceſhive, 
that , tranſported by the ſenfe of his 
Perſonal Diſability to pay that Divine 
ObjeCt all the Love that his PerfeCtions 
merited; he is not content to rouſe y 

all his own faculties to Praiſe God, 


( Bleſs the Lord, O my Soul, and all that is Pal. 103, I 


within me bleſs his Holy Name) but he in- 7: 
vites all the Godly to affi{t him in the 


Payment of ſo vaſt a Debt. (Love the Pal. 1193 


Eord all ye Saints, for &c.) And again, ** _. 
(Praiſe the Lord , all ye Nations, praiſe Pal, 138, 
him all ye People. ) And not content * 
neither frequently to do this , as may 
appear by very many paſlages of his Sa- 
cred Poems, he extends his Invitation 
to the Angels, and all the other Hoſts 
of God , and concludes the Book of 
Pſalms, with a, Let every thing that hath 
breath praiſe the Lord. Hallelujah. 

Nor does it invalidate what has now £,x 4. 
been delivered, that ſome Men have, 
even by Deyout Perſons, been —_ 
Or 
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for too ts. |, aL gs it, 
an. exceſs of Loves, but. a want 9.9 
 cretion, that was, guilty of their a 
The Expreſſions of our. Love to God 
ought to be regulated, not by our blin 
= wild Phancies, but by his reveale 
Will, ( as. Chriſt ſayes, If you love me, 
keep my Commandments) and therefore it 
1s very poſhble to be Too devour, not 
becauſe any Expreſſion of Seraphick wh 
Love can be made. with too much Ar- ”w 
dency, whilſt 'tis confider'd abſtractedly 
in it ſelf, and irrelatively to the reſt; ;1. 
But becauſe that there being ſeveral.du- 


no 
ties of Love, which require an Ardenc ;n; 
of it, 'tis injurious to exerciſe all that in Þ 
one alone, or a few, that belongs equal- } .. 


ly to the 'negledted others, We muſt 
not (as too many Profeſſors. are now || ,, 
wont to do, of whoſe error you may re- | , 
ceive a fuller account in ſome other Pa- 
pers) daſh in pieces the two Tables of 
the Law againſt one another 3 But muſt 
ſo love God with all our Res as to love 
our Neighbour as onr ſelves. Yoga know 
what our Saviour ſaith to the Phariſees, 
that Tithed Mint, and Cummin,. with 
| a_ neglect of Judgment, Mercy , and 
FIR Faith, thoſe weightier matters, of. the 
23, Law z Theſe ought you (id) to have 
one, 


Y = II. « 4 ' . Fee 4 
T F jw 4% | » 3. AMET: 28 
AF, ad as rl 
-» * i 


- 


"Hoe, "and' rot to Teave the other "undone. 
nd; mdeed, .this partiality, Lindemor , 
pbich- makes us difplay-ſo much of the 
rength-and vigor of our- Spirits' in 
ſome favourite-Duties, that we can but 
languidly and perfunCGorily perform 
thoſe others we are leſs fond of, begets 
in Devotion a Diſeaſe, not unlike that 
new one in Children we call the Rzckets, 
which ſome Learned Phyſicians do not 
improbably conceive to ariſe from the 
unequal nutrition of the parts. For, 
though none of them receive excefhive 2 
nouriſhment, yet ſome of them receiv- be 
ing as much as is convenient for them , 
and thereby growing 'up to their natu- 
ral bigneſs, whilſt others are leſs nou- 
riſh'd than (-were the body healthful ) ; 
they would be, do grow ſo little, that #4 
the ſounder parts- ſeem over-grown , "1 
and ſo the diſproportion betwixt them 

and the Ricketing ones, makes the 

whole body they compoſe miſhapen 

and unwieldy, But, Lindamor, this 
proves not that we can love God too 

much , but only that we may imploy 

too much of that Love, in this or 

that way of expreſſing it, Whilſt we 

are (as Job ſpeaks ) Inhabitants of theſe Job. 4.1g, 
houſes of clay, there are many Duties, 
which 
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diſtracted, 


which 4a 2s TO halts: an..it 


"8 more immediately to God, As 
St. Pawl tells us, that there is difference 
betwixt Married and Single perſons, the 
affettions of the one being art liberty to 
devote themſelves more undiſtratedly 
to God, whereas thoſe of the other arg 
(as Adam's were, betwixt 
his © Wh and his Rib, ) But, where a 
diret and immediate expreſſion of 
love to' God defrauds not any. other 
Daty, there it is free from the danger 

of Exceſs, Though Prayers may ea ay 
be too long, and Faſts grow exorbi- 
tant 3 yet Chriſt could ſpend the whole 
night in Prayer, and Faſt forty dayes 
without immoderateneſs, when the 
other expreſsions of his Love to his Fa- 
ther,and the other exerciſes of his Me+ 
diatory FunQion, were not thereby 
diſturb'd, but further'd and promoted. 

And ſo . Zlijjah might inculpably faſt 
long, when that faſting did not diſable 
him to proſecute his journey to the 
Mount of God; and- though juſt men 
here on Earth muſt expreſs their Love 
to their Maſter by (that bufie diſtract- 
ing, and remoter way of ſervice) trade- 
ing with his Talent truſted to them3 


yet 


fity of our affeQions, as'thoſe which: _ 
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diſpenſes them from thoſe laborious an 
gvocating duties to diftrefſed Chriſtians, 
and their own ſecular Relations, which 4 
are here requiſite to be perform'd their I3 
glorify'd ſpirits may now, without any  ' © 
immoderate devotion, imploy, I fay nor, 

their time, but their Eternity it ſelf, 

in converfing with God, and follow- 

ing the Lamb whitherſoever he goes. 

And congruouſly-I obſerve, that the Rev, ,; 
four myſterious Beaſts, allow'd to ap- $7: 
proach neareſt to the Throne of God, 
though their many wings, and more nu- 
merous eyes, intimate them of a very 
active nature, are repreſented to us in 

the Apocalypſe , as addicted but to 

one imployment, ceaſing zeither day nor 

night from ſaying. Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord Ver. $: 
God Almighty; and from giving Glory, *- 
and Honqr, and Thanks unto him. And 
of thoſe that have whited their Robes int 
the blood of the Lamb , this account is in 
the ſame Book given us, thet they are be- 
fore the Throne of God, and ſerve him day 
and night in his Temple, So true 1s 
it, that no degree of Seraphick, Love can 
be exceſsive, nay, not any expreſsion 
of it immoderate, unleſs it be made 


ſo, not by its greatneſs, but by its uſur- 
pation, 


Rev.7. 145 
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pation; whereby it either; ingroſles-orffift 
1nvades what belongs to.its 1njur'd; —_ 
languiſhing aſſociates.. - Qur Love unto 
the Creatures is a preſent, but uato Gad 
it is a Tribute, and though. we may 
ealily play. the Prodigals-.1in parting 
( over-freely ) with our Gifts, we can | jan 
ſcarce be ſo in the payment of, our Þ| ted 
Debts; for, be the ſums never-:ſo-valt || baf 
we pay away, their being due, in ſpite [| no! 
of their. being great , makes the 'Dif- | W 
burſement too much an Ac of Juſtice, [| $y' 
to be one of Profuſeneſs. Seraphick, Þf thi 
Love, ( whoſe paſſionatenefſs is its beſt || to 
complexion) has then molt approach'd || vic 
Its nobleſt meaſure, when it can lealt be || yo 
meaſur'd : nor ought its extent to ad- I Ge 
mit any other limits than an utter diſa» || no 
bility to exceed thoſe that terminate it, | D! 
For he alone loves God as much as he || ful 
ought, that loving him as much as he | th 
can, ſtrives to repair the deplor'd im: | ſe 
perfection of that Love, with an extream | cic 
regret to find his Love no greater, Such || a& 
a ſublimity of Love will beſt entitle |} co 
you. to the Conſolation accruing from. | th 
that memorable paſſage of St. John, | W 
7 Joh, 4, Where he ſays, that God is Love, aud be | C 
16, that dwelleth in Love dwelleth in God, ard | m 
God in bim , which ſupplies me with a; Wit 
forcible 
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breible InJdacement, to invite-you to 

an caper aſpiring to a Tranſcendency 
in Devotion, ſince it 'may render Self- 
denial ſo eafie, that *twill ( at lafÞ) al- 
moſt diveſt that name. For, this ſub- 
Iimer- Love being, by an intimate con+ 
Junction with itsObjeCct, wholly devo. 
ted to it, ana throughly refined from all 
bafe droſs of ſelfiſhneſs and intereſt, 
nobiy begets a moſt ſtrit Union of our 
Wills with God's (or rather) a perfe& 
Submiſſion of the one to the other. And 
thus, when it is become Your Will 
to obey His, no diſpenſations of Pro- 
vidence will immoderately diſquiert 
you, for, you poſleſs your Wiſhes in 
General, and in Bulk, though pofhbly 
not-alwayes in Retai], For, yourchiefeſt 
Defire being ro ſee vour Maker's Will 
fulfll'd, your knowledge of his being 
the Sovereign and uncontroll'd Diſpo- 
ſer of the Events,afſures you,that all Ac- 
cidents that can befall you, are but ex- 
at Accompliſhments of his Will, and 
confequently of Yours, ſo far forth as 
that is included and compriz'd in'His. 
When you. have Refign'd;, or rather 
Canſign'd, your expropriated Will (if I 
may ſocall it) roGod, and thereby (as 


It were) entruſted him to Will for you's 
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ons'towards you, are, in effe&, the AQ 
of your own Will, with the advantage 
of their being Direted and Specifiec 
by Him. Ano advantage .that does at 
once aſlure you both of their ReCtitude 
and Succeſs, God's Wiſdom, , Power 
and Love to you confider'd, how. mud 


more happy muſt you be iin your Opti- | 


ons of his chuſing far you , than your 
immediate own 2 The Patient, thinks 


himſelf nn to gratifie bis Phyſician] 


for chuſfing for him what ſorts of Meat 
he is to feed on; though the Dottor 
be wont to make ſuch a choice for him, 
as deprives him of the Diſhes he beſt 
Likes, and oftentimes confines him to 
thoſe he: Loaths. Alaſs, How often 
might God ſay of our Requeſts, as Chyzſt 
did of thoſe of the two aſpiring Dil 
ples, Te know not what ye ask? I ad- 
mire, and- bluſh to read in an Heathen 
Satyriſt ſo Heavenly a Leflon, as, 


I. 


Permittes ipſis expendere Numinibas , 
quid 

Conveniat nobis , rebuſque fit utile n0- 
ſtris : 

Naw pro JTucundis Utilia queque da- 

bunt Dt, 


Charior 


.OsgnD 


Gee 
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4 anpulu, &' ceca- pravaque cupidine 
ai, 
Conjuginm petimus periningas wxoris 5. 
 atillis” 
Notum, qui- pueri,, qualiſque futura fe it 
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LOS 
3. 


| Unto the wiſer Gods the care per- 
mir, 

al :'-OF what's For us and our affairs moſt 

fy :.' Fit. 

rj Theywill for pleaſant things the Beſt 


n confer ; 
th To whom Man is, than to himſelf, 
, more dear. ' 
15 We by our blinder Paſſions led a» » 
; ſtray. 
'S$ Do for a Wife perhaps or Children 
ra 
iS Which hoy may chance refuſe us out 
of Love. 

Knowing what both the Wife and 

Boys would prove, 


The conſideration of which made 

a Heathan Philoſopher ſay, That he was 
wont only in general terms to beg 
Good things of . _ leaving it to 
them 
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good for him. And indeed: our awn 

Wiſhes are bar too commonly as blind 

as Rachel's, who having (o eagetly long- 

& for Children, char fie impatiertly 

28 "Op cries, Give me Children, or elſe T dye, died 

” 72” in Child-bearings And as deftrudive 
4 to the Wiſhers, as their Longing 

prov'd tothe murmuring 1#aelites, -who 

 Joathing the. wholeſome Matmna ( that 

"Nom. 1x, Bread of Angels) God had provided for 

33- them, are their own Bane in the Fleſh; 

they had (ſo greedily Juſted for. - Thus, fx 
Lindamor, that ſo' affrighting virtue of 

Self-denial proves to be littlemore than /4, 

a Son's Letter of Attorneyto his Father, |, 

| of whoſe paternal Kindneſs and con- 

ſanimate Abilities in the management 

of affairs, his confidence amounts unto a 

certainty. Nay, till my ſecond Thoughts 

check'd the over-forward Impetuoſfity 

of my firſt, I was about to add, Sincef 

God reſents an infinite ſatisfaGion in 

the arcomplifhment of his own Will | yy 

your Making over your whole Will toff | 

God, will impart ro you that Felicity, 

propottioned to the degree of the Re- 

fignment: And as the Eye, whilſt by the 

Oprivk Nerve ty'd anto the Head, fc 

ehain'd; can taſte delights, Me 
- ca 
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detdt6 ,” 'be 6 Iron ver'd from it 7 
hoagh C otherwiſe) ' it enjoy the beſt 
ondition of which its inanimate Nas. 
ture cay beſuppos'd ro be capablet So 
may your Will by an Identity or Same» 4 
neſs (iti Tendenicy, though not in Na> +3 
tute) with your Makers, as 'twere En- 4 
grafted into! Gods, receive a new and 
an enlarged capacity; which will enable 

uco contain and relliſh joys, bighly 
tranſcending thoſe, which the fulleft fru- | 
mion'of your private wiſhes were a- w 
ble co create, Thusſelf-denial isa kind - 1. 
of Holy Afﬀociation with God , 'and 4 
(by making you, bis Partner) imterefles 
you tn all bis happineſs and acquifiti- 
ons; And conſonantly we fee that Glo- 
rify'd Saints and Bleſſed Angels, whoſe 
Wilt have the moſt exquiſite and. ex- 
at*Confortaity to Gods, enjoy a haps 
pineſs moſt approaching hisz whereas the 
Apoſtate'Spirits, in a confirm'd repug- 
nancy to his Will, fiad the extremity of 
wretchedneſs. | 

But though I dare not own, Lindamor, gg, 5, 
fo bole a Sally, yet I dare without ſcru- 
ple improve the difcourfe that preceed- 
ed'it, to make out to you an advantas 
geous difference of Serephich Love from 
ordinary Flanies. For, he that makes 

D 2 a pre- 
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a- Preſent of. his” Heart t 
Beauty, / even by her welcoming it, and/ 
lodging it with her own, grows ſubject. 
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to have it woundedin her Breaſt. Thoſe 
misfortnnes reach him that would o- 


 therwiſe terminate in her : Her aflitions: 


torment him , whilft his own reprieve 
him and the feljcity of. two perſons 
grows. requiſite to make one happy. 
The letting out our love to mutable 
Objects, doth ,but inlarge our hearts, 
and make them the wider marks for 
fortune, and capable of bejng wounded 
in more places : for,although Love may 
as well make us participate the joys, as 
reſent the infelicities of the parties 


' lov'd ; yet even the leaſt unhappy per- 


ſons do in ſo fickle and ſo tempeſtuons 
a Sea, as we all find this world, meet 
with ſo many more either croſs Wirids, 
or {ſtormy Guſts, than proſperous Gales 3 
and we are ſo much more ſenſible of 
pain than pleaſure, . (an aching Corn, 
though lefs than a ſickneſs, unfitting us 
toreliſh the otherwiſe perfe& health of 
the whole Body) that even friendſhip 
it (elf though a much calmer affeQion 
than Love, ought to be declin'd as in- 
jurtQus to our Quiet, did we conſider it 
but as a partoterſhip of fortunes , - not 
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an £ Virtues. . Bar hes whoſe 
wiſer Loye' ſettles it ſelf oa God, is,not 
, only by the Immutable ahd-even Effen- 
tial happineſs of that adorable Objet, 
ſecur'd: fromy participated | infelicities 5 
bur finds his- perſonal crofles and 'di- 
ſtreſſes (weetned, by conſidering, that 
what he molt Loves is moſt Happy, and: 
as able as willing in due time to make 
him ſo, And” though” Serephick Love 
.makes us partake but God's Felicities, 
yet his acceptance of it makes him re- A 
ſent our ſorrows : In' all their affii@ions Ea. 63.4, 3 
be ws affiided, ſays the Prophet of; God, A 
and of the Jſrae/ites. And ſo the Sonof "OY 
God, (who is ſo much One with thoſe b 
that love him, that both he as the Head, 

and they as the Members,are ſometimes, 

as making up one Body, call'd by. one r Cor. 12, 
Name, Chriſt) though as high as. Hea- 7*: 

ven above the reach of perſonal or im- . 
mediate perſecutions, call'd outto Saul. 
far an intention of harming thoſe that 

lov'd him, Saul, Sant; why perſecuteſt than 

me2 And, to demonſtrate the tender- 

neſs of this compaſiion,, the Prophet 

ſays to the return'd 1/raelites, concerning 

God, He that toucheth you, toucheth the 72.2.8, 
Apple of his Eye, Nor is God's Coms 

paſſion like a Miſtreſſes, a grieving only, 
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Pity, wherdby the (uf 
ing Lover is-oftenrtimes leſs comfort 


Y ” 
* 
Do 
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afflidted, becauſe it breeds her diſquiet 


\ 


ub 


_ but God's is a compaſſion, theught m 


aftive, yet Serene, and/worthy of him-| fy 


felf,, which, without producing the diſ- 
hore produces the effects of :the 
moſt ſenſible pity, by engaging him tof . 
a timely relief and reſcue: As that. 
frefhly mentioned expreflion, i all their 


efflifions he was affliGed, isimmediately 
ow'd by, and "the Angel of his pre- 
ſence ſaved them ; in his love, and in bis 
pity, he redeemed them, and he bave them 


and carried them all the days of old, Yes, | 


tkis pity, for its \not diſturbing God's 
happineſs, enclines him not the leſs to 


- expreſs a ſenſe of our miſeries, and 


makes us find (to uſe a Scripture Phraſe 
as I would render it) x4» &; Vraveys Condyal 
Grace for an opportune relief, I \ays 
with the Divine Writer, 4a oppportane 
or ſeaſonable relief 3 becauſe ut comes 
not always when ir 'is moſt deſired 
but when it is 'moſt fitz and when 
that is, he that hath at once all preſent, 
paſt, and future things in his proſpect, 
is fitteſt to determine, Chriſt's words 
to hisNiſciples, (77 is not For you to _ 
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cr: "TH he Hacn, 1 
F hath put -in bis own power) mat L 
- more :Caſes than 54 +, 
ton'd them. 'The Cencanitilh Women Mat. 7.277. «3 
pan put up aRefuſal,and the Reprog | 
ful name of a Dog, (which.yet ys the 
way, was a Paraphraſe commanly -e- 
nough w'd- by the Jemaey "0 Bah hen 
and as ſagh; was .under Wk th The Text 
Bveris Gentile. wot Greek, - The 7 rae 17-0 —_— 
, (Ceomprifing/the. Patriarchg theis Progs- 5 STOR 

aitors)-were reduced to wait fqur hun- Sropbeni- 

dred: and thirty years, er they wer in © 8 

troduced into the Promis'd I gion with © 

during a great part of that any Joe Cangan, | 
of time, Janguiſh'd and groan'd ynder Ga.;. :5, 3 
-the heavy Burthens, and ather as heayy 

Preſſures, of the as cruelly as.unſucceſs- 

fully Politick Zgyptiaps. St. Pay! him- E:tk28, 

{elf Pray the Lord thrice for the F6- 2 Cor. 12, 

moval OL f that rude axpMnd. TH up 24y, Thare =>: - 

to the fleſh (whatever that may mean nN,) 

Nay, of the Bleſſed Yirgin-Mother her Luk-:, 48- 
ſelf, her Divine Soq woyld nat be ound 

till the third Nay, though ſheſay gh him 

{orrgwing. And Lazar#s,t0 Even 

during his Sickneſs, he youchſafed (a 

Title, to which all Ceſers were hut Tri- 

fles) the yle of Friend, which embold- Job-r1.3; - 
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© © © thoughtimpoſlible z and wasſo indee 


Diſtreſs is ynrelievable by: bis Power, 
= © fo noExtremityofit is inconſiſtent with 
"= x - his Compaſſon, no, notwith his Friend- 


under the notion of a Refiner : and ris 
northe caſtom of Refiners to ſnatch the 
belov'd Mera}, out'of the Fire, as ſooti 

as it feels the violence of that purifying 
Element, nay, yor as ſoon as it is Melted 

by it, . but they let it long endure rhe 

; brunt of the attive Flames, acuated by 
Exciting Blaſts, till it have ſtood its due 

- time in theFire, and there obtair'd irs 


you will give one that converſes-with 
Furnaces, though he be no Pretenderto 
the Philoſophers Stone, leaveto improve 
A Chimical Metaphor, and obſerve, that 
though in Aﬀiidtions, eſpecially Natio- 
nal or Publick'Calamities, God often- 
times ſeem to make no diſtintion_ be- 
twixt the*Objedts of his Compaſhon, 
and thoſe of his Fury, indiſcriminately: 
inyolving 


t 


to any leſs Power' than Omniporencs. 
"Which manifeſts, that as /no degree'6f 


ſhip. He whoſe Spirit inſpired the Pro 
phets, is in the laſt of them repreſented' 


BEES DTIC 


Full Purity and Splendor. And1 hope, - 


'by a, He whois the lov ft) was' permits in 
ted notpnly to Lyeadying,burts Dyes | y« 
his Reſcye being deferr'd, tilf"ic was ja 
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la Wars in undi "RY 
765 yer his Preſeionce Ks inteations = AOL. 
Pas 5 voſt difference-, where his Infliions | 
44d0 not ſeem to, make Any: As, when 
on. the ſame Teſt, and with theſclf-Gme ..,. - 7 
Fire, we urge as'well the Gold, as the  .-. 
blended Lead, or Aotimony3 but with. » 
fore-knowing ; and defi igniog ſuch a.diſ- 
patity-in che Events, as to-Conſume the 
ignobler, Minerals ,, or blow them of - 
inco-Droſs or, Fumes,and make the Gold 
more 'pure and full of Luſtre. 
' It: is true, Lindawor, and (not to be Sebi. 6, 
ſuſpedted of Partiality towards a Love 
which ſo littie needs it, to be thought fit 
ta be preferr'd before all other Paſſions) 
I ſhall acknowledge it, that the Happi- 
neſs 'reſulting-from thoſe many Prero- 
gatives, I haye endeavor'd to diſcover 
| $r0-you in a Tranſcendent degree of Se. 
| raphick' Love, is moderated by the Et- 
Fes of that Sublimity ) the Eager De» 
fires it creates of a more compleat Fru- 
ition,, of its perfe& and Divine Objett. 
Such aſpiring Salljes of the longiog Soul 
made the languiſhing Spouſe in the Cars Cait. 3,5; 
ticles cry out, Stay me with Flaggons, 
comfort me with Apples, for I am ſick, of 
Love, Such made the raviſh'd Apoltle 


delire to returez { far ſq I ſhquld rather piy.c,v;- 
tranſlate 
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; tranſlate the word' 27="there;' inde 
Lak, I2, } find it * elſewhere to fignifie) and to bi 
7”  ' withChrif* And the laſpir'd Poettt 
| cxpretiets longings to the Bleſſed'Ot 

, Phalqz.r, ject of them, As the Hart pameth of ter the 
*%*  water-brooks, ſo panteth'my Soul aftes thee 
O God. © My Soul thirſteth for God, for#k 
living God ; When ſhall I come and appta 

| beforeGod? But, Lindamor,it was firrhat 

to elevate our thoughts and wiſhes tc 
Heaven, ſonſe peculiar, and elſewhere 

© Incommunicable depree of Joy ,ſhoule 
- + be reſerv'd for us there,  And*tis a good 
fign, and'ſuch as worldly Obje&s'can 

not boaſt, when the Incompleatneſs of 

our Seraphick Lover's happineſj in bis 
fruitions, proceeds not from'theirwant 

of Satisfaforineſs', bat his want'of an 
Entirer Poſſeſſion of them. And let-me 

tell you, Lindamor, thateventhis uneafte 

State of Separation, is ſweetned'with at 

much Allay as is conſiſtent with itsbeing] t« 

a Grief. For, the DivineEvidence and t« 
Teacher of Gods Love, pronounging af} 
Thirſt after Perfe&ion to bea Title conc] t 

Mat. 5.6. (according tro thoſe Scriptgres.,' Blefſedf| © 
are they that bunger and thirſt after righ-|| Þ 

' teonſneſs : for they ſhall be ſatisfied! And, It 


Rev. 22, Let him that js thirſt come, and whoſoeverl 


I74 will let him teke of the water of Life reel) 
an 
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Jond the joys of Heaven being ſo walt, * 
44 that erllys alſetheir Nature Rn 
$J chem; each new aſſurance is a:new de- 

4 gree-of them , and is acceptable to our 


1 hope, though uneaſte to [our deſires. 
1 And theſe baitings' at compleat felicity 
tarf ſhould notbe more unwelcome for the 
1ad preſeat diſquier they, { ; than che 
tof contrary for the zeal _— ue and 
J thefelicity they promiſe. For this pra» 
duction of the' Spirit in our Hearts may 
{ be juſtly tearmed as = Spirit himſelf in 4 
4 Seripture is, A# earreſe 3' which, chough aj 
{ by being ſuch, ic confeſſes be Aelf _ a 
ig be the entire (am, ' yet is'not only a 
nt part of 4t, but a Pledge: And, Line 
of dayor, how fapportable is this chusqua- = 
| lify'd Allay of the: Joys of Sor-phick 
j Love, in compariſon of- the' diſquiets 
1 and'the tormeats /that are wont to ate 
tend ſenſual Love ?. I ſhall nocloſerime 
to enumerate how many it is ſuppoſed 
xj to have ſent to their Graves ; becauſe, 
though I find thoſe Tragical Stovies rife 
enough in Romances, yet I figal-them 
Rarities every where but in thoſe-fabu+ 
lous compoſures z and though I have 
had the curioſity to viſit ſome of thoſe 
warmer Regions, where the yung of 
AVC 


$ - a. = I - -_ 5 
4+ Fy $7. , 4% _ n _ 4 . © 4 »4 
TS RIES. x" For a. vue) : ; IS, 
. 7. / . > i 4 F -_ 
»Y WEAY. _ 
2 4 u : 


ow 


_ ;Pox) I:remember not to 


Queſtion with pretty ſtore of others of 


on <- 6 ods 3% AR ho. 
<P OP Fe 3 
*y ISEWY = 4 . yo is FE” | 
d 


have obſery! at 
Love tohave ever been the death of afly,, 
ny man: unleſs, ſpeaking like Philoſs 

.Phers, 'who make .Reaſon the Efſeatiaſl,;; 
Conſtituent form of -a Man, we.wilk,; 
affirm,that Love,by. dethroning Reaſon fr" 


_ - .though it-leave the: Lover alive ,-dot 


ill the Man. But, though I am loath tof,, 
ut ſa bad a complement upon Man, 
kind, as to:ſay, That:Love is wont to de-ſ 
ſtroy mens lives 3 yer Ithink it would. bef q; 


..x» 00 calumny to \ay, Jt-mueh diſquiers {c 


them, | Icould ask. you, How long many} ,, 
a Lover muſt continuea ſervant4o-pur-| 
chaſe the Honour of being taken notice 
of to:be ſo? and I- could recruit that 


the like nature, but thac I ſuppoſe your 
Memory will ſave my Pen the labour of 
repreſenting to you: the Torments. of 
Love, which they that feel them, would 
little leſs juſtly chan they do frequently 
ſtyle Martyrdoms, if the greatneſs on- 
ly, without the Cauſe and Obje& of 
Men's (offerings, ſuffic'd to make them 
Martyrs. And though the Condition 
of Lovers be in Romances ſo dexterou(- 
ly and delightfully deſcrib'd, that. nat 
| only 
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nly- ſariguine Readers are tranſported, , 
"£Duteven [ my ſelf have been ſarprized- 
= ito; inclinations, to 'admire- and envy. 
*Fheir felicity 5 yer when ſome I was con- 
2®Fern'd for , have' been really concern'd 
ind engag'd in ſomeadventures, my en-> 
'y quickly turn'd- into pity, ' For,' the - 
Repulſes, the” Regrets, the Jezlouſies, 
he ;Fears, the Abſenſes, the Deſpairs,: 
 tONand+the reſt-of the afflicting Diſquiers 
40-Jof Loversz though in well-writ Ro- 
Je- mances they are ſoon read over bythe 
bel diverted Peruſer ; yet they are not ſo 5 
Sl ſoon wearther'd out, nor fo eafily fap- 1M 
[ported the diſconſolate. Lover, bo 
r-| whoſe Infelicities, though they may be 
© I perhaps ſo handſomely deplor'd, - as to 
A | delight the Reader; yet truſt me, Lin- 
f damor, 'tis a much happier condition-to 
I | be free from misfortunes , than to be 
Ff | able to complain eloquently -of them, 
ff And as I have with delight beheld a 
1 | ftorm excellently drawn by ſome rare 
/ | Artiſt's Penfil; but when I was this 
" | Spring toſt by the rude winds that blew 
| meout of Holland, | found a real Storm 
| | 2 very troubleſome and uneafie thing : 
ſo the condition of -a Lover, though 
drawn by a ſmooth Pen, is wont 
ſtrangely to affe&t and pleaſe us3 yer 
| when 
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It s*a mel better bef©* 
look'd or then embrac'd ; and \expe-F* 
rience gives tnen of irmuch(ſadder and)} by 
mote unwelcome notions than deferipri- Þ 
on did.*+ Nor phancy; Eindewor, tharÞ-® 
the trotubleſomneſs of your ſufferings Þ*'* 
is Love proceeded but from theif not'}' 
being zeceptable-to het for whom' you Þ 
endured them; for hid your: Miſtrifs: 
crown'd ther with Myrtle, and' prov'd 
as Kind to you as Hymer could have 

. made her, yet, I fear, ſhe conld havere- |* 
cotnpenc'd you but by difabafing you ; 
and could tior have freed you from'the 
need of happineſs, but only from a 
miſtake concerning itz For, methinks , 
Lindamor, moſt of theſe tranftory 
Goods, that we areſo fond of,” may nor- 
utifitly be reſembled*to the ſenfitive 
Plant, 'which you have admir'd at $19m- 
Garden; for, as, though we Gaze 
on it with Attention and Wonder, 
yet, wheh we come to touch it, the 
Coy delufive Plant | immediately | 
ſhrinks in its diſplayed Leaves, and 
_— - ſelf into — _-_ Di- 
menffons, difadvantageouliy diftermg 
from the former 5 whickic axiin ce 
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&r, pore: So theſe ObjeQts-that charm us 
be$* 2 diſtance, and whil'& gaz'd on with: 
3 $be Eyes of Expectation and. Deſires. 
3 Fyben 2 more immediate Poſſeſſion hath 
tj. Pat. them into our Hands, their former 
+> .aftre vaniſhes, and. chey appear quite 
ps Pifering things from whac before they 
ot feem'd 3 though after Deprivatian oe 
\bſence ' hath made - us. forget their 
mptineſs, -and we be reduc'd ro look 
upon them again at. a diſtance, they re- 
cover in moſt Mens eyes. their former 
. Beauty, and are as capable as before to 
., jinveigle and delude us. I muſt add, 
Lindamor, that when I compare to the 
Senſitive Plant moſt of theſe Tranfitory 
things, that are flatter'd with the title 
of Goods, I do not out of that number 
except moſt Miſtreſſes, For, though [ 
am no ſuch enemy to Matrimony ,, as 
ſome (for want of underſtanding the 
Raillery, I have ſometimes us'd in or- 
dinary diſcourſe ) ate pleas'd to think 
me, and would not refuſe you my Ad- 
vice(though I would not fo readily give 
| you my Example) to turn Votary to 

thmen; yetT have obſerv'd ſo few Hap- 

py Matches, and ſo many unfortunate 


ones; and haveſorarely ſcen Men love 
| | their 
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Sn pv rn ne To i 
eX.00t t Legi ators, 
y to wy Marriages. Iadiſſoluble 11 
to.wake. them. Laſting. - And I canno {6 
"NY ficlier compare. Marriage than to bo ty 
I rery 3 for in both, he that ventures may} bi 
4 Succeed, and may Miſs, and if he'draw 
A Prize, he hath a rich: Return: of his} 
Venture: -But-in both Lotterics:thereſ 
lies pretty ſtore of Blanks for every} 
Prize. And for your particular, Lim- 
damor, the World'is much miſtaken-in 
both your Humors, .if . Hermione's andf of 
Yours be not ſo unſuitable , that (toſſhi 
make haſte from ſo nice a Subjet) had|m 
ſhe juſtifi'd your' expeRation of her{p! 
kindneſs, you would have poſleſs'd them 
Perſon without. pofleſſing the Happi-ſſhi 
neſs you . expeted: And might haveſjde 
found yourſelf as ſenſibly diſappointed 
by. her. Grant, as you were by her 
Change. 

But I forget, Lindamor., that-I re- 
ſolv'd _ nor to. inſiſt on Parallels, and 
therefore, inſtead of proſecuting the 

\ Diſcourſe my. Pen has flipt into, .con- 
concerning the.advantages of gerapbick, 
compar'd with ordinary, Love; I ſhall 
venture to eacourage you to. the For-iþ 
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3 to the Jutter ; yy 


Cnr rant you in-it: Yes;Lir 


Iſfhall nor ſcruple to tell you; charyh 
Goo Fs Hermione may not 
ilitate your Devotion, partly by 
ring all:the' Chains, excepting one, 
that faſtned your Aﬀettion'to unſatisfy- 


Objeds, "and reſtrain'dit from ſoar- 
oe to the fublimeſtz and/partly, by ex- - 


falting your Paſſion to a" Height fir for 


Seraphick, Flames. For, Love hath this of 
Noble, that ic makes us diveſt our ſelves 
of Selfiſhneſs ,{light fortune,quiet,ſafety, 
honour, life,” and all our own Concern- 
ments, when their coming into Com- 
petition with the Lov'd parties Intereſts, 
may render their ſacrifice acceptable to 
her ; and-makes us think Goods or Ills : 
deſerve thoſe names, but as they come 
tous Fromor Through Her, You could 
ſcarce have-Learn'd a better Lefſon,even 
from a much better Maſter 3 for, Love 
having thus accuſtom'd you to (what is 
hought moſt difficule in that Virtue) 
he Acts of Self-denial, you need almoſt 
dat- Transfer your Flames from an Infe- 
ior and Miſtaken, to their True and 
Nobleſt Obje&t, and you will have ex- 


alted and refined your Loveinto Devo- 
E tion s 
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© . ion, as the having formerly; Dylooſer 
 - Airs, and (perohance) wanton Songs,” 
__- learn'd to-Improve and; to: Comma 
_ ones Voice;is,totheskill of Singing theſe 
= * devout Hymns and. Heavenly Anthems; 
> © in which the, Church-Militant' ſeems 
4 ambitious to. emulate the Triumphant, 
| and Eccho back the ſolemn Praifesand 
6 Hallelujabs- of the Celeſtial Quire, 
bt And, as by Hunting, though (poſhbly) 
WL. we follow but ſome-poor fugitive Hare, 
T) or fome. ſuch Trifling Game, we gain 
that Vigor, that Sufferance, and Agi- 
lity, that fits us for the Toils and Mili- 

' tary Hardſhips that are exatted-in the 
purſuit of Gloxy and of Empire : $0 
though in Love: (Devotion'sPrentice- 
ſhip) the Courted Creature be ofren 
conſiderable enough, to make our Ele- 
tions fit to be numbred among ſach as 
thoſe that made Love be'Painted 
Blind 5 yet in the Progreſs and'Condutt 

of our Paſſion, we contra fuch dif-in- 
terefled and-refign'd Habitudes, as, be- 

ing preferr'd'to ferve Caleſtial Objects, 

do excellently qualifie us for- Devo- 
tion. And in effe&, a fervent Love 
ſeems little leſs than Devorionmif- 
addreſt, 
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_ you 'ofve- Toy "Mitreſt Lie le.of "8 
.Boddefs;: nd ralk of nothing to herybut "44 
of 7upof Hearts, Aﬀdoring, Sacrt- 
"hees |, Martyrdoms 3 does tiot all:rhis 
imply; that though it be ſajd-to Hery/vis 
tro.4 Divitiityz which is fo much 
the-Truc-and Genuine Object of Mew's 
Love, thit:we'carifot ext that paſſion 
fot afy other; withourmaveſting it with 
the Notiohs and Artributes/of God? As 
Childrett diſcloſe the' inbred kindnefs 
they have for thoſe perſons, by calting —: 
the Babies they:moſtdeat upon by the 7 
dear Mother, or lov'd' Nurſes Names. Exod. 32, 77 
Ard, as Aaro#, and the revolting Jews, oo "J 
by juſtifying to themſelves hes ARGS. latter of © 
tion of wh [dos they 'bad ſet. up/þy whichit's wh 
etributing the Title of God to whit 1 1c 
they zdor'd;, did racirly acknowledge the Feaft 
Adoration to be due only to the Deity': ns, 
fo does:a Loyer', by naming what he any 
worſhips ;* a' Divinity , cacitly confeſs _,, 7 30 L 
the Deity to be the proper per . Object of peculiar © 
that higheſt and phoulike ſtrain of Wor- meer 
fp: God, e) 
And this Truth, Loder. the very q,. & 3 
fickleneſs of Lovers concurs to teſtifie'? 
For what Men' call, and 'rhink _ 
'E 2 an- 
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-One; for,iGreatures have--buti{mall 
and/obſcure fragments of it, -which eag- 
not fix., nor;ſatigfie an apperite,, born 


for, - and (though uowillingly) aſpiring. 


unto God: who is proclaim;d-the true q 

and proper Obje& of our Love, as well fy 
by-Mens ficklenels to Women, as' the K. 
Angel's.conſtancy, to, Him. Juſt as the y 
trembling reſtleſsneſs of the Needle in 

any but the-North Point. of-the Com- af 
paſs proceeds from ,  and- manifeſts its If: 
inclination to the Pole; its-Paſhon for * 


which ,. both its Wavering and its Reſt, b 


fy'dneſs with 'tranfitory Fruitons, that 

Men deplore as the : Unhappineſs of 

tkeir Nature, is indeed the Priviledge of . y 

itz as'tis the Prerogative'of Mennotta. 

care for, or be capable of, being pleas'd YI .. 
L 
P 


with Whiſtles, Hobby-horſes, andſuch 


fond Toys as: Children. doat upon, and. 
make the ſole Objeds of their Deſires. 


and Joys. And by this you may, Lzn- tl 
damor, in ſome' degree, imagine the un- y" 
imaginable Suavity , that the fixing of b, 
ones Love on God is able to-bleſs the || f 


the 


at FIC 
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& comperent Rs idge as. God. 
ne the! decreed' uncontentin: nels. 
bY all other 'goods, is thought rich Tee 
paired by. its being but'an a Sell Vs 
pee a Riſe to our Love "oſerling hers. 
d hitherto, my deareſt Diddy. 


Ihave-endesyour'd to recommend unto 5% 


you Seraphick. Love, by mentioning ſome 
of 1ts properties, which ſeem to relate 


more tothe Love it ſelf, than to the Di- . 


vineObje@ of it. But [ fear you'll think 
[ have too long entertain'd you with 
conſiderations, which, beſides that they 
are not alto! ether the 'importanteſt that 
belong to this diſcourſe, T have been, 

by haſte reduc'd to Pen in the unaccu- 
rate Order, wherein they offer'd them- 
ſelyes' to my thoughts, not the Method 
wherein Iſhould have preſented them to 
Yours. 


And therefore, Lindamor, (1 ince the Sed. 10. 


Nobleſt and Supreme Motives to the 
Love of God confiſt in hisown infinite 
PerfeCtions and Prerogatives ; and fince 
the Properties of God's Love ta us do 
advantage us much more, (and conſe- 
quently are likelier to endear Devotion 
to us) than:thoſe of ours to Him: The 
former not only moving God to kin- 
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Mein us; lies *< cn riſ} MS Pemint; 
"5 and (if our om wi extinion inters 
- == fe not) oy own the latter: For- 
ps, oth theſe ons, I -ſay,.Eirdamor, Þ 
"8 donbt not es you'll think it ſeaſonabl 

| for me to proceed, to conſider that, 

higher: ſort of Motives to Deyotion, 

and to evince, thar the ſeveral things 

which are' wont moſt to: engage and 

heighten our affeQions, do, in. a pecit- 

lar and tranſcendent manner, ſbine 

forth and Conſtellate in God. That, 

you know, which enamour'd you of 
Hermione, T need 'not prove to you, to 

have been your ſuppoſing her full of 
Loveline(s and Excellencies in her ſelf; 
and your believing, that the Love' ſhe 
youchſafed you was Great, Free, Con- 
ſtant, or Adyantageous to you. And 1 that 
F al theſe properties do not only. emi- 
þ-.: nently exift, but illuſtriouſly concurr.in 
Gad, and his Love; I muſt now, Lin- 
damor, (with ſtrong defires of doing it 

proſperouſly) attempt to manifeſt, 

02.11, Firſt then, our higheſt Love is made 
++. God's due by the Excellency and Pre- 
rogative of his Nature, Bur, truſt me, 
Lindamor, when neceffitated by a Me- 
thod exatted by the nature of this diſ- | 
courſe G fad wy ſelf enagaged 7 fay 

- © ſome- 
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| {omerhing | 
Gad's PerfeRtions: Iam very ſenfible, 1 

can bat-detraft from what I defire $0 
Praiſe, and muſt inevitably appearunable 
*to ſpeak Worthily ofa Theme,to which 
. even Seraphims themſelves cannot do 
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Right. And if, as the Scripture aſſures- 


us; thoſe! things even fell under- the 
Senſes,norentred the Thoughts of Men, 
which God has referv'd for thoſe that 
love him 3 how ineffable and incompre- 
heniible muſt thoſe things be which he 
has reſerv'd. for Himſelf ? the infinite 
. Superiority of his Nature above all 
Created Beings, placing a vaſt diſpart- 
ty- betwixt his great 
Vouchſafements, and his Boundleſs,and 
therefore to Creatures Incommunicable, 
PerfeQions. 

Wonder not- therefore, Lindamor, 
that my weak Eyes dare not dwell long 
upon an Objeq, which they cannot ſted- 
faltly gaze: on long without being 


dazl'd: And do not marvel, that Iſcru- 
ple not to uſe ſeeming Hyperbolesin the 
mention of PerfeCtions, which make the 
higheſt Hyperboles bur ſeeming ones : 
Both God's Nature and his Wotd de- 
claring him to be exalted above all Bleſ- 


Sug and Praiſe, 


E 4 


IF it were ſeaſonable, 
_ Tein-- 


I Car.2.9+ 


communicated 


Neh. 9s 5. 


Gamer, Ws entertain” -our " onda 
with.thoſe Attribares of God,which are. 
Legible or Conſpicuous.in the Creati-; 
on3 We might there diſcern. the adm 
rable Traces of ſuch immenſe Power 
ſach unſearchable. Wiſdom., and ſuch 
exuberant Goodneſs, as may. juſtly ra-: 
viſh us to an Amazement at them, ra- 
ther than a bare Admiration-of them. 
And I muſt needs acknowledge, Linda- 
7or, that when with bold Teleſcopes - 
I ſurvey the Old and Newly diſcover'd 
Stars and Planets that adorn the upper 
Region of the World; and when with 
ens MicroſcopesI diſcern in other- 
wiſe inviſible Objefts, the unimitable 
Subtilty of Nature's curious Work- 
manſhip;z and. when, in a word, by the 
help of Anatomical Knives, and the 
light of Chimical Furnaces, I ſtudy the 
Book of Nature, and conſult the Gloſs 
ſes of Ariſtotle, Epicurus , Paracelſus , 
Harvey, Helmont, and other learn'd Ex+ 
poſitors of that Toftruftive Volume, I 
find my ſelf oftentimes reduc'd. to ex- 

Pal. 104, Claim with the Pſalmiſt, How manifold 
24: are thy Forks, O Lord? in Wiſdpm hast 
thou made them all ! And whea I have 

been loſing my ſelf in admiration of 

what I ynderſtand not, but enough 

eq 
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 amoften obliged to interruptorbreak off 


f God's Creationthe Expreſſion us'd by 
$t-Payl,of thoſe of his Providence,0 the 


_ . . 


judgments,and bis ways untraceable ! And 
Exclamations of this Nature may the at- 
tentive Conſideration of any other of 


Gods Attributes deſervedly produce.But. 


having elſewhere treated of this Subjet 
in a-peculiar Diſcourſe, I ſhall now, Lin- 
damor, invite you to confider with-me, 
how much You, and thoſe thatare Con- 
ſcious to their having Virtue enough in 
themſelves, to-make them prize it in 
others, are in love with Cato, $cipzo,and 
thoſe other Heroes,that did Ennoble,and 
almoſt Exceed Mankind, upon the bare 
knowledge of their Virtues 3 although 
from them we derive no perſonal advan- 
tage,(their death having numerous Ages 
preceded our Nativity.) Since then we 
pay ſo much difintereſt love to ſomefew 
faint and 1ll-refin'd Virtues, that ne'r did 
profit us; how much on ſucha Score,and 
at that Rate, ſhould we love him, wha 
ſo poſſeſſes allPerfeftion,that each of his 
PerfeRtions is Infinite > Were you and I 
| aur 
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h of the Riches ,hoth of the Wiſdom and Rom, xx; be , 
knowledge of God! howunſearchable are bis ** 
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owe him Loye for what he is. 
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Need or Hope to taſte his Bounty; his 
nativeExcellencies,and/what he has do 
for others, ſhould ſurely Raviſh us;-an 


,Enamour us of Him. Though his Bene- 


fits to usdid not entitle him to our Loyez 
his Eflence (the Source and only Mo- 
tiveof thoſe Benefits). would give him a 
Right to.it 3 and though we ow'd him 
nought for what we are, we yetſhould 
He 18 
that 'glorious Sun, , From whom (as 
Beams) all created Perfetions flow, and 
31n whom they all concentre. To omit 
God's Soyeraign Majeſty, (which places 
him ſo higlt: that but to own for hini ſo 
Familiar, and Levelling an affeQion as 
Love, much more to expett to be-Re- 
lov'd by Him, were not the leaſt ſawcy 
Preſumption Man could be guilty of,did 
not his own-Commands make it a Duty) 
Nat to inſiſt on this,l ſay, Letusa while 
conſider that proper and peculiar attra- 
ion of Love, his Lovelineſs; which is 
ſuch, that, did we but once ſee it, all 
Creature-competitions (even we being 
Judges) would then be as 1mpoſlible as 
they are now unjuſt, In the Fifth Evan- 
geliſt s Prophetick Viſtons,the Seraphims 

, them- 


C 


our own. Eta Trial bat. 
\ ly independeat uponGod, yithouteither 
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| Wie oh 1 AIR, 
the eleſtial Hierarchy Jare repreſented 
ascovering their faces in God's pre- 
| ſence, ei at their Comparaz 
tive Deformity,” or unable toſuſtain the 
_—— df plendor of ſo Divine bright- 
$ 3' Whence-perhaps it became of old ' 
the-Jewiſh faſhion (as ſome frequeat ex- 
preſſions in their Writers intimate)when 
they went to pray, to veil their heads _ 
and faces. (though now I have in their 8 
Synagogue ſeen them onely. cover their 4 
head,-not their faces, with thoſe white | 
| Garments they wearat their publick Ne- yo, 
votions.) And,Lindamor.,if Moſes's face, . 
by but a few days converſe with God, 
refleRed- ſuch a. Light as dazl'd mortal 
Eyes; and if his ſwift Poſts the Angels, 
when ſent on Errandsto us here onEarth, 
eyen/ when they may be ſuppor'd (if [ 
may ſo ſpeak) to wear their travelling 
Cloaths, and ſtood as much'to our frail- 
ty inthe Form, as the Region, they = 4 
pear to us in, do, in ſpight of that dar 
ning Condeſcenſion, ſo:much Tranſcend 
all Objetts here on Earth, that the Scrip- 
gure often mentions, that even thoſe that 
aſpir'd to imitate their Virtyes, were 
confounded at their preſence: And if,iq 


this yeiling habit,they appear! ſo glorious 
that 


CS 5 a 
that their thus" diſadvantaged Bea! 

made the Complement and Hyperbole 

of that Quality; what may we,or rather, 

what may we not 4 God him- 

Plal.g4.9. ſelf, of whom the Scripture ſays, He that 

| planted the Ear ſhall he not hear? be that 
formed the Eye ſhall be not ſee ? That is, 
he that imparts a Faculty, or an Excel- 
lence to the Creature, ſhall not he him- 
ſe]f much more'eminently poſſeſsit? and 
in effe&, the moſt unblemiſhed Created 
Beauties are but faint ſhadows, (or tru- 
lier, Foils) of His. Thoſe drops of Pret- 
tineſs,ſcatteringly ſprinkled amongſt the 
Creatures, were defign'd to Defecate and 
Exalt our Conceptions, not to Inveigle 
or Detein our' Paſſions; for, God did 
neecrintend them to terminateour Love, 
but only by our Eyes to exalt our Faith 
above them, and by the Beauties our 
ſight can apprehend to raiſe us to a con- 
fidence,that there is in their Author more 
than we can either See or Comprehend. 
Like Elzjab's fiery Chariots, though they 
be pure and bright,and conſiſt of the no- 
bleſt and gloriouſeſt Materials, they are 
meant by God butto carry us upto Hims 
And as the Patriarchs Steward was fur- 
niſh'd with ſoſumptuous an Equipage to 
court Rebecca, not for himſelf, but for 
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the Creature is lent it, buttogive us ſome 
more large; Conceptions of that vaſt 
Confluence and Immenſity that exube- 
ratesin God. To makethe righteſt uſe of 
fading Beauties, you muſt conſider God 
and them, as you were wont to do your 
Miſtrefſes Picture; and its Chryſtal Co- 
ver: Where, though that native Glaſs 
were Pureand Lovely, and very richly 
edg'd, yet to gaze on it, was not the 
chiefeſ(t buſineſs of your Eye 3 nor did 
you in it terminate your fight, butgree- 
dily look through and beyond it, upon 
the adored [mage that ſolid veil betraid. 
Methinks Seraphick, and our common 
Lovers behold exterior Beauties with. a 
difference reſembling that wherewith 
Children and Aſtronomers conſider Ga- 
l_ileo's Qptick Glaſles,(with one of which 
Teleſcopices,that I remember ſaw at Flo- 
rexce , he merrily boaſted that he had, 
Trovato la Corte a Give) which the one 
prizes moſt for what'they appear 3 the 
other, for what they. diſcover, .For Chil- 
drencontenting themſelves to wonder at 
the length, and fall in love with the 
orkmanſhipand Gildings of the Tube, 
Jo thus but gaze. upon them 3 whereas 


\ſtronomers look through them, and 
ſcarce 
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menits,. 6r the ſhape, employ to 
fiad outunknown Lights in x Myrna 
to deſcty i in Heaven-brighe Stars,unſeet 
before, and other Caleſtial Novelties 


and Beauties. V: 

I deny not, Lindamor, that God, hu th 
been pleas'd to adorn ſome of his Ctea- || ol 
tures with Hints and Impreſles,as well of | w 
his Lovelineſs as his other Excellencies; | w 
but they do'much more faintly-& imper- to 
fetly' refemble Him, than the counter- | ou 
feit Sun we fee ſometimes in a+ Cloud | 6! 
efnulates the true one, by whoſe Re-f| ab 
fratted and Reflected Beams,ſfome acute th 
modern Naturaliſts ſuppoſe it to be pro-| fu 
ducd. , For though this Derivative Sun | pu 
ſhine with a not-inconſiderable Evftre, | it; 
Comparatively to the reſt of the-darkf en 
Cloud ennobles it, yet is it not enly asf mc 
muctvinferior to the trueSun in Bright-f lo 
neſs, as in Height; but it enjoys alone aſl in 
Precarious, Dependent, and almoſt'Mo- of 
mentary Berg, which, often it Toſes inf co 
a very ſhort time, and never attains tofl or 
preſerve a very long one. And thereforef a ( 
to negle@ that ſu Reſplendencyſj ſuc 
that ſhines in God, for thofe ditRepre-N Cr 
ſentations of it, that we ſo doat ir theffſ Mi 
Creature, is as przpoſterons and ab-J par 
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ſurd"a -4t werefor a Perfian to'offer his 0 
| Sacrifice to a Parhelion (as the,Greeks _—_ 
call that Meteor ) inſtead of adoringrthe "3 


Sun. And certainly, Lindamor, if "our 
Dim fight, like that of the Prophet's Ser- | 
vant, who ſaw the Mountains.near Do- 2 King. 6. 
than covered with' Horſes and Chariots *7- 
of Fire were priviledg'd todiſcern other- 
{| wiſe Inviſible Objetts ; our raviſh'd Eyes 
would behold Lovelineſs enonghin God, 
tomake us inceſſantly exclaimintheLan- 
guage of the Prophet, How great is bis ,,,,.... 
Goodneſ7,and how greatis his Beauty! Agree- 
| ably whereunto we may obſerve, Thatas 
| the Load: ftonedoth attrat moſt pawer- 
| fully the brighteſt Needles, made of the 
| pureſtStee),and thoſethat moſt approach 
| itzſo Angels, who, of all Created Beings, 
| enjoy the unclouded'ſt Light, and the 
| moſt clear Knowledge of their Maker,do 
love him with a Conſtancy ſo fix'd, that 
| in five thonſand and ſome odd Centuries 
of years,(cfflux'd fince the Creation)they 
1M could neverſee any thing, eitherinGod, 
| or out of him, capable to ſeduce them to 
| a Change. God's Lovelineſs (which 15 
| ſuch, that the eternal Fruition of himſelf 
Nl Creates even his Felicity) is like rare 
I Mafick,which,thoughit do delight all its 
-£ partakers, the knowingſt Artiſts _ 
0 
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 Ffulneſs of its admirers. - The Apoſtate 
| Spirits indeed deſerted their firſt Station, 
not frighted thence by any blemiſh they 
deſcry'd in God; but probably fell by-a 
ſawcy affectation. of a Parity, and: (as 
Divines tell us)a Sacrilegious aſpiring to 
Perfedions, which they were criminally 
unable to behold, without wiſhing them 
their own. And for theirpreſent Separati- 
on from God,jt is their Curſeand Puniſh- 
ment. And I ſhall ingeniouſly confeſs to 
you, Lindamor,that by the advantageous 
Idea'slentertain'd of God's Perfe&tons,1 
have been ſometimes inclin'd to think, 
Exod, 33. that.the reaſon why God tells Moſes, Thou 
_ canſt not ſee my face, for there ſhall no man 
ſee me and live, might be, that (as Tran- 
ſcendent Objedts deſtroy the Senſe) fo 
Lovely and Glorious a Sight(whoſecon- 
tinuance ſhall make our happineſs in Hea- 

ven) would let in Joys,and would create 
Defires,too Mighty for frail Mortality to 

ſuſtain. The raviſh'd Soul being ſhewn 

ſuch Game as That,would hate ſo eager- 

ly, that ſhe would break thoſe Leaſhes 

that tye her to the Body, (and thereby 


hinder her flight to that wiſh'd ond 
an 
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with the. Tranſports it produceth, being 
 Proportion'd to the degrees of the Skil- 
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Mn&theglad Heart (tdo'narrow a Recep- 
*ratle for fomnch Joy) to make room for 
fuchCueſts, would ſtretch untoa Rupture, 
"Longing, 'of Joy , have ſometimes ffngly 
reach'd Degrees that have made them 
Fatal 3 And why then ſhould their Ugion 
it ſuch Extremes berhought uncapable of 
producing the like effe& F Noris it per- 
chance more a Priviledge ofthe next Life, 
that we ſhall then ſee God, chan that we 
ſhall ſarvive that Glorious Sight; which 
is too dazling an Objet for Mortal Eyes, 
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till (to! uſe $t, Pauls Expreſſion) our mor- * 095 159 Þ 


tal ſhall have put on immortality.But I muſt 
no longer loſe my ſelf in a. Theme, an 
which it is ſo eafie to ſpeak Much, and ſo 
impoſſible to ſay Enough, If T be not very 
wuch miſtaken, they are ſo, who preſume 
to give us ſatisfafory Definitions of Gods 
Nature,which we may perhaps more ſafe- 
ly Define by the Impoſllibility of itsbeing 
accurately Defined. And I muſt confeſs, 
I do the leaft expeCt the beſt Deſcription 
of the Divine Nature, from thoſe that are 
molt forwardtotake upon them to Expli- 
eate it ? For our Words being butthe Re- 
prefentations of our Notions,and they be- 
ing necefſatily Finite, as our Being; few 
men are (me-thinks) more likely to be 
| miſtakenia the Nature of what's Infiatte, 
F (ang 
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- | (and conſequently 'of God's Attributes): 


than thoſe that think Deſcriptions cam 


comprizeit. Nor will an Aſiduity and. 


Conſtancy of our Speculations herein re« 
lieve us,for too fix'd a Contemplation of 
Gods Eflence does but the more. confound 
us, AsI remember, St. Paul tells the Jews, 
that he could wot ſee for the Glory or that 
Light,that ſhon from Heaven about him at 
his Converſion, And this the famous $7+ 
monides experimentally found,who being 
ask'd what God: was, took a days time to 


conſider of it ; after, being call'd upon for . 


his anſwer, he deſir'd twodays longer to 
think uponit;zand when they were expir'd, 
demanded four days longerzand ſoconti- 
nu'd a great while, each time Encreaſing 
his demands for Reſpite; till, being preſt 
' togive an Account of ſuch a Dilatory way 
of proceeding, he ingenuouſly acknow- 
ledg'd that the longer he confider'd Gods 
Nature , the leſs. he comprehended it, 
And indeed, Experience teacheth us, that 
they that gaze ſtedfaſtlieſt on the noon- 
days Sun,can leaſt of all diſcern what it is, 
being rather Dazl'd than Inſtructed by ſo 
confounding an Objet, Nor, is it only, 
Lindamor,a Task of too great difficulty for 
a meer man, perfectly to Explicate that 
Incomprehenlible Nature: of God , to 

which 
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which nothing | but his own Infinite Un=-: = 
derſtandipg/can' be adzquate: But, mes , 
thinks; even:to celebrate God's perfecti-, 
ons,cannot be-foberly attempted without) 
a:very deep ſenſe/ of aiman's own uny/ 
molttineſs and ircapacity;. For, the ſame 
Excellencies that furniſh, us-with Praiſes; / F 
dotranſcendithem, Andthei/franfulneſs of: ""_ 
the Subje&t may as well deterr, as invite: |. 
our Pens (ince;as we are ſure we ſhall not 
want Theme, fo we ave certain we cannat 
Dignifie it. And/for my part, Lindamor, 
though my Subject exacted' of me the 
Praifes I have: endeavored to aſcribe to: 
God,yer I ſhould have thought it requiſite 
rather to decline the Laws of Method, 
than-be reduc'd to Derogate from what L 
would- extol, if the neceſlity of detra« 
Qing from Gods perfetions were not e- ; 
qual tothatof mentioningthem;and if that ; 
neceſſity were not as Glorious to God, as 4 
oreater Praiſes than weare able to aſcribe 
him,could be. But, Lindamor, having thus 
done right to my Method, though I could: 
not to my. Theme, I ſhall only invite you 
to imitate with me: thoſe Perſians, that 
adored the Sun,. thehgh the Light he lent 
them ſerv'd but to make the ſource of it 
admired, and'notto pry into his abſtruſe v 
Eflence with-it.. And though I might ſay - 
F 2 much 
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3 much more concerning God's! Perfetti= f| | 
ons, I muſt henceforth think” filence- the - | -; 
reſt Language I can now employs 
or ''tis filence that beſt expreſſes - our 
» Wonder: And ſure, Wonder is never 
more ſeaſonable'than when God is the 
Objet; A proſtrate Veneration being 
the ſafeſt appreheheſion of him that is in» 
comprehenſible. 
+. Having thus conſidered , Lindamor, 
how fit-an Obje&t God is of our higheſt 
Love; for what he isin himſelf ; let us 
now proceed'to derive further proofs of 
the ſame Truth, from what he is to us, 
(that your Gratitude may contend with 
your Reaſon, which ſhall moſt heighten 
your Devotion) and we ſhall find in the 
Valtneſs,' Freeneſs, Diſ-intereſtneſs, 
Conſtancy, and Advantageouſneſs of his 
Eove to us, that more than all the Love 
 wecan pay him, were but alittle part of 
what we owe him. 

But for the. firſt Attribute , we have 
aſſign'd his Love, (the Greatneſs of it) 
it being a- general Property , diffuſed 
through all 'thereſt, and conſpicuous in 
them, it requires noby to be treated of 
_: 7 re 2 col 

' We ſhall then proceed tothe freenefs 
or unmeritedneſs of God5lovez = be- 
-lieve 


OO RE IA $I by 16 25 Wat = NS p; | 
lieve'which ſtrangely vaſt, we need but 
conſider,” that we ſo little could at firſt 
deſerve his:Love, that he lov'd us even 
before we had a Being: - and our Felicjs 
ty. in his degrees, preceded our cxiſtencs 
ja this World. God loy'd you numerous 
ages before you were 3 and his Goodneſs 
is ſo entirely its own Motive, that even 
your Creation (fiace when alone you can 
pretend to merit his love) is the effect af 
it.  'This benefit alone were ſufficientto 

' render God the Objet of our Love, 
though we were.that of his Averſion, 

For'(as the Perſians ador'd the Sun even 
when it ſcorch'd them ) we eſteem 
ſelves obliged to love and honour our Pa- 
rents in ſpight of their being wicked and 
unkind, though they be but God's iaſtru- 
ments in our Production, and made us 
what we were born, not grbitrarily, bur 
in virtue of his Ordination. But God to 
confer on us,in the moſt excellent and en- 
dearing manner, the Bleſſing promis'd to 
his Antient People, when he vouchſafed 
to afſlure them , that he would love them Hoſ. IA: 
freely, was pleaſed ro love us, not onely 
when we were not at all, but when we 
were his Enemies, 1f mbez we were Enemies Non.5.10 
(faith St. Part) we were reconciled unto God 
by the death of his Song&c,Qur Inexiſtence 
F 3 iadeed 
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Tndeeed was'a condition,wherein nothing 


F 


76d's Love: but our enmity proceeded 
Farther, and*made'us worthy of his De- 
tation 3 as if his Lovewere nothing un- 
Jets. it vahquiſh'd Obſtacles',”as well 'as 
wanted Motrves. This gave' the Ap6- 
Tea juſt canſe to ſay, that God Commend- 
Rom. 5,8, eth his love towards us,in thitt while we were 
Ft mas Chriſt died for 'us : That is, when 
ve wanted allMotives to invite his Love, 
unleſs our. very want” of 'them ſhould 
paſs for one. And h@w did God'exprefs 
his Love nnto us? evenby the'gift of the 
Son of his Lovez For God ſo loved the world, 
Joh. 3.16.{ays the Divine Token ofhis Love)#hat 
he gave bis only begotten Son. And how did 
Phil.:.6,, that Son Love it > He (ſays the Apoſtle) 
8, being in the form of God, thonght it no Rob- 
'beryto be equaÞwith God 3 but made'himfelf 
of 10 reputation, and took: upon him the form 
"of a ſervant,and was made inthe likeneſs of 
men. And being found in faſhion as a man, 
he humbled himfelf,and became obedient unto 
death, even the death of the Croſs. That 
is, That he wofild love at no lefs Rate 
than death3 and from the ſuper-eminent 
-heighth of Glory,ftoop'd and abas'd him- 
ſelf ro the ſufferance of the extreameſt of 
Indignities, and ſunk himſelf to the bot- 
tom 
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ecedneG, 10 exalt our condi- 


tion to the contrary. Extreme. He way 1%53-5 -* 


wounded for our tranſgreſſions, he was brui- 
fed for our iniquities, the chaſtiſtment of our 
peace was upon him, and with his. ſtripes we 


.arehealed,ſays the Propher., For ye know 2 Cor.8.g3 


the grace 'of aur Lord Jeſus Chriſt , that 
though he was rich, yet for our ſakes he be+ 
came poor,that ye through his poverty might 
be'made rich, fays the Apoſtle. Men ha- 


ving diſpleaſed God, & conſequently for- 


feited all Right and Natural Poſlibifity 
to Happineſs; even whil'{t they compleat- 
ed the Forlorneſs of their condition, by 
the Lethargy of not being ſenſible of it, 
and were as careleſs to Seek means of Re- 


 'covery, as they had been unable to De- 
viſe them of themſelves: Even then, his 
reſtleſs Love would never beat quiet, till 


it had ſet his Omniſcience: on work, to 
contriveExpedients,and find out a way to 
reconcile his Juſtice and his Mercy, 1n re- 
conciling Sinners to Himſelf. And this 
merciful Deſign, by the Incarnation of 
of his Son, he profecuted in a way ſo Wor- 
thy of Himſelf, and ſo Advantageous to 
us, that our juſt wonder at it may keep us 
from having any, to find that, as St. Peter 
informs us, the very Angels (prompted, 
queſtionleſs þy a Religious Curiolity ) 

F 4 ardently 


p 


= ET Ry > OST 
» 
y A ' 


Wo NS bt Ain $4 ti vx ' Yo. M 
f - *.- AF 4 : £5 IS b 


ONE >. 
> 8 


 » 


P21: arden < 10. Jook. into. thoſe-Diyive 

, Mat,23-7 Ao Geries. I find HYRA 1 bd 

”  jah.16.30 04 Eres. 4 ot] diſputed a 
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Pe cinians an 


Go could, without viglatiog bi Juſtice, 


anner of Reſcuing us, the ſeyereſt Ju- 

ſtice, and the higheſt Mercy; the greateſt 
Hatred of Sin, andthe greateſt Love tp 

Sinners: Since by thoſe unequa]l'd and un- 

valuable Sufferings,to which he delivered 

up for us that Son, who is ſo near unto 

him, that he truly ſaid, 7 gd the Father are 

one, He at once manifeſted both how 

: much he hated Sio, which he ſo heavily 
puniſh'd in the Perfon he moſt Lov'd; 

4 though that Surety hut adopted it, to 

free Men from the Inſupportable venge- Iſl 1 
ance of jt) and how much he Lov'd Sin- Iſ n 
ncrs, by giving up what he ſo Lov'dfora Il tl 
Ranſom of thoſe that were guilty of I ſ 
what he ſo Hated, And therefore our Sa- W 44 
oo viour, 


iegand ” 
_ Nb their ontie'd 20ffah, 

ſ uld not oben Dezth to convince 1 
3 And, thougb' he had not ſeldom * 
mens And, to make himſelf the Obje& 
of their Faith, would not be invited from 
the Croſs, though the chief Prieſts and 
Scribes themſelves ſgid at his Crucifixi- = 
on,. Let him now come down from the Croſs, Mat.23.71 
and we will believe os him. And Chriſt,to *< 7 
convince the World of their unableneſs HR 

to emerge and recover out of that de 
Abyſs, wherein the Load of Sin (whi 4 
iQ Scripture is called» weight) bad Pres Hebtae i} 
cipitared fall'a Man, came not jnto the -j 
World until well nigh 4000 years of + 
Sickneſs had made he Diſeaſe deſperate, 

and the cure almoſt Hopelefs. So inye- 

terate an obſtinacy at Ynce widening the 

Diſtance betwixt God and Man, and pro- 
claimiug the. laters Diſability to find by 

his own Wiſdom, Expedients of Re-union. | 
Thus Chriſt heal'd and Ciſpoſſeſs'd a wat. g. i 
Dumb perſon, who was able to make en- 

treaties. but by the Diſability of pro- 
nouncivg them 5 and might truely ſay to 

the ſecure World, 1 am foundof them that 1, ;. - 

ſought me not. And when our Saviour 

Was come Into the wretched World, of 

all 
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Goſpel, heſcatcedijd avy-for hisown pri- 
vateRedicf' Arnd-to ſhew,that as heeq- 
dured his Sorrows foriour {akes; that-by 
- bis ſtripes wemight be heated 3 _ the 
Joyshetaſted in Relation'to us We read 
not (which is 'bighly: obſervibley” "in the 
whole Goſpel, that ever he'rejoyoU but 
once; and that was, when-his rerurn'd Dif- 


::...1* ciples inform'd him; thatthey had Vieo- 
Luk, 10. 


riouſly cbas'd Devils 2nd Diſeaſes "ont -of 
oppreſſed Mortals,* and that by ' his Autho- 
rity men had beendiſpofſels'd of both the 


, /Tempter and: Paniſhmerit of Sin, He con- 
; vefs'd among his Contemporaties with 


Virtues, as ml atteſting what he-was, as 
Prophecies-or Miracles could'do; and, to 
teach 'Man,: how much he-vali'd- Him a- 
bove thoſe Creatures that Man makes his 
Idols, be ofter-altred and ſuſpended the 
Courſe of Nature for/Man's inſtruftion, 
or his Relief, and revers*d'the Laws eſta- 
bliſh'd in the Univerſe, to engage” Men 


diat.r2.24 to obey thoſe of God, by doing Miracles 


ſonumerous and great, that'the Jews Uln- 
belief may be almoſt counted One, Yet 


Mat. 3-12. ere thoſe wonders wrought for a Gene- 


». 


ration that aſcrib'd' them to the Devil, 
and return'd them with ſo unexemplifi'd 


an Ingratitude, that 'tis not the leaſt of his 
wonders 


| 4Wonders,that he wonld youchfafetowork 

| =5y6fthem ſor ſuch blaſphemous wreteh- 

ts: who were indeed, as ſome 'of the 
Hater Jews have too truely :ſtyl'd rhem- 
\felves,in relation to'their fathers, Chometz 
Mo 1 Vineger'the Child of Wine, a 
*molt' degenerate off-ſpring of holy Pro- 
.genitors, * He ſuffer'd ſo much for them, 
that made him do (o, that he ſuffer'd the 
addition of Miſery of being thought to 16.;3, r; 
ſuffer difſervedly; And he was numbred be 
with "the Tranſgreſſors. And though he Rs 
hv'd' as much a Miracle as any he did, | 
yer did his condition ſometimes appear 
To defpicable and forlorn, that men could 
-not know his Deity but by his Goodneſs, - 

' Which was & infinite not to belong In- foo 
communicably to God. And though*"twere 
once a Saying of our Saviours,Greater Love A 
hath no man than this, that a man lay down J9b"5.13 
bis life for his friends; yet isit not what is ; 
{aid of the love here mention'd, to be 
underſtood of Love indefinitely, or gene- 
rally conſidered,but only of the fingle acts 
or exepreſſions of a man's love to his 
friends compar'd betwixt themſelves. 
and fo the alledg'd paſſage ſeemsto mean 
but this, That among the fingle Acts of 
kindneſs to a man's friends, there 1s not a- 
ny one more highly expreſlive of a _ 

an 
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and 'fincere Love,' than to part'withones 
'Hfe for their ſakes. ' This Text therefore 
would notbe indefinitely apply'd-to- the 
affetion' of Loveit ſelf, asf it could not 
.poffibly be greater than is requilite to 
make a man content. or. willing to die 
. For his friends;for he that ſacrifices beſides 
his Life, his Fortune alſo, his Children, 
and his Reputation, does thereby expre(s 
more Love to them, than he could do'by 
parting with his Life only for them. And 
he that is forward to die for thoſe that 
hate him,- or, at leaſt, know him not;dif- 
cloſes a more plentiful and exuberant 
ſtock of Love,than he that does the ſame 
kindneſs but for thoſe that Love him. 
*,, And thus our Sayiour would be under- 
ſtood, unleſs we wouldſay, that he Out- 
prattisd what he taught; for he came 
to lay down his life, even for his enemies, 
and (like the kind Balfſam-Tree, whoſe 
healing- wounds weep Sovereign Balmto 
cure thoſe that made them) he refasg'd/nor 
to die for thoſe that kill'd bim, and (hed 
bis Blood for forge of- thoſe that ſpilt ir. 
And ſo little was his injuxg'd Love to the 
pngrateful World diſcourag'd or. im- 
pair d by the ſavage entertainmeat he met 
with in it, that, after he had ſuffer'd from 
wretched men(forwhoſe ſakes helefrhea- 
ven 
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barbarous indignities, as might 


bare puniſhments a 


when I ſay to hope:for ſo much as his 
pardon were preſumption , he was pleas'd 
to create Confidence of no lefs than his 
Love, a Virtue, : Nor think it, Lindamor, 
impertinent to our preſent Theme , that 
T infiſt ſo much on what Chriſt -has done 
- and ſuffer'd for us, ſince both he himſelf 
informs us, that He ard his Father are one. 


And ſome of the Texts already mention'd Job-re! 
have taught us, that it was an effe& of 5, 


God's love alſo to the world", that F# r-Jk-6 
»*Oz 32s 2 
That Godc ommendeth his Love towards ©s Jad-3.6 8 


gave his only begotten Son to redeem ws 5, and 


in that while we were yet ſinners Chriſt died 
for us. Wherefore I ſhall without ſcru- 
ple proceed to obſerve to you, that fo 
free is Chriſt's diletion , that the grand 
condition of our Felicity is our Belief, 
that he is diſpoſed to make us happy 3 
on terms not only ſo honourable to him, 
but ſo advantageous to us, that, I was 
about to ſay , that poſhbly Faith it ſelf 
would fcarce'beexaRted as requiſite to our 
happineſs, but that the condition doe 

encreaſe the benefit, by vouchſafmg} of 
bold and early agticipations uf it : For, 
Faith, 
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xr Mercy, and even” 
cruelty it {cif ſeem no more. than Juſtices - 
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Gal.5.2.6. 


Jam-2.6. 


Gen,zo, 
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of the bleſt Landof Promiſe. I faid, Lin« 
damor, that Faith was the grand Conditi- 


nal Life. | Not that I would aſcribe any 
*hing toa Lazy, Speculative, and Barren 


ling to mind you, that though true Faith 
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aith being (as the! Apoſtle terms ity the |; 
fabſtance of things hoped for, and evidence 
Cor convittion ) of thigns not ſeen, wats. 
our joys to this fide of the Grave, bows: 
Heavenidown to us, till our freed Spirits 
can ſoarup to Heavenz:and does us ſuch: 
a ſervice, as the Jewiſh Spies did to their 
Country-men, by bringing them over-to 
this fide- Jordan into the Wilderneſs ,; 
ſome of the pleaſant and delicious Fruits 
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on required in God's free grant of Eter- 


Faith, in oppoſition to that lively and 
active one, which is called by the Apoſtle, 
mins Ni edms eepyepem, Faith operating 
by Love;fince I am informed by St. Faxes, 
that the Divorce of Faith and Works: is 
as deſtrufive to Religion, as that of Soul 
and Body isto Life: i But thatTI was wil- 


(which cries like Rachel, Give me Children 
or elſe I die) be ever the pregnant Mother 
of good Works, yet are not thoſe Works 
the cauſe, but the Effetts and Signs of 
God's firft Love to Men, (however after- 
ward the Children. may Nurſe their Paz 
reats.)) As, though the Needle's point- 
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ing-at'the Poles be, by being dn-Pffeftyanl | E 
Argunient of its liiving:been Invigorated*! 
by the' Loadftone, on'received Influence ' 2 
from ſome:other Magnetick Body 5:yert W- " 5M 
nat that»Reſpe&/ unto the -North'i the”? A 
Cauſe,baut the Operation of the Iron's bes 
ing drawn'by theatrradtive Mineral. Zhox — 
art good, and daft: good, ſays the Plalmift 72% © 
to. his Maker. The greatneſs of his good=" | 7 
neſs is that which makes it ours; 'nor | y 
doth He do us good; becauſe thatwe are 
good,but becauſe He's hiberally fozas'the 
Sun-ſhines on Dunghils, not out of 'any 
Invitation his Beams find there, but be- 
cauſe it is his Nature to be diffaſive of his 
Light. Yet with this difference, that: 
whereas the Sun's Bounty by being rather 
en Advantage to us than a Fayour, de- 
ſerves-our Joy, and not our Thanks, be- 
cauſe his Viſits are made deſfignleſly; and 
without any particular intention of ad- 
dreſs(by ſuch a bare Neceſlity of Nature, 
as that which makes Springs flow out into 
Streams, when their Beds are too nar- 
row to contain the renewed water that 
doth inceſlantly ſwell the exuberant Sour- 
ces3) God on the contrary, for being ne- 
ce{larily kind, is not leſs freely or Ob- 
ligingly ſo, tro You or Me; for, though 
ſome _ kind -of Communicativeneſs be 

£ | Eſſential 


fied of = _ timlelh, and = kao 7 

 Gfiog it to thisort cular. Perſon, 

arg purely Arbitrary: | To omit his Love | © 
to the -numbetlets Elet Angels; \ the 3 
_ tri&Relations berwit the Perſons. of the p 
{+ - Bleſſed Trinity, ſupplying God with In- | 7 
{- © ternal Objedss, which imploy'd his Kind- 5 
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"neſs before the Creation, and Himſelf 
- being able. to allow his. Goodneſs. the 
Extent of Infinity for its Diffuſion, But 
__ Chaving glane'd at this. only by the by) 
we may yet further admiringly obſerve, 
That whereas Men uſually give freelteſt 
where they have not jgiven before, and 
make it both the Motive and the Excuſe 
of their defiſtance from giving any more, 
That they have given already. Gods boun- 
ty hath a very different Method 3 for he u- 
fes to give, becauſe he hath given,” and 
that he may give, Conſonantly to which, 
when the revolting Zfraelites had broken 
the Contents, whilſt Aoſes was bringi 
chem the Tables, of the LAW, and had || 
thereby provok'd the Incenſed Giver of it l 
to the thoughts of-a ſudden Extirpation 
of ſo Ingrateful and Rebellious a People; | 
we may obſerye; That, whereas God, as | | 
unwilling to remember his former Good- 
neſs to them ,, ſpeaking to Aoſer,/ calls 
ew, 
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ney phich — brenghucſti #6, Exc 


em Tv 
% be Lindof £ ps - -Mofes, on the other 7: 

de, to.cagage he od to the New mercy.of © | © 
a, Pardon, gE——1 to God his Former 1 
mercy to them, &;calls them God's people, 1 
which He brought forth out 'of the Land of verl. oY T. 
| Egypt, with great power,and with a mighty ly 
band. And ſo confſpicugus 1n the Eternal 
Son was this property of the Merciful Fa- 
ther, that. when- ſick. Lazar#s's Siſters 1ms 
plored. his Reſcue for their exſpiring Bro- ' 
ther, the Motive they.employ, and which 
Poſper'd_ their addreſſes, was, Lord, be- 
hold, (not, he.who loveth thee, but) he ' *-2 
whom thou | ove ſt, is ſich, And as he takes Jo 3 T3 6 
the firſt SA of his Bounty. from 
Himſelf 3 ſo. do. his former Favors both 

Invite and give Rates to his ſucceeding 
Bleſſings. And there is reaſon for it: 

For his pure Love being all the Merit, by 
which Man can pretend to the Effects of 
his Bounty 3 it þ but juſt,that the Degree 
of his Love (hon]ld Proportion thoſe Fa- 
vours, which 'tis our onely Title to ; and 
that God's Liberality ſhould as well afford 
Meaſures as Motives to it -felf. 

Nor is God's love teſs Dif-interefs'd 5*#. 14s 
than Free. His grand Deſign upon us1s 
but to make us Inſtruments and Partakers. 
of His Glory, and to bring us to everlalt- 
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OY 


th: 
well elevate and dignifie our” Nature'; as 


- Method of ſaving us if but comply'd with, 


| Col.t.12, does here, as the Apoſtle ſpeaks, Fit ws for 


the Inheritance of the Saints in Light 3 We 


6 2Pet. 1.4. being made (as St.Peter ſpeaks) Partakers 


of the Divine Nature, having eſcap'd the 
Mer Pagrnr is in the world Peted Luft. 
So that thoſe things, wherein the nobleſt 
of the Philoſophers plac'd their Felicity, 
ſerve but to Qualifie and Prepare Ehriffi 
ans for that Higher Blefſedneſs that is re- 
ſerv'd by God for thoſe that love him; 
and cannot but be heightn'd and eridear'd 
by the Value, which Graces and Virtues 
had given men on Earth, for fuch a Noble 


and Rational kind, of Happineſs, as is ap- 


portion'd to them in Heaven. What ends 
can he have upon us, whoſe Goodneſs 
and his Bleſſedneſs are both Tnfinite 2 He 
was unconceivably Happy (in. bis own 
Self-ſufficiency ) before the Creatures had 


a Being;and ſure that Felicity that needed 
not Themſelves to be 


— e=--->Ouid enim immortalibus atque 
-  Geaty, Gratia noſtre = largerier ſupreme b needs no- 
Emolumenti , ut no 

_ gerere aggrederentur ? Lucrct, Nor was it his Indi- 
EX EPIC, : 


rs quidquam thing that they can do, 


ence that forc'd him 


to make the World, thereby to make new 


Acqui- 
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the Condition referv'd for us -will, © His 
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? Acquilhions, but: his pct et _ 4 

him ro manifeſt, andto impart his Gloryz _» 
and the Goods which he overtlowing= 
ly abounds with. Witneſs his ſuſpenſion 
of the World's Creation, which cer- | 
tainly had had an earlier Date, were the. "" 
Deity capable -of want, and the Crea- Sg 
tures of ſupplying it. St Pagl in his E- 
piftle to Timothy, ſtiles God MaweiS, , 
which we tranſlate, The bleſſed God, but tnx. *; 
may perhaps more properly be rendred, y 
the happy Ged + and elſewhere in the ſame : Tin. 0 
Epiſtle he: truely calls bim The Happy, as 15. 1 
well as Only Potentate. God (ſayes the A- 7 
poltle) that made the world, and all things ,q,. .., * 
therein, ſeeing that He is Lord of Heaven : 5,16. | 
and Earth, dwelleth not, &c. As though He 
needed any thing, ſeeing that he giveth to all 
Life, and Breath, and all things. And, in 
Him, we live, and m0ve, ji. have our Be- 
ing, And indeed ſo coherent in the mind 
of a mereE Man, that does but conſider 
and undefſtand the Import of his own 
Notions,is the belief of God's Happineſs 
to that of His Being 3 that I remember the 
Epicurean Lacretizs himſelf, even in that 
impious paſſage, where he denies Divine 
Providence; and in a ſeeming, but inju- 
rious Compliment, would, uader the-pre- 
rence of eaſing God of it, deprive Bam 
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| Whereby he acknowledges, 


' That from, all grief and Sony's of 
.them free'd, 
Rich in it ſelf, it has of * us no need. 


-Or, if you will have him ſpeak of 'the Buy 
ig the Plural, like a Heathen Poer;that 


Far above grief's and dangers thoſ bleft 


powers, ” 

Rich in their Native Goods, need none of = 

Ours. | Tz 

A'much Nobler Poet tells-us, That #he Me 
'Phal.24.r, Earth is the Lord's, and the fulneſs thereof, * 
" the World, and they that dwell therein, ' A; Wa. 

Proy.26. greeably Ren, that Great: God. that. \. 
Io, formed all things , (as vn our” Tranſlation A 


_ the Scripture calls him ſa 0 one of the 
F iu ; Pſalms W- ' 


VF / 


Lu: WI 
- move, 57; makit his EE nunca 
_ of excluſion 5 for, Whither ſhou - 
defire to. trabſport himſelf that is every 
where, and. can wiſh him(elf in no_place 
where he is not alread y his ſufficiency is 
ſuch, that he can ſee no Goods, but w Ze -- "2 
he gives/or hath, (or'rather both beſtows - ':- 3 
and : poſſeſſes his plenty being ſo .obex- 
hauſted a Spring of Goods that his Libe- 
rality does leſs impoveriſh God, than the 
Sun's light daes_ himz or imparted. know- 
ledge impairs the, Teacher's Stock. And 
therefore, though 5s Jezzes doth Very juſtly E 
call God, ' The Father of Lights, who isthe jam.r. _ 
beſtower of every good and every perfe&t "+2 
Giftz yet the Friend of God, (as the Scrip- Jan2.age I 
tarc calls Abraham) and that Royal Prieſt, rl 
( whom .the.. Writer to the Hebrews Heb: 530 f 
reaches us, to* have: been ſo Hluſtriousa zum. 
Type of Him, whom. he calls, The h:gh Y 
Prieſt of our Profeſſion) do both of them in ** 3+7+ 3 
the ſame, Chapter ſtile him, The Poſſeſor <., , Wh 
of Heaven and Earth. No, no, God needs 1. 12. 
not beg From, nor covet In the Creatures 2 
ſhallow ſtreams, thoſe goods, of which he FA 
not only hath, but is the ſource. Our . 8 
_ greateſ} ſervices to our Creator muſt þe 3 
G 3 ty 


- 


2 ke T2; 4 jo 
ate S » % 


fo diſcharge our ſelves, nor 'to aUvititage 
'bim,. nor as thinking;rto add'avy thing 'toa 
Felicity which were not ibflaite, could it 
x admit encreaſe. Our higheſt Performahi- 
2 ces, though they "be dnes, 'amount 'not 
2 unto-Tributes, but are rather Ilike*thdfe 

Pepper-corns of Rent which PFree-holders 

pay, not with hope or with intent to en- 
_ . rich their Land-lord, but to acknowledpe, 

that they hold all from him. 'When we 
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doth not increaſe it, it makes'it not great- 
er, but only it makes it oursz and When 
we turn away, or {hut our Eves,' that glo- 
rious Planer ſuffers no Eclipſe, and is not 
at all darkned or impair'd, nor doth He 
thereby loſe his light, but We : The ea- 
fineſs of the application requires, -and ex- 


cuſes its omiſhon, 7f thou ſrneſt, (ſays E- 
ge libu in, Job) what doſ# Fn him 2 if 


thou be righteous, what giveſt thou bim # or 
what recerveth he of thine hand : Thy wick- 
edneſs may burt « Man as thou art, and thy 
righteouſneſs may profit the Son of Man. In 
'S fe; the wicked's ſpite againſt Godis but 
| like a mad mans running his head againſt 

the wall that leaves the wall unſhaken, but 

daſhes his own Brains out. God 7z#habitsa 
x,Tim.s, Felicity (as well as Light) inacceſſable to 
FE. all inferior attempts: his Soveraign Tran- 
. ps 15 quillity 


(t 


admire the Sun, our. ſeeing of his [Light 


Su 3-4 
mae" 4 Ph 


a 
quillity .is-ſo ſublimely 
above . the reach of all Diſquieting -Im- 
reſlions.3 and,like: the. Stars, that feel not 
the Diſeaſes their -1oauſpicions Influence 
produces, He doth not reſent the torments 
he Inflits. Gods. Juſtice is not leſs Efſen- 
tial to him than his Mercy; Witneſs that 
(the numbers of the Saints and the Re- 
probate confider'd) thouſands fall. Sacri-- 
fices to the ſeverer Attribute,for one that 
promefapatee of the milder. He ſaid, 


-plac'd., that-'tis ' 


e world get himſelf honour upon Pharaoh Exod. 14. 4 
and aff his Hoft, when he deſign'd their 7: 1: | 2 


ruine.in the Red ſea : And Mofes ſaid, Be . 
hath triumphed gloriouſly in effeQting it, ; 
And in Ezekiel he ſays, Behold; 1 am- a- 


gainft. thee, O Sidon, and I will be glorifi'd Ezck. 28. 


in the midſt of thee, and they ſhall know that *** 
T am the Lord, when I ſhall . have executed 
my. judgments in her, and ſhall be ſandifi'd 
in her, Thus, when aflaſh of God's indig- 
nation (kindled, by that ſtrange fire they 
preſaum'd to offer before him) had blaſted 
the two preſumptuous Sons of Aaror, 


God is. ſaid to have beer: ſanGifi'd in them Levit, ro. 


that come nigh him, and to: have been glori- 3 
fi'd_ before all the people; ſuch eminent and 
exemplary Inſtances of Severity , mani- 
feſting him to be ſo Holy in his Laws, 
and 19 Concern'd for them, that eventhe 

G 4 Miat- 
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ltars-ſhall 'not violate 
them with Impunity, but find Him (what 
the Writer to. the Hebrews ' calls him) 4 
conſuming fire; Who will be Glorif'd' be- 
tore all his people, either by the Obedi- 
ence of thoſe that approach Him, -or by 
their Deſtruction. . So 'to Evidence, that 


-God can derive SatisfaQtion' as well from 


the Exerciſe of provoked Juſtice, 'asfrom 
that of his provoked Mercy 3 the ſacred 
Orator uſes this remarkable wp 4-5 ih 


, And.3t ſhall-come'topaſs, that 4s the Lord re- 


jozced over you to do you good, and multiply 
you; ſo will the Lerd rejoyce over you to de- 
ſftroy you, 'and bring you to naught. Thus, 
thongh it be truly ſaid of God by the Pro- 
phet Jeremiah, that be doth not af flic wil 
lingly,. nor grieve the Children of Meu '. (and 
therefore the determined Confumption of 


_ thewhole Land; which our Bibles Engliſh 


God's work, his ſtrange work, other Tranſla 


19.8.2, tors Tead, \Opws' alienum ſunum) Yet whe 


the ſins of incorrigible offenders are grow: 
to:that provoking Heighth, that his Mer 
cy' intercedes no more to avert or ſuſpend 
the iufliftions of his Juſtice 3 than 'hou 
"much he can ſatisfie himſelf in Deſtroying 
thoſe that would not be Prelerved,may bt 
gheſs'd at by that formidable Exprefſiot 


in Ezekzel; where, having fore-told wha 
Eh. . *"_ _ 
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bee the Shoots oe Foao; as bi je | 
Peſftilencc ſhould make'among Wo 
' able and difpers'd Yraboes, Bees! his adds;(-as 


be actompliſhed, and'! will canſe my fury to 
-this great Conſort / of his whole intelli- 
-Judiciouſly plac'd;' do ino leſs praiſe the 


| Spheres 35: but all the Storms and Thunders 
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oft theintra- 


2 kind of Em Faw) Thad ſhall "mite anger aka Fs 


reſt upon theni, and T will be' comforted} The 
Howlings of the Darnned' as' wall ſound 
forth his Praiſes, as'do' the Hallelijahs of 
the Saints; they beth do fing to him an 
everlaſting Canticle'of 'praiſe : 3 onely in 


gent Creation, the defignleſly conſpiring 
Voices are as differing as the Conditions 
of the reſpective Singers. Hell's darkneſs 
doth as well contribute to God's Glory, as 

Heaven's Eternal Splendor :' As Shadows, 


Painter, than do the livelier and' brighter 
Colours, + And as when the Earth doth 
ſend black, noiſome; and ſulphureons Ex- 
halations up toward: the Sky, alas,” they : 
reath not 'Heaven;” nor diſcompoſe the _-- 4 


they produce fall on that Globe'they-came 
from, and'there do- all their miſchief : So, 
the wicked may 'wrong God indeed, yet 
do they really Harm but themſelves by. all 
their greateſt ſins, which- trouble ' Him 
chiefly, but becauſe they neceſſitate him to 
puniſh them : for the tranſgreſſions that = 
may 


3 


maſt. Proms Ge, fo. him not © ghe lead « 
Harm. A 1Qus. 6) fares] ib 
lataly inform, urt. 
3s, not.that — effed ENG the 
Reſult of- whoſe Iofnite PerfeQiqns js 2 
reſembling Happipeſs, which. js as patios 
rable from Him as his Eſſence. Qur. off- 
ences may deragate from his Acceſſional 
Glory, not.from his Eſſential ,Felicity ; or 
rather, the moſt deſperate Sinners by their 
orcateſt Crimes, can. but Change the At- 
tribute they ſhould bring honour to, and 
but oppoſe the.glorifyiog of his Goodneſs 
to. occaſion. the glorifying of his Juſtice 3 
ſince he will be infallibly glorifi' d, ſoon or 
late, either. by Men's ations, or their ſuf- 
ferings;by their Praftice of Duties, or Pu- 
niſhmeotfor Sin, . Thus you ſee. how little 
God is: beholden to-you for your. Declin- 
ing Hell ;;Nor will the ſcore be yery much 
encreas'd by your Addreſſes-8 Attempts 
. -for Heayen, Can a, ({ays Eliphas,) be 
| eprofitqble unto God, as he that is wiſe may be 
. profitable unto. himſelf f Is it any. Pegjere to 
the Almighty that thou art righteows £ or is it 
.£ain-auuto him that thow makeſt thy ways 
perfe#.2,'Congruouſly to, which ſence the 


" Pal. 6. 2: Pſalmiſt ſays, My Goodneſs extendeth-not to 


Thee ; The: fire. that we kindle on God's 


Alcars heats and, DR us, but warms 
; nor 
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withted '1n the'San's refidence.” We have 


all: the'Redolenceof theiPerfamesand inc 


cenſe'we'burn npowhis Altars, the Smoak 
doth "vaniſh e'rit*ean reach the Sky, and 


whilſt *tis undifpers'd ;but Ctouds,-and bue 


Obſtures it. 'Alas, ' our/beſt performances 


are as ſelefs ſervices/to God, as the Heir's- 


bringing 'Wax'to his departing Father, (is 


to'him, | which adds not-any 'thing/to the - 


rich man's'ſtore, and is by him defir'd:and 
accepted, only ' to ſeal away a Fortune 
to his Son. ' Though therefore it be true, 


that God is pleagd'with our performances, - 


yet is" that! welootne he-vouchſafes to: give 
them, ſo far from erdblingus' by them to 
requite his 'Love, ithat 1t-encreaſes--the 
unrequitedneſs of itz fince he 1s delight- 
ed with-them as they afford: bim juſt rifes 
to rewird them, How far from/Mercena- 
ry -is'then God's Bounty | ſince ke accepts 
our' acknowledgements of his former bleſ- 
fiogs, (chiefly ) to make- them opportu- 
nittes of conferring freſh ones 3aggood old 


Iſaac 'defir'd his" Son's'Veniſon, that from Gen. 27.4; 1 


the -reliſfiing ' of that "ſavory ' Meat he 
might take: an opportunity to bleſs him. 

Arid the” better-to-difcover how diſin- 
tereſs'd God's "'favours-are,' let us further 
conſider, how Tttle they are requitable 3 


for 
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not Meaven-atfo [diſtant a remove, Nnoris 


- 


for we can. give him nothing but his own, 
- (for, Heaven knows, all that neitherz) and 
both the Will and Power to (erve' him 
are His, upon ſo juſt and 'many ſcores, that 
we are unable to Retribute, unleſs-we do 


Re” 
. "oo 


'-x Chron. 


29.1 1,16, 


ybick 


reſtore ;/ and all the Duties we can'pay 
our Maker, are leſs properly Requitals 
than Reſtitutions. When David: and his 
Officers had offer'd towards the ſtrucure 
of that Magnificent Temple, which they 
 ſeem'd ambitious to make a * Manfiog 
inferior to Heaven only ;-:the King him- 
ſelf gave three thouſand Talents of Gold, 
and ſeven of refin'd filver 5 and the heads 
of the People, five thouſand Talents. ( be- 
fides ten thouſand Drachms) of Gold, ten 
thouſand Talents of filver, eighteen thou- 


ſand of Braſs, and an hundred thouſand of 


Iron, ( a Treaſure, of which I ſcarce re- 

member to have read the like in any Hi- 

ſtory) beſides a number of all manner of 

precious ſtones, capable of impoveriſhing 

the very Indies : they perfum'd this noble 
and unequal'd offering with a ſolemn 
confeſſion, which perhaps inGod's eſteem 
was)much more precious than it : Thine 
0 Lord, (ſays the Royal Prophet in the 
name of all) 7s the greatneſs, and thepower, 
and the glory, and the viGtory, and the maje- 
ſty ; for all that is in heaven and in wm is 
thiHes 
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and honour come of thee, and thou reigneſt over 
.aV. _ And in thine hand is power and might, 
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Thine 0 Lord, and. - 
thou art exalted as bead above all. Both riches  _ 


and in thine hand.it is to make great, and to + 
give ſtrength unto all. Now therefore, our 
God, we thank, thee, and praiſe thy glorious 
Name, But who am 1, and what #5 my people, 
that we ſhould be able to offer ſo willingly af- 
ter this ſort © for all things come of thee, and. 
of thine own have we given thee, For we are 
y ata before thee, and ſojonrners, 4s were 
all our Fathers. Our days on Earth are as 4 
ſhadow, and there is none abiding: O Lord 
our God, all this ſtore that we have prepared 
to build thee an Houſe for thy Holy Name, 
cometh of thine hand, and is all thine own. ; 
Who, (ſays the Apoſtle, in a queſtion that Rom: ng 7 
imports its own Negative) hath firſt given 35+ 3% 7 
to him, and it ſhall be recompenſed to him 
again ? For of bim, and through him, andito 
him, are all things, Nay, even our Love 
it ſelf (that poor man's Surety and Exche- 
quer, that doth pay all his debts by ſup- 
lying him with the prerogative to Coin 
his deſires and wiſhes of an arbitrary 
value) is here unable to diſcharge our 
debts: our Love being too much the ef- 
fet, to be capable of being the recom- 
pence of Gods. - And ſurely, the Divine 
Amorilt 
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+ + conteſt, betwixt God's Mercies, and moſt 
= Mens Ingratitude, and but refle& upon 
the ſmall return of Love rhat the greateſt 
disburſements of His do uſually bring 
Home; we cannot but acknowledge, (as 
" David in the lately mention'd Scripture 
_ did) that'our loving God for his Favours, 
is one of thegreaefſt Favors that we love 
him for. So unrequitable is God's Love, 
.and ſo inſolvent. are we, that that Love 
vaſtly iniproves the benefit , by which 
alone we might have pretended to fome 
ability of Rerriburion. And ſo unlimited 
is this ithporence of ours to recompence 
or repay God's dilettion, that it-extends 
to, and fetters our very wiſhes. For God 
enjoys an affluence of Felicity, ſo perfe&t 
and entire, that even our wiſhes can aim 
at nothing for him worthy of him, un- 
leſs inſtracted by what he already aftu- 
ally poſſefſes, And the ſenſe of this ſame 
very Impotence, to ſome of the greateſt 
proficients inSerephick, Love, appears not 
the leaſt uneaſie property of it. It grieves 


us ſenſibly, to ſee our ſelves reduc'd ro _o 
| only 


\ 


” Jobs. Amotiſts bad cauſe to fay, that bereimsf 
F. 0 love, wot that we loved Goth, but that hetoved 
#. And, as the: ſame Apoſtle elſewhere 
Ex Job.4. ſpeaks, we love bins,” becauſe he firſt loved us. 
F. x9. * If, in effe®, welook upon the unworthy 
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formething , and cannot always refrair 
from deyoting our Wiſhes to encreafſe his 
Happineſs, ro whom we owe all-ours. 
And fome holy Perfons (particulatly-. St. 
Auſtix) have, by the Exuberatice of theit 
Gratitade and Devotion, been —_— 
ed to make Wiſhes, and uſe Expreſfions, 
wherein their AfﬀeAions had a greater 
ſhare thin'their Reifon, and which _— 
them much | better to apprehend, How 
much God defſerv'd of them, than How 
little ht needed them, But, upon ſecond 
Thoughts, we ſhall find, that the Caufe of | 
our Grief ought to turn it into our Joy, +— 2? 
ſince the. Defires we would frame, aimin 
at God's being infinitely happy, are 
Fulfilled- before they are conceived, and 
that in the moſt Advantageous and No- 
bleſt way :. For, could God's happinels ad- 
mit Acceſſion by our accompliſh'd Wiſh- 
ſhes, there were then a poflibility of his 
Wanting ſomething to render it Cotn- 
pleat. And ſure, 'tis a more Supreme feli- 
city to be by Nature tranſcendently above 
All encreaſe of Bleſſednefs , than to re- - 
ceive the Greateſt that Men can Wiſh. 

To proceed now to the Conſtancy of 5:92.56. : 


God's Love ; we cannot entertain of God 
any 
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- worthy. of him criminal Ye. pjurious 
' to. bim, pA believiag, That to think 
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Crime | as 'twere a Miſery to find him 9. 
His Love is like his Eſſence, immutably 
Eternal, reaching from , Everlaſting ©” 
Everlaſting, it preceded the Nativity of 
Time, and will ſurvive its utmoſt Period, 
and Obſequics. Having loved his own 
* which were in the world, g- loved them unto 
the end, lays the Evangeliſt : And when 
. St. James had told us, That every good gift 
and every perfe@ gift is from abou, & com- 
eth down from the Father of Lights, he adds, 
(to complete our Conſolation) with whore 
75 no variableneſ;, neither ſhadow of turning. 
Of his own Will begat he us ph the word of 
truth, And, in effed, ſince God takes the 
Motives of his Love to Us, from Himſelf, 
not from Us, the Unchangeableneſs of his 
Nature ſeems ſtrongly to infer that of his 
Charity , aud our Happineſs in it. . For 1 
am the Lord, 1 change n0t 3 therefore Je Sons 
of . Jacob are not conſumed,. (ays God by the 
laſt of his Prophets : And in Jeremiah he 
tells his people, I have lov'd thee with an 
everlaſting love. And what God Once ſaid 
Joh.r.5. to the generous Joſnah, . 7 will never leave 


thee nor forſake thee, 1s by the Writer to 
the 


Mal.3 6 


that he Can be. igconſtaat, is as great a 
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pentance. Nor do thoſe Crofles that ſeem' 
due to his Anger deftroy the Immutabili-- | 
ty of his Love, fince even that Anger is an 
Effe& of ir, proceeding from a Fatherly 
Impatience of ſeeing a Spot unwip'd off ia 
the Face he loves too well 'to ſee a Ble- 
miſh in it 3. and from his Defire to-ſee his 
Child an Object fit for a larger Meaſure 
of his kindneſs : As when we beat the « 
Duſt out of a Suit we fancy, we ſtrike not . 
out of Anger, but onely to remove that 3 
| which doth Sully it, and hinder us to 
take that Deligbr'in it, which our” ford- 
neſs would be pleaſed with a juſt Cauſe 
to find. As mrany as 1 love, 1 rebuke and cha- Rey. 3,10; 
Zer, (ayes our- Saviour, ) And, 7 know 0 Pl. rg. 
Lord, (ſays the Pſalmiſt ) that thy Judge 7” | 
ments are right, and that thou in faithfulneſs 
baſt affliFed me. The Furnace of Afﬀiidti- 
Dn beiag meant but to Refine us from our 
Earthly droffineſs, and Soften us for the 
Impreſſion of God's own Stamp and 
Image. The great and.merciful Architect 
of his Church, (whom not only the Phi- 
olophers have ſtyl'd, but the Scriptureit | 
elf calls rin, an Artiſt or Artificer) y,,, m 
mploys not on us the Hammer and the 1@, *' 
H Chizel, 
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an intent, t "cd. 
Mangle us, but only ro Square and Faſhi- 
on our hard and ſtubborn. Hearts into ſuch 
living Stones , as may. bath Grace and 


Strengthen his heavenly Stry&ure. Nor is 


God only thus Conſtant to his Love, but | 


to his Lovelineſs. Our Female Beauties 
are uſually as fickle jn their Faces as their 
Minds, and more certainly in the Former ; 
becauſe, though Caſualties ſhould ſpare 
them , Age brings in a Neceſlity of a 
Change, nay, a Decay 3 .leaving our Do- 
ters upon Red and White inceſſantly per- 
plex'd,by the incertainty both of the Con- 
tinuance of their Miſtreſs's Kindneſs, and 
of the Laſting of her Beauty, (both which 
are neceſſary to the Amoriſt's Joys and 
Quiet) : for, ſometimes, when the Mi- 
ſtreſs's humour doth not change ſo. Much, 
as to prove guilty of the fault of Incon- 
ſtancy,her Face alters Enough to make her 
Lovers wiſh Inconſtancy no Fauit; or , 
that ſhe had committed it,that her Fickle- 
neſs might afford them the Excuſe of 
Imitation or Revenge 2 But, in Nevotioo, 
we are equally ſecure from. both theſe 
Dangers ; Since God doth not defiſt from 
bleſhng us with His Love, nor ceaſes ever 
from deſerving the Heighth of Ours. . Nor 
is he only conſtant in making us the Ob- 
Jets 
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"ſtrongeſt affetions 3 fo that he not only 


terfilts tn'continuitg to us both the offer 


and.che value of his Love, but perſeveres 


to give us a'receptive diſpoſition to; wel- 


come it to us,and refle@ it'up to Him. The 
want of fach a difpoſitiotr loſt Adam Pa- 
radife , and the falln Angels Heaven; 
there being to the obje@, that muſt ſecure 
our Love, ſuch a Nature requiſite in refe- 
rence to our affeftions, as Philoſophers 


are pleas'd to aſcribe to the world's Cen-_ 


tre 10 relation to heavy. bodiesz. which, 


they teach us, that Magnetick Point 'has- 


the double. Faculty, not only to draw 
thither, but- to keep there, For fo Utn- 


toward and Crofs-grain'd are We, in ' 


point of our own Good, and ſo unfit to 
procure, and ready-to deſert, our own 


Felicity, that neither its Excellency is a 


ſufficient Motive to carry our addteſles to 
K, nor its poſſeſſion a competent tye to 
intercept in us all defigns of Revolts and 
Divorces : but we muſt be uſed as peeviſh 
Children are, who, (on the one fide) when 
their Mouths are ont of taſte. and they 
refuſe to take what is neceffary for them, 
muſt have it not- only offer'd chem, but 
foro'd upon them , and be ( as it were) 
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teQure can' boaſt, to run into the ſtreet; 
and dabble in the Kennel, Alltheſe three 
properties of Divine Conſtancy are not 
Il ſhadow'd 'in the operations of the 
Load-ſtone, (a Minera], in which I have 
made too many Experiments > not-to be, 
by you allow'd to make ſome compari- 
ſons to it : ) For, firſt, it never forſakes its 
Inclinations for the Steel : next, being 
united to it, it retains ſo conſtantly | its at- 
tradtive Qualities, that it gives not the 
Needle any Motive of defſerting it 3 and 
Thirdly, .it doth never rightly touch the 
amorous Steel without leaving an Im- 
preſſion;which- ever after difpoſes it toa 
Converſion to that Magnetick Poſture, 
which beſt fits it to receive freſh Influen- 
ces. To which, let me add this other Re- 
ſemblance , betwixt God's worke on Us, 
and the Load-ſtones on the Iron, that the 
kind Stone attraCts a Needle to it.,not to 
advantage it ſelf by that Union, but to 
impart its virtue to what is draws, Be- 
ſides, Abſence and Rivals, thoſe frequent 
niners of other Lovers "happineſs, can. 
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when the Beauty of they Manfjonsthelive 
Jn cannot invite their ſtayzbut they would 
gladly leave the proudeſt Palaces Archi- 
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that which animates us, that Lovers'do- 
not ſo'itaproperly* Mile it Death, -1f 


Death be but thei Separation of Soul and: 


Body) by God's Ubiquity weare fecyred 
from; He is ever preſent with | us, or 
rather in us. ' You that not Tong fince (o 
highly valu'd the opportunities of con- 
verfing with-your Miſtriſs for ſome few 
moments, ſhall -here find your priviledges 


improv'd to a permiſſion, nay, an Invita-. 


tion, of entertaining the Obje& of your 


Love at all times: No hour renders your 


viſits unſeaſonable, nor no length 'tedi- 
ous: He is rather welcom(t to God that 
comes tohim ofteneſt, and ſtays with him 
longeſt. What favours were vouchſaf'd 
to that antient Propheteſs, (who was 
likewiſe one"of the firſt Evangeliſts) who 
for many years departed not from the Tems 


right and day, the beginning of St Luke's 
Goſpel may inform you : The midnight 
Hymns of Paul and $ilas did not only not 


diſturb or offend him ' they prais'd, but * 
procur'd the viſit of an Angel to bring _ 
them miraculous and uaexpetted liberty, 
as a proof of the acceptableneſs of their 
leemingly unſeſaonable Devoreny VERuS 
Enoc 
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For, abſence” (which ſo/divorces us from” 


ple,bit ſerved God with Faſtings and Prayers = 2 39» 
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r from: 
heing impartun'd ar Tir'd by that laſting 
aſſiduity . that vouchſafin him an. uneXy», 
zmpled excmptiqn.from death ,. he' was 


has days, God was ſe fa 


|, - Pleasd, byanewandanearer Cutto Hear 


ven, .to admit him.to a yet gleſer, more 
immediate. and-more undiſtrated Cam- 
 munion with himſelf. And when Moſes 
had ſpent no leſs than forty deys, and forty 
nights in converſfing ( if I may yſe {0 Fa- 
miliara term) with God in the Mount, he 
brayght down thence, inſtead of a Penance 
for his importanity, ſo ſignal and radiant 
a Teſtimony of God's peculiar Fayour, 
that his dazled Countrey-men._were as 
much diſabled, as invited, to gaze on an 
gbjedt of ſo much. wonder, And then, 
how proud do we ſee many Lovers of 
their ſufferings, when ſhe but knows of 
them for whom they are endured ? But in 
Se apbick Lowe, there is not the leaſt goad 
wiſh, or privateſt ſuffering , nay, nota 
whispering Sigh, or claſer Thought, that 
ſilently Groans or Aſpires in the Amo- 
Fous Soul, but he both ſees and hears, 
that puts his Servants tears into his Bottle, 
Pial.56-8- Sweetningand Recompencingthegreateſt 
misfortunes that his Loye occafions, with 

ſych ſuppartand joys, as hindey us to feel 
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*:} client and make! them defervea contrary” 3 
" | name.;. Each amorous .Soul: may ſay to) *' 2 
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God, with David, Thou knoweſt my down- v1 DMs. 5 5 


s 

n 

5 Fs.” 
Fr: ſiting, and my upriſpng,. thou utderſtandeſt :, 3- "J 
5s iN ay thonghts af ar off, thou compaſſeſt my path; 
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and my lying down, and art acquainted with 
all ty wayes, And Chriſt alfo himſelf has 
ſo attentive an Eye upon the. amorous A 
Soul, that he is held forth inthe Apocalypſe, . = 
aqtelling the Raler of the Church of Smyr- " MN 
- | 22, 1know thy works,& tribulation, pover- gy, q, © 
ef 23And ſaying to the Angel ofthe Church g. - 
ef of Pergamus, 7 know thy works,@ where thou 
ti dwelleſt, even where Satan'sſeat is, and thou 
r, | boldeſs faſt my name, and baſt not denied my 
fl faith, evere in thoſe dayes. wherein Antipes 
ofl was my faithful Mertyr, who was ſlain among, 
1, your, where Satan dwelleth, So that no ens 
fi dearing Circumſtance of our Love ſcapes 
ff unobſerv'd by Him, who: has Done and 
nf Suffer'd ſo much to engage us to it. God 
dl remembers. not our Endeavours toi ferve 
af Him, the leſs, for Our having forgotten ; 
th them. When ſaw we thee any way diſtreſſed, , = 
-| and relieved thee ? will be the Queſtion of —_— þ 
0 thoſe to whom Heaven it ſelf will be ar 

ff the laſt Day awarded , as having Mini- 

th fired to their Redeemer. Thoſe, that in 

hi] Degenerate times, fuch as ours, Linde- 

1] azor, did, like Lot in Sodom, mourn for 
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Their Sins, that mourned not for their [| # 
- Own, and:condoP'd among themſelvesthe | 
' ſpreading-Wiekedneſs of -the times they 
livd in; though - probably the Dangers 
threatned them by the very - Sinfulneſs 
they deplor'd, made them affe& ſuch Pri- 
vacies in their Conferences, as-freed them 
from the Thoughts of being Over- heard; |} (: 
yet- the Scripture informs us (and-'tisa I ti 
. . __, Comfortable as well as Memorable Paſ- | V 
t 'Mal.3; 16 ſage) that the Lord bearkned and heard it, Þf a 
| 37 , anda Bookofremembrance was written before || p 
him, for them that feared the Lord,and that || tl 
thought upon his Name, Then ſhall be return, || ti 
and diſcern betwixt "the righteous and the ||| tl 
wicked, between him that ſerveth God, and || oj 
him that ſeraeth him not. Tknow , ſays || tl 
Chriſt, {not only to the Angel of Szyrna, || fi 
but to each true Sufferer for him) thy | fi 
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* works, and tribulation, and poverty : Fear | ( 
none of theſe things that thou ſhalt ſuffer, Be | p 
thou faithful unto Death, and I will give thee | ( 
« Crown of Life. God is often pleas'd to ac- || # 
cept thoſe good Thoughts and Intentions || 4 
of his Servants,which never arrive at actu- || a 
al Peformances, Though David built not || n 
the Temple he defign'd, yet his Son, that || t 
did it, informs us, that God ſaid unto him, || n 

 , For aſmuch as it was in thine heart to build an || c 
* 6.0": Henſe for wy Name, Then didſt well in that || \ 
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which ſeeth'in ſecret, ec. Nor need we fear | 


our Rivals ſhould 'Supplant us, fince we 
canhave.none in Devotion, whoſe Prayer 
and Endeavour it is not, that God would 
loveus more, For his Love to You bei 

(as the chiefeſt Merit) the ſtrongeſt Mo» 
tive and Title untotheirs, they cannot but 
Wiſh him well whom God doth love ſo5 
and cannot Wiſh him better, than by im- 
ploring for him freſh Additions, both of 


that Love of God, and grateful Diſpofi- 


tions to return it. Our Saviour aſſures us, bo 
that there is Joy in the preſence of the Angels Luk.rg; 
of God ower one Sinner that repenteth. And 7 0% © 
the ſole Hymn (except a Viſionary one) I ruk. +, 
find recorded of the Celeſtial Quire, was 13, 14- 
ſung for a Bleſſing to Mankind, wherein 
(for ought I know) their Love and Sym- 
pathy alone concern'd them : For unto ws 
(Men ) the Childs born, and unto ws the Son 
i given. Who tooknot upon him the nature of , _ 
Angels, but the ſeed of Abraham. So Noble © © 
and ſo Difintereſl'd doth Divine Love 
make Ours, that there is nothing, beſides 
the Object of that Love, that we love 
more than our Concurrents in it , per- 
chance out of a Gratitude to their aſliſting 
us, to pay a Debt (of Love and MES 

or 


]a.g. 6, 


;* ge \ 

% 

2.83 $. EE 
[ft 


% t, 
F g* > fs Bf 
a IAN 4. x2 WV "y 
. , : . » * 6.4 4 
By x % ry 5 
$8 


Wow 7 choblyda y welind cor tinge es faves | 
{._-  - buritoo lafolvent. $24} 
Perhaps I need not mind you;Lindawory 
that. divers Pafſages of the fore-going 
Diſcourſe , fuppole- the Truth of it their 
Doarime, who aſcribe to God, 1n relation. 
toevery Man, an Eternal, Unchangeable 
and Inconditiovnate Decree of Eleton, or 
Reprobation. Yet concerning the Con: 
_ troverſies betwixt rhe Calviniſts and the 
Remonſtrants, about Predeſtination;& the 
coherent Dodrines, it were Improper to 
give you here my ſence. Thoſe that are 
truely Pious of either Party, are perhaps 
otherwiſe look'd on by God than by one 
another, as Contending, which of God's 
Attributes fhould be moſt Reſpetted; the 
one ſeeming to Aftrm irreſpective: De- 
crees, to magnifie his Goodneſs; and the 
other to Deny them but to Secure the cre+ 
dit of his Juſtice. And even in Honouring 
the ſame Attribute, his Goodneſs, thefe 
Adverſartes ſeem Rivals, the one par 
ſuppoſing. it beſt Celebrated by believing 
it ſo irreſiſtible, that to whom foever 'tis 
intended, he Cannot but be happy 3 and 
th'other thinking it moſt Extoll'd by be- 
ing beltev'd ſo Univerſal, that it will make 
Every man happy, if he pleaſes : The one 
Party clecting to Honour Free-grace, by 
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infallibly vitorious. mae Bue though 
my haſte, and the nature of my Theme 
make me decline the Controverfies about 
Predeſtination z yet ſince the Dod@rine” 
that maintains it, isnot only; by almoſt all 
the reſt of Mankind, but'by the reſt of the 
Proteſtant Churches themſelves,(the Las. * 
tberaxzs,and divers Learn'd Divines of the N 
Church-.of- Exglavd) not only. re \ 
but deteſted as-little Jefs than Blaſphe=- 
mous,.(as tadeed they that judge itan'Ere 
ror, cannot but be tempted ro think ita 
dangerous one, and of very pernicious - 
Conſequence, ſo far forth -as its Sequels 
are permitted to have influence on Men's 
Practice) :I think it not amifs to Adver- 
tite you,'that-the Dodtrine of Praxdeſtina- 
tion<is/ not neceflary- to juſtify the Free- 
nefs:and-'the Greatneſs of God's. Love. 
For(ſo.con{picuous and refulgent a Truth 
15thatof God's being the Author of Man's 
Felicity, that the diſpute betwixt the Cal- 
vinifts and Arminians is' not ſo much con- 
eerning the Thing, as concerning the Man- 
ner of its being proffer'd; the former af- 
 firming Graceto be irre{iſtibly preſented; 
the latter, though they deny it to be irre- 
Jecable yet granting, not only that it 1s 
_ _altoge» 
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accept it, and, with ſuch” engaging-invi-: 
ions, .that Man at his Pry Coameliog | 
mnecd contribute nothingto his Felicity,but 
the not-wilfully refuſing/it, and maymore 
properly be ſaid. to-oweit unto God, than 
the Beggar to owe his Alms to. his. Re- 
liever, though he open. his hand to receive 
it, which he might -havedeclin'drodo, if 
he- would have wilfully courted bis 'own 

_ prejudice. Chriſt paid « Ranſom to Ke 
6 deem ws, 'tistrue,and he is therefore call'd, Jn 
F Pet. The Lord that bought #4 : but it was God's || e 
bY free goodneſs, both to provide us That || 
Chriſt, and to accept of That Ranſom, | (: 
neither of which he was oblig'd to do, I k 
and- therefore the Scripture aſcribes it not || » 
to the. Juſtice, but to the Love-of God to | fi 
the world, that He ſent his onely begotten Son || pi 
to redeem it :and St Paul in the ſame Text [te 
Rom, 3. tells us both, that We are juſtify d,ivgir I fo 
24. 7h wn ew, Freely by bis Grace, and: yet In 
that it 18,55 Wnwfune: through | the Re- | ct 
demption , (purchas'd for a Ranſom 5 Þ as 

the Original word Engliſh'd Redemption, [of 
relating to the price paid for the Redeem- | pr 

ing of Captives ) that is in Jeſas Chriſt: | ex 
*Tisconfeſt on all hands, that Merit gy 
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| that tis ro his Mercy they owe the Right 
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knowledge,” that'if his promiſe did nor; 

their a&ions could not, make it fo 3 and 


they haveto confide in his Juſtice! St. 


Paxl, who having fought the good Fight, Tim. 8 
e, and kept the Fanth, exaV<©9-% 


finiſs'd his courſe 
pected 4 Crown' of Righteouſneſs from the 
Lord, under the Notion of the Righteous 
Judge ; 7yet tells us, that by Grace we are ſas 
ved, through faith, and that not of our ſelwes, 


it is the gift of God, Whoſe Promiſes, A : 4 


now they are made us,allow us indeed to 
expett Heaven from his Juſtice 3 but the 
making #3 thoſe great and precious promiſes, 
(as $7 Peter juſtly ſtyles them) muſt be ac- * 
knowledg'd the pure Effet of his free and 
undeſerved Goodneſs 5 which to believe In» 
finite, we need but conſider the giſpro- 
portion -betwixt ſuch a Recompence as E- 
ternal-Glory, and the leaſt imperfeCt per-* 
formances of ours : which though they 
needed not pardon , could not at leaſt 
challenge any reward from him , who, 
as our Creator, hasſuch a Right to exat 
of us what ſervices he pleaſes, without 
propoſing us any Recotmpence, that our 
exaCteſt obedience to-all his Commands, 


would yet leaveus to confeſs our ſelves 
unprofitable 
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bad not done, we' hat given God, who | 
had the Power, the: Right and Provocati« 
og pudifht us. And indeed, (b:conſcrous 
gerierally: (if fot naturally ) to 
their weld o beholding to God for their Fe+ 
 Heity, chat even: thoſe that miſtake or op- 
poſe bis way of doing them good, will 
yet be fure to find out ſome Notion'd6r 0+ 
ther under which they may conceivethem- 
ſelves God's debtors for His Bleſſings, 
.*  "Thut the more ſuber ſort 'of 'Romifſh Ca- 
tholiks themfelves, afcribe not fo' nach 
to Metit, (property ſo call'd) notſolittle 
to God's Grace, asthe more Quarelſome 
Writers of their 'patty have. given the 
more eager diſputants of ours octaſion 
ro reproach cher, were perhapsno difh- 
cult task to manifeſt, if my haſte would 
give me leave. That the Arminians own 
the freenefs and unmeritedneſs of God's 
| grace, the Remonſtraats* Confeffton and 
” Apology are very careful to ſatisfy the 
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ally 


Chap. 17- World. And even the Sociniars, (how 
Num. 5- zxofperouſly Ideterminenot are nota lit- 
tle, or unindofirionfly follicitous to free 
their erroneous Dottrine of Joſtification 
from the objeRted guile of its tendency to 
draw the 'Imbracers of it to "_—_ to 

their 
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their belicity. Whic 


concile- Socinzs. his Dofrine with the 
Freeneſs of Ged's Grace, by Conſideratiy 
ons, . Which, not to Injure him, I ſhall pre- 
' ſent you with in his own words. Ad 
retundezdamverd((aysbe, diſputing agaialt 
the Learned Meiſuerw) arrogantian juſti- 
ficatorum, © ue digant ſe merniſſe Gratiazt, 
non eſt neceſſe, ſeruum in homine arbitriun 
inducere 3 non debet virtus tolli ut tollatur 
arrogautia. Snfficit, 1. Quod nec velle nec 
perficere poſſint,nifs Dens & voluntatem 'ex-= 
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citet & vires augeat, 2. Quod ea,que divints pag. gr. 


adjuti viribus faciunt, nullo modo dignitati 
& pretio diving gratie reſpondent, ſed in- 
fraito intervallo ab ea abſint. Nay, though 
the Madera and Degenerate Jews be, up- 
on the Score of being the great Patrons of 
Mans's Free-will,not cauſleſly eſteem'd the 
great Oppugners of God's Free grace 
yet both from their Famous Rabbi, and 
my Learned Acquaintance, Meraſſeb Ber 
Iſrael, 
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| gion, he told me, he thought Men ow'd 


extorted Canfefſions, which, though made 
upon Erroneons'grounds, were-not very 
of Orthodox. To which pur- 

member, that a Jewiſh Profeſſor 


"Hebrew, (who affiſted mein my Studies 
of thar myſterious Tongue) being,as the 


reſt of his Nation, an eager and peremp- 


tory Champion of Free will , - conceiv'd, 
that even that Liberty, which to us ſeems 


tranſcendently Oblige him unto God, For, 
one Day that we mere privately -andfreely 
diſcourfing together of matters. of Reli- 


t 
more to Gods Goodneſs, than the very £ ( 


Angels do, For, ſaid he, whereas'God, | b 
without any good Worke of theirs, but y 
purely out of his Goodneſs, conferr'd 'on {ui 
them that bleſt Condition they enjoys £S; 

y giving Man a Free-will, by the good Jt 
Uſe of which he may Glorifie his Maker ; 3 Nta 
when, by Abuſing it, 'tis in his power to. G 
Diſhonour him, he allows Man that high- 4 


eſt Satisfaction and Priviledge , of Go- 
operating to his own. Felicity. ..* Ft 


And now, Lindamor, we are arrivals at {ot 
the laſt Property, which qualifies God, o 
W 


the itteſt Objett for vur Love, which is, 
the 
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no leſsthan.afl the Goods we poſleſs, We 
owe him-both what we have, and that 
weare: For-we may ſay truely of God 
with the Pſalmiſt,7t i he that hath made 
#s, and not weonr ſelves. And we were 
not only in his hands, ſorlike Clay in the 


Potter's, that he might have made us any 
thing ; but we were ſo purely that Ne- 


gitive, from whence we were extracted, 
that He (if he had 


His Love is the firſt Original and: Foun- 
tain-bleſſiog zall the reſt are butas Pipes 
(and Inſtruments) to convey, and ſerve 
but to hand it to us, Your Wir wins 
you applauſe, Your Induſtry heaps you 
up. Treaſures; beir granted. 
gave you that Wit? and did both Give 
and Proſper that boaſted Induſtry 2 Cer- 
tainly, God as much gives us all the 
Goods we poſleſs, as he that gives a 
Beggar athouſand pounds, gives him the 
Cloaths, and Meat, and all the bravery 
it helps him ro. But beſides theſemore 
obvious Preſents of God's Bounty, we 
enjoy. other effets of his Goodneſs, 
which, though by the RESI of 

| I their 


- 9 Of I 
thin. "42" RY 
And, 
/Firſt, even in this World we owe God 


. 
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pleaſed ) for ever ' 
might have left us ro our firſt nothing. - 


But who -- 
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ng poſſeſſed, they prove lefs 
:Conſpicuous than the other, yet grow 
-nolefs-priz'd, when the want or loſs of 
them makes us fenfible of the true va- 
lue of them, Had I the leiſure, Linda- 
amor, tolead your thoughts with me tb 
the Gallies, and ſhew you there thoſe 
wretched Captives, that are chain'd ro 
the Oars they tug at,and though expos'd 
to all the Miſeries and Hardſhips of a 
tempeſtuous Sea, have oftentimes cauſe 
given them, 'by their barbarous uſage 
'-aſhore, to fear the Ocean leſs than any 
Port. (ave Death, Could I draw from 
you the Curtains of ſick and dying Men, 
and open to you that ſad Scene, where 
forme pine and languiſh away by diſtem- 
pers, that deprive them of all Joys, Ad- 
vantages, and (what is more conſidera- 
ble) Uſes of Life, before they eaſe them 
of Life it ſelf; - Others breathe rather 
than live, perpetually tormented either 
with their- Diſeaſes or Phyſick to pro- 
tract a wretched lite, upon terms that rurn 
itinto a trouble : And others ſ{trugling 
with the rude pangs of death, are-yet 
perchanceleſs: tormented by them, than 
by the ſad proſpetof their former life, 
and the remembranceof thoſe criminal 
pleaſures, which yet it perhaps leſs _ 
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" theme that 
"they once enjoy d them. Should I, Linda« 
-mor;bring you into Hoſpitals, .and ſhew 
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you there the various ſhapes of Humane 
Miſery, and how many Souls, narrowly 
lodg'd, (if 1 may fo ſpeak )in Synecda» 
chical Bodies, fee their earthen Cottages 
moulder away to Dult, thoſe miſerable - 
perſons by the loſs of one Limb after an- 
other, ſurviving but part of themſelves, 
and living to ſee themſelves dead and 
buried by peace-meal. Should Þ, to dif- 
patch, Lindamor, ſhew you all theſeves 

ral Companies of Mourners, that almoſt 
make up Mankind, and diſcloſe to you 
how copious ſhowrs of Tears do almoſt 
everywhere water (not toſay overflow) 

this vale of Miſeries 3 you would per- 
chance ſee cauſe to think, that Gods pri- 
vative (if I may ſo ſpeak) may contend 
with his poſitive Favours; and that you 
owe lirtle leſs for what you are not,than 

for what you are, to that diſcriminating 
Mercy of his, to which alone you 
owe your exemption from Miſe- 
ries, .4s great as the Bleſſing it con- «. 
fers on' you : For, Who maketh thee > Cor.4.79 . - 
fo differ © is a queſtion that may be as 
well askt inreference to our External,as 


to our Spiritual condition. Which in- 
I 2 vites 
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_ how heed es u, Lindemor, that you. 
+ areyet more engag'd to TR 6 vg 
-proteRing you from thoſe groſs Vices 


thatdisfigure moſt mens minds,than from 


"thoſe leſsdangerous,though morereſent- 
ed diſeaſes that diſtemper their bodies.” 


For, Ambition, Luſt, Avarice, Revenge, 
and even that vain Converſation. which 
young -Gentlemen are generally pleas'd 
to think ſo innocent, a really more for- 
midable and pernicious Diſeaſes and Ca- 


-Jamities, than thoſe that reduce men to 


take Phyſick, 'or thruſt them into.Hoſ- 


pitals, - To evince the truth of which 


Paradox, I hope I ſhall notneed tomind 


you of judging of the dangerouſneſs of 


D:ſeafes by the Nobleneſs of that part 
affected, ſince I can tell you, that he 
that cannot erre, ſeems daily to juſtifie 


our Aſſertion, by inflicting ſickneſs and 


the ſharpeſt outward Calamities on his 
own deareſt Children, to preſerve them 


from the contagion of Sin, or cure them 


of the unfilial Habitudes of it. And 
therefore, ſince, when we ſee a tender 
Mother apply a painful Cauſtick to the 
neck of her Favorite-Infant, threatned 
by the Appoplexy, we ſcruple not to 
conclude, that ſhe thinks the trouble of 


an Ifſue, an Evil inferior tothe Convul- 
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Force frog fofiriwitics aha! Ctolſes 4 "20 
"reſcue thoſe he loves, from the conragi# - © 
on or -dominion 'of fin; we may. ſafely © 27 
conclude, he thinks affetion a ſel evit 8 
than'guilr, fince he is too Wiſe and In- -4-j 
— dulgent a Phyſitian.to Cure with a Re- 
medy worſe thin the Diſeaſe. In the 
eighth of Deuteronomy, there is a caution ' | 18 
given the 7raelites,le{t Proſperity (which 8 
is wont 'to b&-a' kind of Lethe that 
makes men forget all but their Enjoy- 
ments) ſhould make any of them ſay | in Fo 
his hearr, 14y power. and the might of 1m 2 
hand hath Au me this tr, 1 g pig ont. WO 
(faith my Text) they ſhall remember the 
Lord their God : for he it is that giveth 
them power to get wealth. It is not the 
revolting 1/raelites only, of whoſe ig- 
norance of his Bounty God may com- 
plain, as'he did by the Prophet, by 
whom he ſaid, IT taught Ephraim to go, 
taking them by their Arms, but they knew 9911+ 3+" 
20t that I healed them ; And there are but 
too many of whom he might ſay, as he Wo 
did by the ſame Prophet; For ſhe did, cg. * 
not know that T gave her corn, and wine, 
and oyl, and multiply'd her Silver and ber 
Gold, which they prepar'd for Baal: There- 
fore will 1 return and take away my Corn 
I 3 TR 
4 


Th 


Ve So 
1 z 


Luk. 16, 


A tet pg 
the 2 thertof,, and will recover my i 
ind my mach _ given to cover preyre7- 
And this will make way-for the deſign. 
T had to recommend is advantageouſ-. 
neſsof God's love by ſaying, That as for 
- Spiritual Goods, he —_ us in this Life 
fo rich an earneſt of expe&ed Joys, that 
even the earneſt is a ſtock large 

to ſubſiſt with Comfort on; and real» 


ly out-values and tranſcends all thoſe 


py 
a Wool. 
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momentary pleaſures, it requires us to || cr 
foiſake, to keep upa Title to-eternal | m 
Ones. But to particularize God's mer- 
cies to us in this very life, would certain» I ſet 
ly take up a conſiderable part of it. || lic 
And yet the love God. bears usdies not | If 
-with us, nor doth (as Mens affeftions) | La 
either endure a Funeral in our Tombs, | m: 
or ſurvive only 1a a uſeleſs grief, (or Pr 
-an eſteem as bootleſs.) No, God's love || te: 
is ſo far from reſembling the uſual ſort I} is: 
of Friends, who,when they have accom- || fili 
panied us to the Grave, do there leave | He 
-us3 that, like' the Angels, that carried | or 
Lazarms's Soul to Abraham's boſom, its | ſtri 
Ofhciouſneſs begins then moſt to appear, | Pr: 
when our dark eyes are clos'd, and is | vin 
then trueſt to the beloved Soul, when || an 
ſhe forſakes the body ; giving each bleſ- | am 


(ed 


( 
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| { A urr ape Md. y 2.20 
Ivey ; did of A ry YEE 
- by Now, indeed (ſays our Saviouts_ ng A 
Favorite) are! we-the 8015 of God, 'and. ur Joh preg 
doth not yet appear what we (ball be: But ;, 
we know, when be ſhall appear, we ſhall be 
like him; This bleſt expettance muſt be 
now my Theme,becauſe the narrow Lj- 
mits, which my Deſign hath plac'd to 
this Diſcourſe (of the Advantages ac- 
cruing from God's Love) will leave no 
more room untaken up by Heaven. "i 
But, Lindamor, before I proceed to $7 19,% 
ſerforth to you the Greatneſsof the Fe- "8 
licity reſerv'd for us in Heaven, it will, 
I fear, be requiſite to mind you of the 
Lawfulneſsof having an eyeto it, For 
many 'not undeſervedly applauded 
Preachers, have of late been pleas'd to 
teach the people,that to hope for Heaven 
15a Mercenary, Legal.,and therefore Un- 
filial Aﬀedtion. Indeed, to Hope for —*_ 
Heaven as Wages for Work perform'd, = 
or by way of Merit, in the proper and 3 
ſtri& Acception of that rerm , were a 
Preſumption, to which none of the Di- 
vines, we diſſent from, can be too much 
an Enemy, nor perhaps more ſo than I 
am. But to take in God's Bleſſings among 
I 4 the 


ng | ef dollves: . oOvinc Dot irs 
1, bo as he, did, ako Card, I love the Lord || 1 
. #becanſe he hath beard my voice and my ſup-- 
5 - -plications; and to look uponthe joys of 
E Heaven, to comfort and fupport us'in 
>. the hardſhipsandloflesto beundergone 
in our journey thitherward is, roimitate 
no worſe a Man than-Moſes, of whom it 
is ſaid, that he eſteemed the reproach of 
Chriſt. greater riches than the Treaſures in 
Egypt; for he had reſpe&, or turn'd his 
Eye, ( &nicaxm ) unto the recompence of 
23 the reward. It is indeed, Lindamor, a 
B happy Frame of Mind, to be able to 
— love God purely for himſelf, withourany 
Glance at our own Advantages. Bat 
though I dare not deny, that it js poſh- 
ble to attain to ſo high and diſintereſs'd 
a kind of Love, yet [ think that that Ex+ 
cellency ſuppos'd to be vouchlaf'd to 
ſome men, 1s not by the Scripture ex- 
ated as a Duty fromall men. Were all 
; the Recompence of Piety of a worldly 
Nature, and to be here receiv'd, the 
I ations invited to, by the Intuition of | ir, 
I might paſs for Mercenary, But when 
7 Heaven is chiefly hoped for, as it will 
F admit us unto the fruition of Gad him- 
& ſelf in Chriſt, and that the other joys 
_ Expeſted there, are ſo ar from _ 
ol 


ſelves, and all the merely [ni bs Pe , 
ties be aboliſh'd : for a cave o.com. &: 
fider'd;1 ſay, to foregoreadily. all. the- 
pleaſpres of the ſenſes, - and undergo!” 
cheerfully all the hardſhips and dangers: 
that are wont to attend- a Holy Life, is, » 
Lindamor, ſuch a kind of Mercenarineſs,. 
as none, but a Reſigned, Noble, and Be- 55 Nl 
heving Soul, is likely to be guilty of 
If T (ſhould lay that fear it (elf, and.even 

the fear of Hel, may be one juſtifiable wm 
Motive of Mens actions, though Iſhould- 
propoſe, what thoſe 1 am reaſonin 

with would think a Paradox;yet I ſho 

perhaps hold forth theretn no more than 

the Scripture does, Let xs therefore Fear, 144, a 
(\ays the Writer to the Hebrews) /eſt « 
promiſe being left #s of entring into his reſt, 

any of you ſhall ſeems to come ſhort of it. And 

no leſs eminent an Herald of the, Goſpel 

than St, Paul,who ſucceſsfully maintain'd 

the Evangelical againſt the Legal Spirit, 

thus profefſeth of himſelf, 7 keep nnder 

my body, and bring 'it unto ſubjeSion, leſt Cor. g. | 
by any means, when IT have preach'd to *7- (8 
others » T my ſelf ſhould be a caft-away, 4 
And 'twas nat ta Slaves or A 
taac 


4 20 More EE: gf do: But I will. 
_ forewern you whom you ſhall fear, fear him, 
. which after eas hath kill d, arr ees to 
BY. - ff into Hell: Tea, I ſeyunto you, (a gemi-: 
=. _ nation, which the preſet controverſie 
©. . ſhews not to have been cauſcleſs) fear 
© > bin, Where the Paraphraſe given of 
©" God,is not barely deſcriptive but rati- 
ocinative (to borrow thoſe terms of the 
Schools) in warning usnot only whom 
©". we ſhould, and ſhould not fear, but why 
welſhould fearthe one and not the other. 
5 IS As when St. Paul ſays, I know whom 1 
Pp bave truſted, he means what manner of 
2 P34. perfor, how faithful (as St. Peter.elſe- 
oo > Tim.1. where calls God) and how omnipotent : 
1 *- whence immediately he adds, And 1 a 
] perſuaded that he is able to keep that which 
EY T bave committed unto him againſt that 
day, 'More Texts of the ſame Import 
might be added, if the Deſign of thoſe 
already alledg'd were other, than to Fa- 

_ cilitate the Admifſion of the more Plau- 
ſible truth we have been making our, 
and which to us ſeems very clearly held 
forth in'thoſe and the like Scriptures, 


which are therefore cited out of the 
New 


Commandments, that they may hve 
to-the Tree of Life,and may enter 11 throug 
the:Gates into the City. Laying: SA to RY x 9 
or themſelves « good foundation againſt | by  # Fo ” 
the time to come, that they maylay boldof < 
eternal Life, To #hem,wbo by patiens cons: 
timeing it well-doing , ſeek. for (hmm). 
Glory, and Honour, and Immortality, Eter» 
nal life. And of Chriſt bimſelf,, whoſe. 
Love to God is queſtionleſs. Eilial and. . 
Lnequalable, *ris Tad, Looking unto" Jer ng. . 
ſus the Author and Finiſher oo our Faith, Rom-v.1 _- 
who, for be Joy that was ſet hefore Gy. " 
endured the Croſs, deſpiſed the ſhame, and | 
#5 ſet down atthe right band of the Throne 
TT Nor feel: why it ſhould be Ln- 

ial for a Child of God to: further the 
Raiſing of thoſe Paſſions, which his hea« 
venly Father intends to have rais'd in 
him, upon the ſame Groundsand Mo- 
tives that God is pleas'd to employ to 
excite them.. -And fiance the Scripture 
ſeems plainly to 1nvite our hopes, by re- 
cording St. Payts having ſaid, Every Maw , ©, 
that ſtriving for the paſtery is temperate 25. | 
it wo 


- 
4 : 
#, 
<—_ = &. 
or 
© 
"Y 


1 = 
CE 
* . 


Pe Fs but we art incorruptible: 
AP yk je repreſenting our Saviour him- 
ſelf, as ſaying in oneplace, Re Joyce, and 

dats 5.1% þe "exceeding glad, for great. is your 'Re- 
| ward in Heaven : In another, Be thou 
Rev.?: faithful unto Death, and I will give thee 
a Crown of Life, And in divers others} 8: 
ſpeaking to the like purpoſe 5 Since, 1 he 
ſay, the Scripture ſeems thus to allure 
our hopes, would it not be'a kind. of 

accuſing it of an aptneſs to delude and $Þ: 
enſnare us, to teach, that it propoſeth to 

us the powerfulleſt objetts to incite our 
paſſions, if it be ſinful to cheriſh and har- 

bot the paſſions naturally belonging to 

thoſe objects ? and certainly, Lindamor, 

fince God, who, as our Creator, knows 

the Frame and Conſtitution of Man's 

Soul, incomparably better than he him- 

ſelf,is pleas'd to deal with ourHopes and 

our Fears, to engage us to his (ſervice : 
s | It very ill becomes us, either to quarrel 
with his Methods of working on our 
Spirits, or to reject any help which he 
has been pleas'd to afford a Piety,which, 
for ought ever I could obſerve, does 
even in the beſt Men find reſiſtance 

| enoughto keep any help that can be em- 
ployed to promote it from being ſuper- 
[titious. 
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ſtitious. And truly, the anim # 
: | diſcouraging influence ,” that Hope,-or - _ 
1- the want of it, is wont to have upon; 

df our endeayors, makes me. very appre- 

e-£ henfive, that fince the enlivening hopes 

ff of Heaven are not able to make moſt. 
ze mens endeavors other than very Lan- 
rs guid , the forbidding thoſe ſupportin 

TE bopes would ſoon weaken and decreaſe 
re our pr Rsys into none at all, 

FF But, Lindamor, though I-may perhaps . 
d bave taken ſome pains in tudying'Con- $67.20, 
off troverſial Divinity, yet Itcakeſo little . 

ir pleaſure. in writing of it, that though 

r. Joot only a ſeaſonable Duty to truth, but 

ofa neceſſary one to the enſuing part of 

y, [this Diſcourſe, havepreſſed me to ſerve 

-s Jin this Cauſe; yet I ſhall perhaps obtain k 
» your pardon ſooner than my own, for "Mi 
\- {having thus long ſuſpended the diſcour- "i 
ling. to you of the Advantageonſneſs of 
God's love to us, as it gives us herea 
Right, and will hereafter give us admiſſ1- 
on,to Heaven, Heaven, the bright Seat of 
ſo much happineſs, that we ſhall ſcarce- 
y count amongſt our Joys, that Heaven 
5 Wis the ſeat of-them. There the Excel- 
lency- of the poſſeſſed Goods ſhall as 
muck diſappoint our expectations, as 1n 


ther fruitions the emptineſs is wont to 
do, 
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.. do. The Apoſtle tells ns , that F5- 
IS a Cor.2. hath not ſeen, nor Ear heard, neither hav 
= entred into the heart of Man, the thing 
8 | which God hath prepared for them th; 
love him, Such purerrefin'd Delight 
not only ſtoop not unto Senſe, but arg] ' 
ſublime enough even to tranſcend ima] 
gioation. When Fancy hath form'd and] | 
ſhap'd the perfeCteſt Ideas, that its ab | 
ſtractions can make, of Bleſſednefs; out | 
i own more happy experiences of greater 
| muſt diſabufe us, when we come to Heaf * 
ven; which is a ſofl,, whoſe fruitfulneſ; 
is ſo confin'd to Joy, that even our dif: . 
appointments and miſtakes ſhall therg] * 
contribute to our happineſs; whict / 

h 

b 
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will ſo much partake of his immenſity 
whoſe Gift it is that'you ſee the' Apolt!; 
gives-it a Negative deſcription : and t( 
create 1n us apprehenfions underogato 
ry from what we ſhall poſſeſs, hot only 
removes our. thoughts fromall we do en 
Joy, bur exalts them above all that w: 
can fancy, At which way of proceed 
ing, that you may the leſs wonder, Zi» 
damor, be pleas'd to confider , that 1 
Heaven our Faculties ſhall not only be 
ratifi'd with ſuitable and acceptable 
/ objes, and conſequently our Capact 
ties of Happineſs, as well _—y 
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the homely priſon of th the domaryons. 4 
there poſlbly frame Ideas of thoſe de- 


i lights. which will be afforded him by .: ""* 
be tbe pleaſing nores, and the glittering © 
xr objects that will preſent themſelves to -_— 
114 bim after his Birth. And the ſame Child _ 

+ whilſt he continues1n his Nonage,though 


4 he may with Delights look upon Em- b 
blems finely .drawa and painted, and Sr 
may make ſome pleaſure in beholding > 
the near and ſurprizing Characters and 
Flouriſhes of a Greek and Hebrew Bi- 
10 ble curiouſly Printed 3 yet he cannot We >, 

then-imagine the pleaſure the ſame ob- 2M 
jets will afford him, when Age and 
ty Study ſhall have ripened and ;nſtrufted 
Q4 bis IntelleCtuals, and made him capable 
| {& Þoth of underſtanding and reliſhing the 
to excellent Moralities, couch'd in thoſe 
mgenuous Emblems, and the profound 
and ſaving Myſteries, wherewith that 
Divine Book, the Scripture, (eſpecially 
4 19 Its original Tongues) does to an In- 
telligent and Religious Peruſer, appear 
repleniſh'd.. Such a double advantage, 
bd £indamor, among others, the admiſſion 
114 into Heaven brings thoſe, to whom that 
Bleſſing is vouchſaf'd : For, befides thar 
ad {et of Objects (if I may ſo ſpeak )) fo: 
new 


er 


{Nu 


a. jo". "fas tote BAY hat: 
> Fleas .covfd never enter into men's 
hts before their admiſſion there; 
| bees this, I ſay, our then. enlarg'd ca- 
ties will enable us, even in objects 
which were not altogether unknown to 
ds ns before, to perceive things formerly 
+: We , undiſcern'd,and derivethenceboth new 
ih and greater 'ſatisfaftions- and delights, 
Wonder not, Lindawor, that in mention- 
ig the joys of Heaven, I ſue the,ex- 
oa I find leſs detratory from a 
Theme, as much above our Praiſes, as x1 
the Heaven they are enjoy'd in is above | 
our Heads. For, though ſuch expreſſ- p 
ons may ſeem ſomewhat Tumid and 
Aſpiring, and fitter much for one that;; 
celebrates, than for one that but aſſerts : 
Yet cannot ſcruple to uſe ſeeming Hy-| 
perboles in the mention of Felicities. 

- which make the higheſt Hyperboles but 
ſeeming ones, For thoſe Joys, Linda- 
mor, of Heaven, are like its Stars, which 

by reaſon of our remoteneſs from them, 
appear extremely little, though really in 
themſelves they are ſo vaſt, that a leſs 
than the largeſt-is by odds oreater than 
the biggeſt object upon Earth, nay,than &; 
the whole Earrh it ſelf. And therefore h; 
as if I wereto take you with me to con- hh; 
template 
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on'of whatto the aſſed Eyethey', * 
appear, doth' ſomewhat leſſen the difad- 
vantage of Remoteneſs,” and ſhews them - 
with Tefs detraftion fromtheir ttue Mayg- 
nitudez"(0" 'wentioning to' you the Fek- 
'5.Y cities of Heaven, I think it not unlawful 
a-F or Improper to endeavor,'by reprefenta- 
xX-F ions, tranſcending what'they appear, to 
a give you Notions leff inferior to what 
as they are: *:7= 
'cf In Heaven, then, we ſhall taſte hap- << 
1- pine(s/ enough » TO enable: 'usto reqifie Sed. 21», 
dFithe definition of it.” 'We may thett*be = 
al Sinſtruted how to Name and' Rate all 
Goods by thoſe that wilt Concentr&.im- 
to the Felicity we ſhall poſſeſs , "which : 
ll be there madeupof the Confluence, #53 


aft 
EE. 


ut BP: rfeAion;and PerpetuityofalltrueJoys, | 
i- or, Heaven will make -us hapyy, 'not 
h ( as Philofopby- pretends t6 do)-by. the 


Coofnement, -but by the-Fruition of ont 
Defites : which ſhall neittier fail in the 
hoice of their Objeds, nor: miſs. of the 
-njoyment of them z but be, both uner- 
ingly Jult aud infallibly Accompliſh' d: 

n the former of which Properties,(as our 


hen ReRifi'd Reaſon will conſider things) 
Ee K we 


. - w : — - % $ 
"ISO » - þ Sr. 
Eun o ""—— xv Pop. << IN EPI _— 5 : 


CY 


x FRY uct os fv bs pie 


-— 


Heb. I2, 
' 23s 


well Ennobleas infirudt Mankind, givis 


_ rid familiat > Coaverfarido// with thoſ 


_—_ {Wt 
.*6 : Ws $5 A ht oF; I" Ke Fn oe. Ty arg 
— i i i & * RY = ” 4 4 > - 
$EN Tg o . Ls *o ; BB. 
4 Y ry - 


er (yen oi. 

k the latter. We ſhall there: Reſe 
*-the-Saints wi here Adwire,: and ſhall nd 7 
 erily. See, avi be. hke:thoſe, Pious Wor 
thies, whoſe'yjrtues Eclipſe theirs,which 
- among the Heathen Deifi'dleſs. deſervipſ- 
Herocsthoſeexcellent Perſoristhat did 


uscauſe to Gloty,' and to: Bluſh thats 
are Men, and. whoſe n/a the w 
-paralell'd Honour of bein 
4nſpir'd Pens:3 Thoſe gþ9} 7 
Mer: made perfed, as'the Scrip 
thein:,. ſhalt *be- our conſtant 49 

Jar Company, NO tee Socerl 
we ſhall not only be Welcare, but E 
itrexfe it. Tn Heavervefhallhive a bleſs 


loriovs-Spirits; whoſe; Nartre dat 
zrveſt them with ſach/a-Luftre:thatal 
the Diſadvatitageof theft Diſgniſes,vhe | 
they Appear to | ih doth fcatce ſuffice t 
confine our Raptares to ;RefpeRts belo 
Idolarry; and: darken them-1m40-Odjedt 
for our Wonder;;not Adorition;-: Ther 
welſhall fee(a Sight worthy dying for)tha 

Biefſed Saviour, of whom the S$cripti 

doesfo'much,and'ſo exccHent]y-eritertai 
vs; and who having done. and: fuffer'd (4 
much DOONTIer bighl#i ddferve of us 


bot! 


wn tr Wh, we now A ey =. ww a> we led 2 ad. te... Aa MW hi he eb 


RY C rep qld; ages | ineſtim 
77 | Bi + Benefits, Yes, t cogunt ay. we ra cr 
y. and Divine Perf Mn, who, whenhe Eonivas 
mes TeY' his To mg 97 fe ov NY 
to pi ens 4 2 126 
[exreens fen on Earth, to " Fig na 2 
is Merits and Example.to dwell withbin _ 
orc Heavet did, ſoadmirably mix an aw- 4 
ful Majeſty\vith an humble meckne(s,and 
yd the af ſach'd. Infirmities: of. his human Ne- 
ture, with the ſeaſonable Coruſcations of 
ee his Divine4;,and expreſs'd in his whale 
"Liife, fo petfect and; Loh a Virtue, 
abd yet (b moch Sw s and. Gentle 
neſs towards: thoſe 8 to it., that 
that were:the moſt ſhare of. i it 3: that the by 
vs themſelves couldſay, of him, That, wat.7. FP ' 
He had done al things well 3 aod his very gi 
1 Ecdemies; that were employed to appre- oh 
kend. him bs a Malefaftor,. confeſs'd even | 
to thoſe that” ſent them to doo, That Tohy7.46 
never men fpaks like bim, © Aud his Apo- 
fRles, who had moſt opportunity taipry 
narrowly into: his Attions,and were of a 
J condition and:breediag very unlike to in- 
.] fuſe into them Heroick Reſolutions, did, 
| in ſpight of the frequent reproofs their 
failings extorted from him, and of the 
hardſhips that attended his ſervice, 
think even death it ſelf ia his Company, 
K 2 more 
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- i the Scripture, King of Kings, and Lt 
rev.r of: Lords, all Power or Authority: being 
"Sor we" (as himſelf ſpeaks)given him. both in Hea- 
vet & in Earth, And now Nobly attended 

-may we.ſuppoſe this: Divine Monarch ec 

-be in his Exalted Condition 4n-Heavenl 

Mat.r, :;, When.in his ſtare of Humiliation on Earth. 
"** * whil'the was in the #/ilderneſs, among they. 
-Wild- Beaſts , the Angels are recorded.toffl 
have miniſtred. unto him; and whil'lt he x 
layſwayth'd in a bomely Manger,the mul-M , 
titude of the Czleſtial Hoſt were heard} c 
to ſolemnize his, miraculous Birth, accor-l , 
ding to thatpaſſage of the Writerto the 
Heb rs Hebrews, When he bringeth the firſt begotten} , 
'te%* id the #orld, (he ſaith) 4nd let aff thef 7 
n 
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Luk, x, 


Angels of God worſtip him! And yet ſuch 
conſiderable and noble Creatures, thoſe 


immaterial Intelligencers, called Angels, 
are, 
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aj to OR ves abr our TY 
2ore thouſahd Men; inthe ptr —- 
Seracherib's impious Camp, And fo much 3 
Majeſty and Superiority; does their Na-' 54 
ture give them; in-reference even to' the 
eminenteſt of Mortals, That, when: the _ 43 
undaunted Foſbre had boldly challeng'd £-:.- 46 
one of them; that appear'd to him in the ww 
likeneſs of a Man, and demanded whom 
he was forz when he-knew him to be an - 
Ange), (unleſs he ſuppos'd him to be that 
tnis'd Meſſiah, who is elſewhere call'd > 
the Angel of the Covenant, - as it is in the Malzy. -: 
Original, and in the ſame Text the Lord) FG 
he alters his addreſs unto-him' into-this 
ſubmiſſive one, What ſaith my Lord unto bis 7 
Servant? And even wiſe aad holy Dariel 
* JW himſelf, who was the ſecond Perſon of 1 
PE the World for Power, and the firſt for” xxl 
to much nobler: Attributes, Wiſdom,: and 2" 
he Underſtanding, who ſaw fo many Go- 
vernors of vaſt Provinces, and Profeſ- 
df forsof admired Magick, inferior to him- 
ſe}f 3 yet confeſſes to the Angel, thatap- 
IN pear'd to him, that he'was confounded 
and diſanimated at his Preſence,and adds, 
How can the Servant of this my Lord talk Dan. 19, 
ny with this my Lord? Wemay lafely theres '7* 
fore expect, that we (ball then behold our- 
K 3 | Sa- 
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now no more wy I , but Aotning) 
Crawn will appear upon that; Radiant 
FP 20a.2.s, Head Of bis, more glorious, than thole 
6 F'» | of : the flaming; Ruſb, wherein God aps 
8 pear'd to Moſes. Andwe ſhall not ſeethat: 
deſpicable Form,which madethe Prophet: 
ſay, (perſanating the. generality of .the i | 
Jewiſh Nation - contemporary.: with ; the: | 
Meſſas) He hath ao form, nor Come-Þj - 
lineſs, and when we ſhall ſee him,there js 0 
Beauty that we ſhould deſgre, But we ſball 
{ee him encompaſs'd with ſo much Maje- 
ſty, and ſhining with ſo much of hisGe- 
nuine fplendor and Beauty, that we ſhall 
deſervedly eſteem him Nephle, the Admi- 
rable, And our raviſl'd Souls ſhall by 
the more attentive contemplation of him, 
but find more cauſe to imitate the Spouſe 
in Selomoy's myltick Epithalaminm ; who 
having dwelt upon the Beauty of the (e- 
veral parts that concurr'd- to the accom- 
pliſhing of the Divine Bridegroom, ex- 
claiws1n an Epipharrerra, very contrary to 
Cante 5. the expreffion lately mentioned in. the 
Prophet, He 3s altogether deſires, :or by an 
Hebraiſm, 
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Ifa, 9.6, 


mas 


* b4 b/ pk ca hg Mo , 
Eyes. Conighr "ane _ Jobn AP. 
ſentsthem, of res ky will 1dto rev. 1.14 


the willing Breaſts 4; the raviſh'd Bebol- 
ders; ſhoot Flames as Pure, as. Holy, and 
asdeathlicſsa5 thoſe Fathers ofthe Church, 
who beliv'd not the Angels altogerage Tae 
corporeal,; may be ſuppos'd to have:con- 
ceived, the Seraphims to conſiſt of, Cer- 


cl rainly, fiace(as the Scripture informs, us) 

EY 7 never erntred.into the beart of man, what 

e' God has reſery 'd in Heaven for thoſe that | 
if love him, ThatGlory can be but unper- © * 
0'l fetly expreſs/d by the bare Epithet of «2 
l'F loconceivable, with which God rewards *Þ 


the meritorious Sufferings and Obedience 
of that only begotten Soa of his Love, far 
whoſe ſake he 1s pleas'd to confer on ſo 
"| many thouſands of Men, unimaginable 


Glories.' He that vouchſafes ev'n to ma- Da. 12.3, "2 


» | oy of his ſervants a brightne(s like that 


© y ” 
of the Stars, will ſure-communicate a y,,,",- > 


more radiant Luſtre to the So of Righte- 
ouſneſs, that onely Son of His, whoxz (to 
borrow inſpir'd expreſſions) be hath made 
Heir of all things, by whom alſo he made 
the Worlds : who betng the brightneſs of his 
Glory, and the —_—_ Image of his Perſon, 
and upholding all things by the word of bis 
K 4 power \ 
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and eve- 


ower, and Might, and 


ry name that is named;not only in thirworld, 


but ie that which is to come: ' Thereby 
exalting him not onely above-al}- Earth» 
ly Princes and Potentates,but ever above 
the higheſt Orders of the Spirits of the 
Celeſtial Hierarchy.' 

"But apprehend not, Lindemoy, that 
this ſublime Exaltation of Chriſt will 
make him defpiſe the meaneſt of his Saints, 
or difdain Communion with him. For, 
St. Paul, aflures, us, Thar he 'was inthe 


form of God, when he vouchſaf'd totake 
uponhim the form of a Servant, to make 
-us free; and ſure, hethat eondeſcended 


ſo Far, and ſtoop'd fo Low, to invite 
and bring-usto Heaven, will not refuſe 
us a gracious Reception there, In the 
days of his Fleſh he waspleas'd to own La- 
Zar#4,even inthe diſhonors of the Grave, 

and vouchſafd him'in that deſpicable 
condition the glorious title of his Friend, 

And when he deſcended the Mount of 
Olives, all the loud Acclamations of the 
glad Multitude, that ſang Hoſanna's to 
him, and (trew'd his way withtheir Palms, 
their Ve{ments and their Praiſes, could 
nor 
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evo his Enewier. And, eff ivhontdbe £ 
thought, thathe way'thus conperitd for -__ 
worthleſs Mortals, onely whil'ſt he Shar'd -- 
and'Felt/the Miſeries: of their Coriditions 
give” me leave to obferve'to you , Lin- "MF 
damhor, that immediately after his Reſurs w 
rection,” whilſt the Senſe of theſſudden  . 
and-unexampled change of his Condition - ' © 
was freſh upon him, and the'Remem- | 
brance of the Apoſile's Ingratitude tnde+ 
ſerting him, almoſt as Recentzhe ſticksnot 
togivethoſe very Diſciples that forſook 
him,” the glorious Title, (and that-a more 
familiar'one than'we find him to have al- SY 
lJow'd. them on Earth) of bis Brethren 5, Mer-+8-19” 
and particularly ſhews bimſelf Sollicitois Mat. 16.7698 EN 
for that Peter, who, in ſpight of all thoſe 1 
empty boaſts , wherewith he not only 2 
ſeem'd to 'dche Death, but Chri'ſts Pre- 008 
diction too, did nat only forſake his Ma- 

ſter, but deny'd him;\+ -He can in Heaven 

be ſoconcern'd for his diſtreſſed Members 

here on Earth, that not-only he can'take 

| || notice of expiring Stepber , thorow that aq, ,, 
|| Cloud of fatal Stones that batter'd down 

his Prifon; and can, when Saul was perfe- 
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—— :-: Fa nhondy parent ue? 
Þ > nti=. bur One?) But in che Meſſages heſends to 
SZ "cond. and the' Angels or Governors of the' ſeven 
$ "Ty Churches; be ſufficiently manifeſts, That 
of the 4- fingle*Chriſtians/imay be as partienlarly 
$0. in his Thoaghts; avif they had no other 
I Obje&t: His Greatneſs will not makehis 
Kindoeſs leſs familiar, but only more-Obli- 
AJ ging; He diſdainsnot, even after his A(- 
3 | \ Rer.3.20. cenſion, toſay, Bebold, 7 ftand at the door 
i and knock, if any man hear my voice, and 
open the door, I will come in jo him , and will 

ſup with him, and he with me,That King; in 

the Parable by whom himſelf is repreſen- 

ted, is pleaſed himſelf to welcome cachIn- 

dividual truſty Servant- with a peculiar, 

' Mat, 25, Enge boxe Serve 3 And it another Parable 
; ' heſcruplesnot to repreſent the greatcon- 
deſcenſions and familiarity, wherewith the 

Lord ſhall renumerate 'the faithful -and 
watchful Servants ,'by telling his Diſci- 

{ - rok; Ples, Blefſed are thoſe Servants, whom the 
i 37. Lord, when be cometh;"ſhall find ſo watch- 
| ing. Verily, I ſay unto you, that he hal 
- gird himſelf, and will makt them to ſit down 
| to meat, -and will come forth to ſirve them, 
At which expreſſion,you will the leſs ad- 
mire, if you conſider, that befades that it is 
parabo- 
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ſence.> We Fw: By; angelical Scory, | 
that our: Sevicatdidehd no not to converſe 
familjarly with: Publicans and Sinners,nor 
even to waſh, the'Feet of his Diſciples: 
And fince he condeſcended to-ſuch Fami- - 
is Niarity: to thoſe frail Mortals, fo.many of 
wham: were apt to-turn the favours of: 
God into Wantannels,we may the leſs ad- 
mire bis gracious condeſcenfionsto thoſe, 
the Sinleſsneſs of whoſe condition'will 
keep them from turning his vouchſafe- 
ments into any thing, bur occaſions of 
Joy. and Gratitude. | Marvel not, Linde- 

or, as at an tmpertinency, that I appear 
ſo ſollicitous to poſleſs you with high ap- 
prehenfions of the ſuper-eminent Dignity 
and Felicity of gur. exalted Saviour; and, 
that in the loftieſt and moſt magnificent 
expreltions, the Scripture affords'me, 1 
have endeavour'd/-to make out to you, 
that the bright Son of Righteouſneſs is 
now grown uncapable of ſuffering Eclip- 
ſes, butſhines with unclouded and une- 
qual 'd Splendor;and that we ſhall in Hea- 
ven (as the Writer to the Hebrews ſpeaks) 
1d- See Jeſus, who was made a little (or for a 
© i500 ſhore” while, Boggs n) lower than the An- Hcb.z.9, 
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© mith Glory, TREE) -B Fr Hoake 
Heaven more: Heaven to: us, .to ind him 
reigning there, who hath ſuffer'd ſc) much 
for us3 and for whom, if we e'er\came 
thither,. we (ball. hae ſo-much ſuffer'd, 
For, ſince our. Love will; 8s thereſt of our 
ſarviving Graces, be perfefted ind grow 
compleat, in Heaven.z the ineffable Hap- 
inels of our dear Redeemer mult-needs 
ring an-encreaſe-to ours, commenſurate 
to the Ardency of our Love for him, and 
we ſhall.reliſh no Happineſs more. than 
thatz which is therefore ours, becauſe he 
is bappy, and ſuppoſes in bim,wharit con- 

fers on us. Beſides that, fince the Regal 
Dignity, wherein (as Mediator) beisIn- 
ſtated , may make us owe our Salvation to 
his Sentence, as well as to his Merits ; 
Heaven it. ſelf will be © ineſtmab] 4 
endear'd\ ro us, by: our enjoying / it 
upon his account. I need not tell you, 
what a value Lovers are-wont to ſet upon 
the leaſt Favours that can be beſtowed: 
on them by their Miſtreſles, and that of- 
tentimes a worthleſs/Ribband;-a BraGelet 
of Hair, or ſome ſuch Trifle,. that no- 
thing can make precious but her preſent- 
10g it, 1s highlier valued by the tranſpor- 
ted. Laver, than: the richeſt Preſents of 
Nature, or of Fortune. How great a 
Blefling 


£ 


K— ww Dm.t a -. 


i * 0 *, 4 
> & 


l 4 Ds. Fs * I 
FL-& Bae dings £54 ts 
F >» þ $4 wy pg Save th $. 
: | A 4 - a p PEI. ry 
F — x I», 7 Q 1 ay , " 

f . oF L -* \ l , - 

22 A OY! Ss \ 
MW | 4 "I 4 hk, 
x un 4 Fi Ed .) * : 

” E Ws | 14 44 | 
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x #5 a perſon fo" beloy'd; ? og i 
Wl ven it {elf will briog mor TE( _ 
'to the amorous* "$out; as Re is a"proof'of i 
ET Love, tharthat it is Dotigtive-of his ©») 
ouney. As paſſionate Brides do incom- 'F 
pirabry more gap the Weddiog-Rings "Y 
my their glad Lovers give/them, aq; = 1 
Pledges than 4s 'O6f9: © Tis ſid of the = 
perſecuted and diſgrac'd Apofiles / that x@,-, 
they rejoyeed to ' have been counted” wor- 
thy to eff oe *ſPamie for his Name. But if F 
they veary rejoyc'd'to beallow'd to PE 
ſuffer” for hith 35 of 'how much: Joy' ſhall MT 
they have juſt cauſe, that are admitted to MY 
Rei 3-286 him ?*his having ſupported RY 
the Hardſhips and the Toyls (for 1 'myuſt M 
not 'now call themiEvils) to which our ©" 
aflided Condition'of Mortality is expos'd - "Mf 
does ſo much Alleviate them, and/refreſh A 
us nndet ther, - that n'this ſence alſo 'it "EM 
may be truly ſaid, that rhe chiſtiſerment 'of 17, E 3.9; 4 
our peace was upon bim, and by-bjs hurts we 
are healed. ' But he that reliev'd-ns even 
by his Croſs, will ſure do-more for us by 
his Crown;when hethall-admir, andeven 
invite,, each faithful ſervant to no leſs'a 
Bleſſing; than 79 enter into his Maſters Joy Mat.zgaa 
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abi ethtageh ith) Ipevr” to 
"our Gricks, 'or impart” to us his Joys 
either leffen our ſeries by his$u 
or cxicteaſe our Har | 
city,” WII | 2466 

Tot. 234 
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a not, Lindakvds, that Tſhould So- 
lemoly'beg your p pardon for this ſeeming 
Fcurfioh. 'rill T come to think it 4 di- 


2 Chriſt in Heaven,trearing of the, Happi- 
"WM nefs'whieh thoſe that: LONG him Ley! 
__ joy there.” "Wherefore, not to ſpend 
time initaploring a needleſs fargi els, 
T ſhall proceedts tell you, Linda 
in Heaven we ſhall flot only fee pr om 
Brother Chriſt , but- oroBably alfo-our 
Kindred, Friends, and-Relarions, that'11- 
vivg here in his Fear, died. in his Favotir. 
For fince, our Saviour tells 'us* that the 
..* Children if the Reſurre@ion ſhall be nigga: 
26. eual to, or like the Angels ,” who. yet in 
the Viſions of Dari#tand St.Joby, appear 
to be acquainted with each ather:hace,in 
Lok.15. theParable 6f the miſerableEpicure,82 the 
happy Bepgar,the father of the faithful is 
repreſented, asknowing; not only.the Z iq 
On, 
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pture 3 we-aay ſafely conclude it-pro- 
 bable; that we ſhall know each; other in 
aplace, where, face gothing xequiſite £0 
happineſs. can be wanting, we. may.well 
ſuppoſe-(at teaſi, if we.can.imagine here, 
what: we. ſhallthink there).rhat; we: ſhall 
notwaft. ſo great. aſavisfattion, as that of 
being- knowingly happy,1io-our. ,Ocher- 
felyes,qur Friends, | Nor is this agly; pro- 
bable, Lindemor, but 'tis not improbable, 
that thoſe friends that know us im Hea- 
yen, (hall welcome us thither. For, fiace 
Chriſt aſſures us, that the very Angels 
(though they be ſo farfrombeing elated 
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Witwthb@ friends we here lamented; we 
ſhall thetErejoyee: And 'twi :be but 
; need; that: 'the- difcovery.of ec 
Virtues ſhould- bring mes to "mutual fi 
knowledge of our- pefſons 3. for” other- ( 
wiſe,” we'ſhall be ſo- chang'd, that-we 

ſhould tiever - know our-* Fiendss 'and 
ſhonldſcarce know 'our ſelves, werenot 
an-eminent encreaſe of. knowledges part 

of that happy change. 


For 
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a 


tisfaRory.) For, here indeed; if our 
WFriends donor allay ourLove or Aﬀecti- 
on by unwelcome Adibns,; or their con- 
ag10us Sufferings, we commonly doteon 
nem to a Degree, thgt,-as it were, Re- 

| duces 


"© *%... 8 3h 
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-2us.. But there;/our, on both ſides, com- 
pleated Graces, will not-only Deſerve, 
2 Allow a higher Strainof Friendlhip. 
Wo. Theinear Contemplation and Fruition's 
1 - Rheanfinitely tranſcendent. Perfeftions'«< 
_” the Creator, keeping all-our Kindneſs to 
ba the Creatures, not only Subordinate to 
the Love we owe to God, but grounded 
Onit; as Excited Needles , when they 
\ ſtick faſteſt to each other, owetheir Ugi- 
on to their having both beentouched by 
1 theLoad-ſtonezto which they have there- 
| Fore Both of them (ſtronger Jaclinations, 
X than Either to the Other. - 

There, probably, we ſhall ſatisfaQorily | 
underſtand thoſe deep and obſcure Miſte 
ries'of Religion, which, the profoundeſ 
Clerks that love not to flatter themſelves 
acknowledge, they are nnable fully tc 
4 Comprehend-z being after all the Toy 

and Induſtry of their anxious Enquiries 
reduc'd to fit down with the Apoſtle' 
.B48G- 1n Admiration of . that ,Deptb 

Rom. 11- whoſe Bottom they cannot Fathom.Therc 
33- we ſhall underſtand thoſe obſcure paſl: 
ges of ( That Divine Book , and un- 

capable of Flattery ) the Scripture, which 

netwithllanding, yl that. Bold —_— 

an 


See. 24. 


.cerning. how | exquiſitely -the » ſeveral 
-Parts of Scripture are fitted to the: feye- 
irat 'Times, Perſons, and Qccurenges, 
wherein+their All-foreſecing Author iq- 
tended molttojuſe t em;,weſballdiſcera 
-not only” a'  Reconcileableneſs , but: 2 
Friendſhip , and- perfet Harmony,-be- 
twixt atioſe Texts;- that here ſeem'moſt 
"at Variance; and ſhall diſcoyer not only 
'the' Senſe 'of ' the obſcyrer Pallages,. but 
the Requiſiteneſs of''their having. been 
-written-ſo obſcurely.2-; Thar ſtrange; and 
peculiar,as-well as othet wile criptical Me- 
'thod and Stilebf Scripture, which often 
coſts us ſo much ſtudy to-find it Rational, 
we ſhall there diſcover to be admirable & 
worthy of its. Oinniſcient Author, There, 
I hope, we ſhall have clearly Expounded 
to us thoſe Ridles of Providence, which 
have, but too often; tempted even good 
Men, to queſtion 'Gods condud-iw the 
Government of the World 3 whil'@ the 
Calamities and Perſecutions of Virtue, 
and Innocence, ſeem approv'd by him, 
--who accumulates Profpericies on; their eri- 
- minal Oppolers. ' Fhere; we ſhall becon- 
vine 'd, "that all #heſs ſeeming -rregula- 
L 2 rites, 
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puteto thegiddy Whimfbes'of a blin 
"male Deity, are notonly. conſiſtent with 
' God's Juſtice and'Goodneſs; bur are Pro- 
-duttions of it.” 'And though fach a-Be 
fons,ſeem 
perhaps a greater piece of » Self-denial ,FC 
'than to refrain'from, Wine, or Gold, or 
-Miſtreſtes ; yet in Heaven it will appear 
as reaſonable as here we find it diffteate, 
For, as Bildad ſpeaks in Fob, We'are but 0 
Fefterday , and know nothing, -becauſe "our 
tays upon Earth, ave but a ſhadow.fAnd the 
ſhorcneſs of our Tranſitory lives,not per- 
mitting us tocontinuelong enoughSpeca- 
tors here, to ſee above a Scene: or Two at 
-moſt of that great Play, Aﬀed by Mankind 
uporthe Stage of the World;'tis no won- 
der we are apt to harbor ſiniſter thouhts 
of the Contriver of a Plot, whoſe neither 
Beginning nor End we are acquainted 
with. Which yet is little lefs' injurious, 
than *twere to cenſure the lofty Tragedi- 


having peruſed but a piece of ſome Tra- 
gedy, whereof the latter part never arri- 
ved at our view. But when once God's 
wholePlot (If I may ſo ſpeak) and Con- 
duCtin the Adminiſtration of the World, 
ſhall come to be difclos'd; all thoſe oof 
volu- 
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a by amy —_ pi 
3 wr appear ſo juſt, fo rev 

te;/and- fo Gafonzble that thoſe very 
bigs which-here tempted us ro deny” 
od; ſhall there engage us to-praiſe himz- 
ayd'we {hall not” ſo properly be fatisfh'd' 

with his'Providence ,7 as raviſh'd. ' But: 
ially, we ſhall be tranſported" with 
ke and Gratitude, when God ſhall 
ouchſafe ito diſcover to' his particular 

Servants, the-Reaſons' of his'Diſpegſati-: _ 

28s towards them,and make outtotherw,” F- 
a- not only the-neceſlity atid Juſtice; but 
atev'n Matcifaloeſs of thoſe very Aﬀidi- 
ad ons, that were moſt imputed to his'Seve-/ "BY 
n-Writy, (60 Stroke from''God's Paternal ns 
ts Hand, either lightning Sooner, or falling be 
er{Heavier; oz ſtaying Longer, than the Oc+ LE 
ed fſcaſion, that Extorted'it; exatted )- and; 
1s, {convince them; that their Hopes were ne-. 
i- ver Diſa \ppointed, butto ſecure their Ti- 
tle to better things than thoſe they hoped 
for 3 nor their inferior Intereſts preju- 
died, but-for the Advantage of the 91+ 
preme Ones. Yes, all that unwelcome 
Darkneſs, that here ſurrounded our pur+ 
blind Underſtandings, will vaniſh at- the, ,,. Wy 
dawnivg of that bright, and as St. Peter's, ©. 

T _ L 3 * Ex- 


wit © - 3207 
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Wer. 25, 


Da 4 pcs hey . FREE | 
Day leies, ingbe] here Exer 
perhaps Diſtreſs'd ). our; Faith, 
granted us ta,Reward. it... Aad; 


profeſs to you, Lindawor, (agi 


albiony 


able as ſuch a, Profeſſion may com ina; 


Gentleman: not. ver Two. and. twenty.) 
that I find the St y of thal&excellent 


Thewes, God's Wordzand:his: Providence, 
ſo Difficult, and yetifo Pleafi pgandlovis 


ting ,.;that cauld, Heaven afford; me. no. 


greater Bleſſing: than a clear Aecount- of 
the abſtruſe Myſteries of divinity and 
Providence,; I. ſhould yalue-the.,haying 
my Underſtaading Gratifi'd aud-Earich' qd 
with, Truths of, ſ@,.noble and. precious a 
Nature, cnoughto, ;Court Heaven \at the 
rate:of. renouncing, for i itall tbaſeuntnan- 
IF Senſualities and, trifliog Y anities, for 
which inconfiderate Mortals are wont to 
forfeit” the. intereſt. of -theis- SavIQur ſa 
dearly bought: them, 1 Tp | ROITS. - 

Nor ſhall we only. converſe with Saints 
and'Angels,. but with that infigitely more 
glarious Deity,that made them,what they 
are, Without at all impoveriſhing himlelt, 
In. Heaven, we ſhall enjoy. (its Maker) 


7 Joh.3.2. Gad,, and ſee him as be js, who, (as the 


and I» 
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Seriptare telleth us) ſhall then be afl in 


al; 


Nall bs 
. muſt 


whey 

mathe. 4-4 - | 
.;If ane that was, noneof the leaſt oy the Auigl7 

Philoſophers, ſerupl'd.nottotell the Man gorar- 

that as'kd him, What he was born for,that 

It was to contemplate the Sunz If ogr beſt 

at Naturaliſts. themſelves, though the dark; * 

6, neſs thac is here caſt uponthings, and the 

7-8 dimnefs of. our. Tarelletial Eyes, ( which 

no Iremember4riſiotlefitly compares to thole 

off of. an -Owl at Noon-day) permit us to 

nd _— but very little of that Wiſdom, 

gf] Power, and:Goodneſs, which he has ex- * . 

'd|| preſs'd in_the Creationz are yet often 

A tranſported. and raviſh'd with a juſt Ad- 

he miration. of the Perfetions he my dil=> _ - 8 

nf play'd in.bis Workmwanſhip,- If the wiſe FO 

orfl Queen that. came (o far. to vilit Solomon, 5.5 

rofl was-put.. almoſt. into an Extafie, by the 

ſoff fight.of his. (though Wiſe, .yet Humane) 

-\ ordering , of things 3... And if  A4#- 

tl gels themſelves (as, St,, Peter informs, us) *; 

rel deſere to. look into the myſterious contrivan- _ 

ey ces.of God, in order to. Man's Redem- | 

It. ption ; How great a ſatisfaGion, Lindg- 

r)f zor,may wejuſtly conceive, it muſt needs 

ie be;to beadmitted toſee ſo much of God, 

as Heaven. will diſcover to us? eſpecially 

L 4 . hace 


doth Ns KIN Tpial y 


1 Pet. 1, A 
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== Schooimen toly' call it Pabrmn Sg 
= 5 Joh.z.:, COnichuded, han we ſhall , like God; 'be- 
WE cauſe we ſball*ſee bim ar be is.” And-our 
 _ Savicurhimſelf paraphraſes our Czleftiat 
_- Felicity: oy this bleſſed Viſion; "where he 
E: s fays, Bleſſed are the'pure in heart, fort 

C ____ fall bor 3Þ oe” other der = 
bh Writer to the Hebrews employs 'the be- 
*- ing deny'd thefightof the Divine Objedt, 
asA regs won of extreme wrerchednefs, 
in that Text: where, of exhorred 


" 


Heb. :z, thoſe to whomhe writes, 'ro ſolow peace 
34 and holineſs; headds, as the formidableſt 
Menace which he could: make uſe'of , to 

deterr them from ſlighting his exhortati- 

. on,without which, no man ſhall ſee the Lord. 

; And by this Vifhon our Saviour ſeems to | 
deſcribe the happineſs even of Angels; I 

where, forbidding the ſcandalizing of any I 

thoſe little Ones that believe in im, he 
adds,toenforce what he had ſaid,that#heir Il 

Mat. 18, Angels do always ſee the face of his Father in 
0+ Heaven, We (hall be fo taken up with 
the-Contemplation-and Fruition of that 
Glorious Object, (in' whoſe Infenity all 

Goods are included and dilated) chick A. 

ges, numberleſs as the Joys that Beatific 

Vith an aboynds with, will ſcarce afford us 

"HR oY leiſure 
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foNumerous and ſo/Entire, that we'ſhall” © 
there 'defire nothing that we have. nor, 
exceptmore Tongues to ſing more'Praiſes 
tohim; or at-leaſt'a capacity to- pay' hint 
greater thanks for what we have. And. 
even thoſe defires, God's gracionsaccep- 
ration will make, in being:conceiv'd Ac- 
compliſh'd : for,otherwife Heavens Reſi- 
dents ſcarce know any other want; than 
that of need 'to wiſh: The'Compleat —* 
Blefledneſs of their Condition, reducing ww 
ce © them-to a happy uſeleſneſs of Wiſhes, by Y 
{t IN affording them a full Prx-poſſefſion of all 
to | thEObjefs of Defire. - There Time,like- 
1- 0 Fire,” having deſtroy'd whatever it could 
d. | prey on, {hall at laſt dic-it ſelf, and ſhall 
o | goout into Eternity, Whoſe Nature is 
$3 Þ fuel, that though our Joys, after ſome 
iy | Centuries of Years, may ſeem-to have 
ie | grown Elder, by having been Enjoyed 
ir || ſo many Ages, yet will theyreally (till 
72 || continue New, not only upon the ſcores 
th of their Welcomneſs and Freſhneſs, but 
at | by their perpetually Equal (becauſe TInfi- 
11 F nite). Diſtance from a. Period. There, 
\. F our Felicity ſhall always be the ſame, yet 
ever New. Wearineſs arguing imperte- 
(tion, either .1n the ObjeR, or the Appe- _ 
od tite5 


BETA TC aS 


Deut. 2 9. 
5» 


it, 
ven ado —_—_ Variet At may be oo ah 
ſuch an one, as = conlilt in'a reed 
Knowledge of the. Firſt. Obje& (Gad,) 
nota ForGking of itz and'ſuch as a 
fromthe fixt Beholding. of the changiag- 
necks of Doves, or ſuch as we-may ſeen 
the diverfifi'd Refractions of- the-.ſame 
ſparkling Diamond.” In God, thereis.(if 
FE may ſo fpeak.) ſuck! a various Identity, 
that the Fruition of him -both-..Satisfies 
and Creates Defires : though That,;wivh- 
out Satiety3 and This, without Diſquier. 
Other Diliphts, like'-the-uſual Cloaths 
we wear, quickly grow State; and. are 
ſoon worn out; whereas Ccaleftial Plea- 
ſures participate of the: Prerogative of 
the Jews Garments in-the Wilderneſs,.of 
not Impairing by being, uſed-Long, But as 
the amorous Needle; enge join'd-unto the 


.Load-ſtone, would: never; uncompell'd, 


forſake the inchanting Mineral; bat, after 
Ages cling -no leſs elofely-to-it than-at 
the firſt moment: of -their Union-: ' So :do 
the Saints Heaven, with the -ſame-Un- 


diminiſh'd | freſhne(s !ever polleſs . their 
Joys, 
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(s'd then od Sift - 
IG eye cry 70jay= - #5" 
ris, opriag bur. becauſe. it ef gp a "al 

Pleatuxes. Jo admit, acceſſion, they ſhall 

receive it. from.our. Aſſurance, that we 

ſhall taſte them forever, and perpetually 
repeat. Cor .rather gontinue) the lame-re- 

new. d;Fruitions OR: op endear'd W 

by-aothing more, . than. by the * 
fur 16-will ord. us, Cheated) y.to "> 
Employ itin Celebrating of the Authors "A 

Praifes 5 andyn a Condition,, happier. .in 
ka it we gray paſt) Doing, than -paſt 

ring..J!l.....1a,Heaven: (-1n, a)wotd) 
our. .inexhaufted Joys will be ſo, Num- 
berleſs, and ſo Immenſe-,; that-we- ſhall ww 
' Need;(as, well as Have) Eternity, it ſelf mY 
- | to taſte, them fully... | "A 
f Buts,:bindamor, it was. not,,my Deligo Seft. a6. b 
f | to--give;.you a, paxticular Topograpby J 
s | of this-Caleſtial;Gangay; but only ina - 7 
e | few.wards;to lex youſee, that 't3s a: Lavd 
l, flowingwith Milk and Hong. And though 
[ acknpwledge ,; 1, pave. given: you but 
t | dark Deſcriptions (ahd ſometimes rather 
o | Poetical:thag Copogtaphical-J!of what 
- | the Apolile {tiles,, The Inheritence of the Col.r. 12; 
r | Saintsin- Light..,:Yer fince, to-whet our 
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of Paradife,ſeems meant rather toquicken 
our. pe prophey wh _ i __ Curio» 
fity 3: I may for thoſe /purpoles; have per- 
haps tolerably ed chat 'Taske (of 
Heavenly Topography) by the acknow- 
ledgementsof my diſability to doit Wor- 
thily,t ſhall now only add this property of 
our expeRed Bliſs, 'that the vaſtimalti- 
tude of- Partners does detsaQt nothing 
from each private ſhare,nor does thePub- 
lickneſs of it leſſen Propriety in it. 'Fhis 
Ocean of Felicity being ſo ſhoarleſs, and 
ſo bottomleſs, thatall the Saints'and-An- 
| gels cannot exhauſt it : it being /as im- 
poſible for an Aggregate of Finites,' to 

coemprehend _ or exhauſt one Infinite, as 
"tis for the greateſt number of Mathema- 
matick Points to amount to , \or.conlti- 
tatea Body, Our Neighbor-Regiotis:do 
all enjoy the benefit of Light as well as 
- Wes yet we enjoy not leſs, than if they 
enjoy'd none. Indeed+ there is this dif- 
ference -between the Son of Righteoul- 
nels and that-of Heaven; that, whereas 
the latter; ' by his Preſence, Eclipfes " 
f : the 


knowledge, itis reſery'd ainongrboPre- 
| Heaven, to: know: 

how happy we ſhall be,” when There: 
and Fnce,what the Scripture hath-reveal'd 
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Spouſe inthe Carticles) to his Redeemer. 


with the fatneſs of bis Houſe , and make © al. 36.6, 


to er oy ery ; ——— to that: —_ the A- a a 
-poltle,” her: Chriſt," who is our life, fral Cara 

ear with him in 0 
in relation to 
_ ſhall-not be like Stars, which his 
obſcures and makes to diſappear 3 4 

por 1 e poliſh'd Silver, or well-glaz'd- _ 
Arms,” or: thoſe vaſter Balls of: burniſh'd -- 
Braſs, the tops of Churches are ſometimes 
adorn'd with, which ſhine not till they be 
ſhin'd upon, and derive their glittering 
Brightneſs, and all the dazling Fire that 
environs and illuſtrates them, from their 
being expos'd(unskreen'd)to theSunsre- 
ful gentBeams, Tam my Beloved s,and myBe- 
loved is mine, ſays everySaint (with the 


as. 
4%, 
Cant.s, 3] © 


David fays of them that put their-truſt in 
God, That he ſhall abundantly ſatisfie then 


them drink of the River of his Pleaſures : 
As if he meant to infinuate, that, As when 
a Multitude of Perſonsdrink of the ſame 
River, none of them:is able to exhauſt it, 
and yet each of them may have the fall 
liberty of -Drinking as. much ag he Can, 
or as'much as he could, though lin 

Mm- 


bay 9,090 


'Lok-r5.7. 


Eph. 3. IF, 
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fo: Entirely, in Relation” to" 


rant, arid thoſe of 'the Triump 


' or at'lea doth 


hig"Wholly, joy him 


Capacity; thar theFrujtion of whatſoever 


reſts unenjoy'd of God, is forbidden' by 
and notthe 


the Immenſity of the: ObjeR; 
Pre-pofleflion of bis Rivals. '' Phe An- 
gels; though of aNature Differing from 
ours, and'thereby 'plac'd aboye the per- 
ſonal Ex rience ut out fafferings and in- 
firmities,' do yet ſo ſympathize with us, 
that (as our Saviour informs us) they re- 
joyece at the repentance of a/finner- And 
though the Members of the Church-Mili- 
hant, live 
as far aſunder, as Heaven is from Earth, 


and are not more Diſtant as to Place,than 


Differing as to Condition ; yet St. Paul 
reckons'all the Saints to be but owe Fari- 
ly in Heaven and in Earth. ' If then the 
deſparity of Reſidences, of Qualities, 
and of Conditions, cannot now hinder 
the Lovers of God from being fo-con- 
cerf/din-one anotherz' how much 'of en- 
dearing Kindneſs ray ' we ſuppoſe, that 
they will Enterchange, when'both -their 
Loyeſhall be PerfeQed, and all thoſe other 
Graces'too that are' proper to-Cherifh and 


Encreaſe 1 K.* For, the fame Apoſtle, who, 
to 


iops't Go wjr « 
Maris 


Mejor oth! berwixe Eheif wr, bis. bs 
Sainrs; and the Saints among themſelves, 34 Y : 
tell' as, that He 75 #he Head, and/they art ; cor. mw 
his Body,and Members in partionlarzteaches " 
us to-make this' Inference, That (to -= 

preſshis Dodtrine -in his own. ang” 

one Member ſuffer , all the Members 

with #; and if one Member ke bonow'd « 

the Members rejoyce with it. Yes, Lindd- 

mor, in that bleffed Condition, our Wills 

being:  conform'd-unto our 'Ma- 

ker's, no Saint nor rage! can enjoy his 

Love without pofleſh ng a proportionate 

Degree -of Ours, And then,- fince'per- 

fe&t Friendſhip 'appropriates''to cory 

Friend the Croffes -and Proſperities '0 

the other (as good BarziVai could not be | 

highlier obliged by David, than by «hee ;, 

King's Kindneſs to his Son) each ſeveral © 
Beatitade in Heaven ſhall (in ſome ſort 
cancera'the wholeSociety, and)be Ours. 

As Aſtronomers 'teach us, that the Earth 

receives Addition of Light by the Sun's 
Beamsbeſtow'd upon the Stars, and from 

the Moon refle&ting upon Her, And be- 

cauſe our Perſonal Capacities are too t00 

Narrow, ta contain-all that Joy, we are 

(by the ſtrange Arithmetick of Friend- 

ſhip) in a manner multiply'd into as ma- 
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 -Communion with-each other, applying 
. .andbringiog homeevery Felicity cheers 
to. us. 'This friendly and reciprocal Sym 
athy, teaching +us each Gloxifi'd Saints 
leffetnck, and him ours, by-a bleſſed 
Wo a which makes us encreaſe, by 
- our reſenting them, thoſe-joys(of others) 
whoſeencreaſe we reſent.But mythoughts 
are engage ed in ſo good a Company,Lin- 
 damor, that they. keep ne from conſi- 
dering how faſt the hours paſs,and | haveal- 
molt made meforget, that the time which 
&Y occafions allow'd me for ſcribling to 
"You, is ſo far ſpent, that notnow at Jaſt 
to-reprieve you from the perſecution of 
my blunt Pen, were to be almoſt as inzu- 
rious to my own affairs, as to your Pati- 
ence, Hereafter yet1 may poſſibly make 
you ſome amends for this, with, Riper 
Diſcourſes of the Nature and Duties, or 
(if you will) the Properties and Returns 
of this Love, to which I have- hitherto 
__ preſented you ſome Motives. To (the 
laſtof ) which I might add, That our love 
to the Creature is an Earneſt, but to God 
''tis a Title 3 the one makes us the Objedts, 


but the other makes the ObjeQ- ours 3 
T hat, 
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That, fince "there is ini Love ſo (tritise'a 
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.Mapick;asto transforin the Lover into the 
Objet lov'd; we ought to be extremely 
careful of the Dedication of a Paſſion, 
which, as it is plac'd, muſt either dignifie 
our Nature, or degrade it : And not to 
addreſs 'to' any lower (or, which is all 
one, to any other) Object; the higheſt - 
Intenfity of 'a Love, which cannot but 
ſtoop without.our Degradation. And thefe 
ars F I might expatiate on, and Recruit them 
-2- | with many other Motives, additional to 
ofi- F thoſe I have already inſiſted on;but that [ 
2al- F may more properly reſerve them to the 
ch I Treatiſe of the Properties: of that Love, 
2 tO whoſe Nature ſo partakes that of its Ob- 
laſt Yje&, chat there can hardly be produc'd 
+ of more powerful Motives to it, than the 
yu-Y Conditions of it. Since then (as [I freſh- 
att- Yly intimated) I cannot but fear that your 
ake Ftir'd Patience, as well as my urgent Oc- 
per Ecafions (though theſe will recal me to 
; Or Fmorrow 'morning to- my own Weſtern 
Ds Hermitage) doth at preſent ſummon me 
IO Fo>leave you 5 and fince I cannot do 
the Wo in a happier place than Heaven, I (hall 
OVe Wuſpend my farewels, onely to beg you ro 
30d believe, that ſo Noble a Motive of ex- 
Hs, Tilting Friendſbip, as the ambition of ren- 
Irs 5 Riring mine a fit return for Yours, hath ſo 
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Expreſs. itſelf by anyleſs Attempt; than 
— this of gaining-youthe greateſt, and the 
"0 _ moſt. Deſirable of all Goods, by .cleva- 
tivg (that Noble Harbinger of your Soul) 
Xx your Love to Heaven: Whoſe Joys alone 
> .. _ are nat inferjour to thoſe which the' be- 
. ing made inſtrumental ta-procure them 
you, would really Create in, . 
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M4 deareſt Lindamor, 
From Leeſe this 6th 
of Aug. 1648, 


) 


\. 


Torr moſt Faithful, woſt 
AﬀeFionate,and moſt 


Humble Servant, 


ROBERT BOYLE 
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y Hilft this fourth Edition of the 

WW fore-going Treatiſe was "joy 
finiſhing, it bapned , that 4 

- . Devout and very Ingenious 

Friend of the Authors ,- having. preſs'd to 

have the Peruſal of ſome Occafional Me- 
ditations that lay by hint, on fever 


Subjeds, met, among © others, with that 


which follows 5 And finding the 8ub- 


je® to be of. Affinity © with what is ra- 
ther Touch'd than inſifted on, in the 
65" page of | the paſt Treatiſe, Toueh- 
ing Mens Inability to Praiſe God 


*Worthily , and having a great deaf 


of Partiality. for the Refledion ., would 
weeds have it - annex'd as it was, to the 
newly finiſh'd Edition : - Notwithſtanding 
the Author's having too juſt cauſe to 
urge , That , beſides the Imperfetvions 

M 3 that 
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that are made neceſſary by the Sublimity 
of the Theme, © ſuch +. Occaſional Papers, 
eſpecially | His, are wont to have pecultay 
Dnaccurateneſſes , as being deſign'd rather | 
to entertain the Writer himPelf, than any 
other Reader. © Sy 
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»An Occaſional Refletion upon. a 4 


LETTER; 


Ee Receiy'd- in April, 16 62 3 


"0 V. 8” I05 
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Contetning an Account of what poſed. ou 
the. KING'S Coronation-day, i ins 
little Country Town, 


wn 


VIE ; Need not, Pyrocles, after what 
y we. have been reading , tell 

| you, that the Writer of this 
ENDSWL Letter thinks that both in 
whur he has ſaid 'of 'the King, and 
in what he bas done to Solemnize His 
Coronation:, he | has behaved himſelf 
rarely well, For I doubt: not, but you 
eaſily diſcern by his way of Writing, that 
he is highly ſatisf'd with his Perform» 
ances, and expeds that he ſhall, if 
not be Thanked by the King, at leaſt be 
Mention'd 'in the News-book, But 
*will, 1 fear, be requiſite to tell you, 
M 3 that 
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PER W's bagel" Man © is ; not alvol © 6f | 
. His" mind 5 for being his ' Landlord's 
Bailiff he is cſteem'd at that rate by 


-bis Neig bbours,” and' look'd upon as a 
Man. very confiderable in his Pariſh 3 
and: is perhaps thought ;to) have a: tight 
to Pity-moſft of thoſe that do not Ad- 
mire what he has” now been doing, 
And-yet, You and'I, who pretend not 
to be Courtiers, can, in his Rural F#- 
comiury, and in his ill- contrived way 
of Honouring. his Pritce, . eaſily diſcover 
fo much thit might have been Mende; 
and'ſo much that might be Laugh'd ar, 
that, if the King , according to His 
wanted Graciouſneſs,, vauchſafe this 
A@ion his Smiles, it muſt not. bein 
conſideration of - the ſuitablenefs of 
the Performances. to the: Occafion:, 
but, partly 'as- they procted from 4 
Hearty , though ill-exprefs'd, Loyalty 
and Love, and partly , as they afford 
Him a Subject of Merriment. - And 
nor onely the nice Criticks , who 
have ſeen thoſe Magnificent Solemnities, 
and heard the ' Eloquent Panegyricks, 
Wherewith the principal' Cities and 
Aſſemblies in the Nation have thought 
they did but Part of what they ſhould; 
Fnd not onely thoſe Afiduous Cour- 


tiers, 


| | : big ky Vera: 
_tioa.,for.. 8: Great Perfon iy a Great 
Olay to.-xhoſe.. that , are qualifi'd to 
diſcera. 2nd. . relliſh ſach "things; -not 
onely. theſe, 1 ſay, will have a quite 
other Opinion of the! aural Praiſes, and 
Antique Ceremonies that were ſo well 
lik's a:hundred. Miles from. London 3 
but this Country-man himfelf, if he were 
admitted to the Court, and bred a white 
there, would: in. time ſee fo . an a di- 
ſtance. betwix what he':has done, and 
what a. perſon better: bred might "have 
done, that he could-not remember with- 
out Bluſhes, what he now looks npon 

with. Triumph. | 
And now | muſt on- this occaſion con» 
feſs to. Y,0u, Pyrocles, thatÞ have Con 
other Riſcs.): ſeveral times been reyolv- 
ing in my Thoughts, what the Angels 
think of thoſe Praiſes and Deſcriptions 
of God that Men devife, ( ForT intend 
not here to ſpeak of thoſe the Scripture 
ſuggeſts) and wherein we are moſt Ap» 
ptauded by others, and. do oftetitimes 
perchance- Applaud our ſelves, For thoſe 
Celeſtial Countiets (if Imay ſo call them) 
M 4 have 
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= "ove feverat "Ai ET. An, 
| bag Won ts Nani Mater, ; 
which we poor NOTE want, For Fifrlt, 
They are.. free from thoſe Selfiſh. and 
Inordinate  Aﬀe&ions , that. too”! ofren 
— | kinder us, either 'from Difcerhigg//the 
= - Excellency of divers of Gods Attributes 
= and) Wayes; of from duly-*Acktow- 
 Jedging tr. | They have no'Sins to keep 
them from  deſcryig the Juſtneſs of, what 
do be does; They have no- Ingratitude to. 
= , oppoſe the fuller 'Refentiments of His 
S Goodgels;' and'they' are not? tempted; 
not to-diſcern and-adore His" Wiſdom! 
for fear they -- ſhould | appear Culpable 
for repining at' His Diſpenfations, "And 
indeed, their Longevity allowing them 
the' full Profpet from end-ro'end, of If hi 
thoſe intricate GE ACas of Provid ence; Hei 
of which ſhortlivid:/Mortals docommonly IU 
ſee but a part3- they are queſtionleſs' fax {tr 
_ more fatisfi'd with the incomparably Ja 
better Contrivances they diſcerniin the | n: 
Management of humane Afﬀairs;than we |: 
# are with the ConduCtt or Plots: of the ID 
b moſt skilfully. written Plays and  Ro- - Ft 
| mangoes; Beſides, ''Thoſe wth; Spirits, Oli 
of whom the Scripture tells us, that they | w 
Luk, :, [fland before God, 'and- that they: a4 w 
Mat; 18, « Jet | His Far; have by that- he + 
ng 
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many” Excellencies;”which even They © 
could: never” but” by "Experience'' have 
form'd 'ariy thooghts' of ; and they" ſee 
in one anothersSolemn Adorations and * 
Praiſes; a way 'of Honouring the Obje& 
of -thetn, fo much” rranſcending the- ut- 
moſtof what We here aim at, that their 
Homages'to: their Creator may well be 
ſuppos'd of a farr Nobler Kind than ours, 
And1aſtly, When Tcorifider, how much 
leſs unworthy Thoughts and Expreſſions 
touching Things Divine the ſame Perſon 
may have,when come to his full Maturity 
of Age 'and Parts, -and whilſt ' he 'was 
buta'Child-in both 3 and when I conſider, 
how 'mach more Advantagious Concep- 
tions 'of the Wiſdom diſplayed in the 
Uuverſe; and particularly in the Con- 
trivance of -a Human Body, one thatis 
a trne- Philoſopher, and a skilful Az 
natomiſt, may have, in compariſon of 
2 man-1literate, 'and unacquainted with 
Diſſe&Fions: When, I ſay, I confider 
theſe things, and compare the dim Twi- 
light of Human IntelleCts in this Life, 
with "that Clear and Radiant Light, 
which- the Scripture aſcribes to Angels, 
| eannot but think, that , having to = 
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1s- is. Us, etnR Es ey 
- Perfettions,, the Advantage--of h: ing 
incomparably move-Toavtatinels leds 
'to apprehend them. with;;; they : qu 
frame - othergueſs-, Conceptions;. of., the 
Divine Actributes ,- and glorifie the Poſl- 
elfor. at an othergueſs. Rate, than-is al- 
 lawedto. Thoſe, whole Underſtanding: 
are iſo. dim, and. whoſe Reſidence is {o 
remote. from that. bleſſed Place;.-where 
the Perfetions: they would Extol are 
moſt Difplay'd,. -- + 

Aſhiſted by theſe. and the like - = Bal, 
tages, inks rol thoſe happy Spirits may 

well frame Notions, boy employ .expre- 
kg in konour of their Maker, ſo farr 
tranſcending Ours-, that,, though - the 
Angle's Goodneſs keeps them, doubrleſ, 
from” beholding them with Contempt: 
yet, We may well. think, they. look 
upon them with,ſuch a kind of. Pity, 
as that, wkerewith great Wits.and RO 
tiers loak upon the Miſtakes and Impe 
feftinos of what they. Did and Writ, = 
they were but Schoolboys 3 and as that, 
wherewith , when we ſhall be admitted 
to the Society of the Angels, we ſhall 
look back upon our former felves.,; No 
Procles, to Praiſe God is a Debt, whict, 
"thougt 
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bl pxOne, not ovly, becauſe;the 

ewed Obligations will. laſt as longas we; ds 
bur-becauſe; though:the eatire Sum were 

be paid; we: have no Coyn of the 

Value that would'be- requiſite to: wake a 
Payment of that nature. *'Tis-true it - 
deed, that ſome: men ſay much More than 
others upon aSubjed, on. which none can I 
ſay Enough;and: which, even the Spirits of Heb. 6; | 
juſt Men made. perfe can but imperfeftly ; 
Celebrate. : It'may betoo,thar the Prat» | 
ſes we pay to God- procure Us ſome from £4 
if Men, and-perhaps even from Oratorsand © -_ 
YE Encomiaſts 3- and though I hope'no Man 
EN can-ſo flatter himſelf, as to chink he can 
's Flattet what he” can never do Right tos 
1) yet the Zealauſneſs of our Endeavors,and 
sf the Applauſe that others entertain them 
"ON with, may perhaps tempt us tothiok,that 
kf becauſe-io our Expreftions we have ſar- $ 
''N patled ourSelves, we have almoſt equal- - 
I's led our Theme ; as if to make our Praifes br 
T'8 too great for any other Subje&, were ſuf- 
vg ficient to make them great enough for 
IJ God, But alafs, how widely muſt we 
0 be miſtaken 1- fiace our Expreſlions, if 
IN we ſpeak ſerice;. can at beſt but fully re- 
OF prefent our Conceptions, and thoſe being 
but the Notions of a Finite Cr, 
muy 
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if they were not Infinite: No, whey 
| we have employ'd- the''loftieft' Hyper: 


Topicks and Figuresof Rhetorick 5 when 


. ſported by that Tzacceſſzble Light, that" is 
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MESS. .. 
| y'ſhort of Per: 
fetions; which were not what theyFare, 


> 
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boles, and exhauſted-all' the celebrating 


we have dreſſed Metaphyfical AbſtraQti- 
ons in Poetick Raptures3 when we have 
ranſack'd whatever things are 'mo(t-Ex- 

cellerit among the Creatures, and'having 
Defxcated them, and Piled them-up to-Y/oe 
gether, have made that Heap bur'a Riſe 
to take our ſoaring flight: from's" whon wei 
have ſummed up, and left Beneath'-our Np: 
Expreſſions,” all that we are here wont' to 
Acknowledge Above them ; nay; when 
Inftrutted, as well as Inflamed, and Tran- 


Inhabited by what we Adore, we {eemF 
raiſed and elevated above all that is Mor- 
tal, and above our ſelves, and ſay things, £0 
that nothing elfe could either Infpire or Þk 
Merit; even thez, I fay; thoſe Expreſſ1-Pts 
ons, which any otherwiſe applyed, would 
be Hyperboles, do but expreſs our Dt- 
votion, not the Divine Objett of it, and 
declare How. much we Honour Him, ra- 
ther than what Heis And indeed;none 
but the Poſſeſſor of an Infinite Tntellet F 
can be able'to ſay; what the res 
Qtner 
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of Him, And whatever zealous $kill 
| mp with, we do far- leſs Ho- 
nonr-Him than Tojure Him,if we think our - 
aſpiringſt Praiſes cah arrive ſo. far, as'I .. 
not to Reach; but fo much. as to Ap+ 
roach their Subject. 

- But; let. not this inevitable [Impotence 
B(?yrocles)Trouble,or Diſcourage us:thibſe 
BBlefſed Souls that follow the Lamb whitber- and 

vever he goes, do (as weare taught in 
Sporklyple) make it their Buſineſs, and 
ad it their Happineſs, to.ſpend a Seat | 
rEpart of their Eternity 10 Extolling him, 
by whom they are plac'd.in a Condition, 
vhere they can haveno Employment but 
what is Holy and Noble. Andeven here 
ow,the Praifing of Godis a Work, where- 
in-we Imitate, though we do not Equal 
he Angels, and are buſted in the ſame 
Employment, though not with the ſame. 
Skill.- Nay, Heaven it ſelf exempts not 
ts Reſidents from an Impotence which be- 
Yongs to Creatures, not as they are Imper= 
e& ones, but as they are Creatures, Even 
he Members of the Church Triumphant 
do not Triumph over this neceſlary Im- 
dotence ; their Praiſes may need Pardon, 
ven in a Place where they can Sin no 


nore;zAnd they can expect but from Gods 
Good- 


Ta.s.2. 
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2 Cor. 8. 


og chat are Tmpr 

on'd, ever! by their Gn wide 
kersof his Glory: | Nay; evenin cheP, 
phet 1ſatah's Exſtatick Vifion,the $eraphin m 
themſelves that are introduced, as/anſue- 
ring -one anothers glad Acclamations to 
God, are likewiſe repreſented, as Cover- 
ng > (out of reſpeRJYtheir Faces with thei 
Wings: Bur, Pirocles, as I'was ſaying;thi 
unavoidable Diſability to ſay thingsWor: 
thy.of of God, need not at all trou le us; 
fob e pay our. Homages to one; whole 
- Goodneſs our expreſſtons can” as lirtle 
equa),as they can his other Attributes. He 
that Created us, will not Tmpute it:to u 
that we at but as Creatures ; And fmt 
he has detlard, that where there is 4 wil- 
ling Mind, a Man is accepted according t 
what he has, and not according to what h 
has not, The Impotence I have been 
ſpeaking of , ought ro bring us rather 
Joy than Trouble, ſince the infinite Di- 
ſtance berwixt us, without leflening his 
favourable Acceptance of our Prailes, 
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Him , ' whom thoſe Praiſes (throug 
his Goodneſs ) help to give us ai 1n- 
tereſt in; And no Son would 'repine 
at his Royal Fathers Greatneſs, how oh 
| men 


of (_ re" yin than' to have an intereſt 


.ceeds whatever we can ſay or Fancy of ' | * 
| £ God's moſt truly faid in the Scripture ycyemgh® 


though 7 could (to uſe St. Parls Phraſe Jz I Cererg 
ſpeak, with the Tongues of Men and Angels, i 


and Excellencies of him we have 
in one, whoſe'Power and Goodneſs ex- 
them, 


* Toconclude, Pyrocles, ſince on the one 


ſo Glorions,that be is Exalted above all 5. 
Seſſing and Praiſe, and conſequently, 


yet the higheſt things I could fay of the 65.5 
Divine PerfeQions, muſt needs be there- Bo 
fore far below them, becauſe a Creature j 
were able to ſay them. And, fince on 
the other ſide, it is of Us Men, that God Þf, 5o. 2307 
vouchſafes to ſay , Whoſo, offereth Praiſe, 
glorifieth Me; and his trarſcendent Excel- 
lency is ſo far from being inconſiſtent with 
reſembling Graciouſneſs, that ſuch a Be- 
nignity is one of the molt conſpicuous 
Parts of it 3 Iwill not forbear to paymy+ 
Praiſes nnto one, whoſe deſerving infi- 
nitely more than can offer, keeps him 
not from Accepting as much leſs thanhe 
deſerves. But then I muſt not Preſume 
to fill my month with his Praiſes, without | pes 
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